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TO MY WIFE 


“ THE HEART 
OF HER HUSBAND 
DOTH SAFELY TRUST IN HER; 
SHE WILL DO HIM GOOD AND 
NOT EVIL, ALL THE DAYS OF HER LIFE.” 


“HER CHILDREN 
ARISE UP, AND CALL 
HER BLESSED; HER HUSBAND 
ALSO, AND НЕ PRAISETH HER.” 


“SHE STRETCHETH 
OUT HER HAND TO THE 
POOR; ҮЕА, SHE КЕАСНЕТН 
FORTH HER HANDS UNTO THE NEEDY.” 


“SHE OPENETH 
HER MOUTH WITH 
WISDOM; AND IN HER 
TONGUE IS THE LAW OF KINDNESS.” 


“MANY DAUGHTERS 
HAVE DONE VIRTUOUSLY, 
BUT THOU EXCELLEST THEM ALL.” 
Proverbs, ch. 31. 
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THE COUNTERFEIT CHRIST 


The Day of the Lord is at hand, at hand: 
Its storms roll up the sky: 

The nations sleep starving on heaps of gold; 
АП dreamers toss and sigh; 

The night is darkest before the morn, 

When the pain is sorest the child is born, 
And the Day of the Lord is at hand. 


Gather you, gather you, angels of God— 
Freedom, and Mercy, and Truth— 

Come! for the earth is grown coward and old, 
Come down, and renew us her youth. 

Wisdom, self-sacrifice, daring, and love, 

Haste to the battle-field, stoop from above, 
To the Day of the Lord at hand. 


Gather you, gather you, hounds of hell, 
Famine, and plague, and war; 
Idleness, bigotry, cant, and misrule, 
Gather and fall in the snare! 
Hireling and mammonite, bigot and knave, 
Crawl to the battle-field, sneak to your grave, 
In the Day of the Lord at hand. 


Who would sit down and sigh for a lost age of gold, 
While the Lord of all ages is here? 

True hearts will leap up at the trumpet of God, 
And those who can suffer can dare. 

Each old age of gold was an iron age too; 

And the meekest of saints may find stern work to do 
In the Day of the Lord at hand. 

CHARLES KINGSLEY. 


THE COUNTERFEIT CHRIST 
“Ye have heard that Antichrist shall come.” 1 John 2:18. 


О refuse to devote careful study to the re- 
markable personage who is to arise at the 
end of the age, and who is commonly 

known as the Antichrist, is a serious omission. 
Such study is frequently discouraged and dis- 
counted because of the strange theories as to who, 
or what, will constitute this Antichristian power. 
Some contend that Antichrist is a system of 
Atheism; others of Anarchy; others can see noth- 
ing in this outbreak of wickedness but a manifesta- 
tion, in its final form, of that great ecclesiastical 
system known as the Papacy. Many others hold 
that Antichrist is an individual, a literal man. The 
latter view is confirmed by the most obvious in- 
terpretation of the Scriptures. 

It is particularly important, in an age of 
phenomenal lawlessness and unrest, like the present, 
when everything is ripening for the reign of the 
Antichrist, that we should understand the Scrip- 
tures regarding this “ Man of Sin,” as he is called 
by the apostle Paul. 

The pious Hebrew was taught to look for a 
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personal Christ—not a system, or a dynasty, but a 
person. Sir Robert Anderson maintains that the 
predictions concerning the Antichrist are even 
more distinct and definite than those relating to 
/ the Messiah. They who “ waited for redemption 
- in Israel,” had to glean the Messianic prophecies 
from Scriptures which seemed to the careless and 
blinded readers to refer to the sufferings of the 
old Hebrew prophets, or to the glories of their 
\ kings. The predictions of the Antichrist are as 
distinct and definite as though the statements were 
_ historical and not prophetic. 

Difficulties there undoubtedly are, in attempting 
to reconcile, in every detail, the statements regard- 
ing this remarkable personage as found in the 
_ Apocalypse of the Old Testament, and in the 
Apocalypse of the New. But just as the prophecies 
` concerning Christ, though like the disjointed pieces 
of an elaborate and intricate mosaic can, by per- 
sistent and patient study, be reduced to order, so 
the predictions concerning this counterfeit Christ, 
can at least be sufficiently harmonized to show that 
no part is inconsistent with the whole. 


т. The Antichrist will be a Man, not a System 


If we are prepared to accept the Scriptures as 
our guide, it seems strange that any other idea 
concerning him should be entertained. All the 
passages referring to this Counterfeit Christ, his 
character, his conduct, and his doom proclaim him 
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to be an individual man. АП the attributes and ap- 


an} 


pellations of humanity are addressed, and ascribed 
to him. In the light of the multiplied predictions 
concerning him he cannot possibly be a system, an 
influence, a theory, or a principle. All the acts of 
the Antichrist belong to a person. He wears a 
crown, he carries а bow, he blasphemes, he perse- 
cutes, he claims worship, he kills, he changes times, 
he treats compacts and covenants as mere scraps 
of paper, and he is guilty of all the acts of a tyrant. 
He is as surely a human being as Christ was. 

What can be plainer, for example, than this 
statement: “ Here is wisdom. Let him that hath 
understanding count the number of the beast, for 
it is the number of a man; and his number is six 
hundred, threescore and six. (Rev. 13:18.) 

This mystic number 6, 6, 6, is both a symbol of 
concealment, and of revelation, Six three times 
repeated—an infernal trinity. Six, the measure of 
man’s ability to work. “ Six days shall thou labour 


and do all thy work.” Six is the number of im- | 
perfection, and always falls short of the Divine 


seven. It is the highest expression of human and 
diabolical power which this trinity of hell—the 


¦ Dragon, the Beast and the False Prophet—can 


RT 


bring to bear against the human race, or upon any 
individual mortal. 

In the Antichrist, whose symbol this mystic 
number is, Satan will have done his utmost, and 
will have exhausted all his resources to inflict in- 


/ 


14 THE COUNTERFEIT CHRIST 


jury upon the sons and daughters of men. It is 
not without interest to note that in the pronun- 
ciation of the word “six” in the Hebrew, Greek, 
German, French and English languages there is 


, the sound as of the hiss of the serpent. 


That the Antichrist would be an individual was 
never questioned in the first and purer ages of the 
Church. No other opinion existed on the subject. 
The idea of a system being symbolized by the 
Antichrist was utterly unknown. This idea sprang 
up in after ages, not from a clearer understanding 
of the word of God, but from a straining of the 
prophetic word to meet the views and circum- 
stances of those times of spiritual declension. 


2. He will be the Counterfeit of Christ 


There are very remarkable Scriptural proofs, 
both in the Old and New Testaments, that the 
Antichrist is both, the copy and counterfeit of the 
Christ of God. | 


‚Christ 
Christ was God manifest 


Antichrist 
Antichrist will be Satan 


in the flesh, the Mystery of 
Godliness. 

“And without controversy: 
great is the mystery of god- 
liness: God was manifest in 
the flesh.” (1 Tim. 3:16.) 


Christ came from above, 
from the bosom of the 
Father. 


manifest in the flesh, the 
mystery of iniquity. 
“The mystery of iniquity 
. after the energy of 
Satan” (2 Thess. 2:7,9.) 


Antichrist comes from be- 
low, at the instigation of 
Satan, 
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“The only begotten Son 
which is in the bosom of the 
Father, He hath declared 
him.” (John 1:18.) 


Christ stripped Himself of 
His Diety to become a man. 

He “made Himself of no 
reputation. . .and was made 
in the likeness of men.” 
(Phil. 2:7.) 


Christ came down from 
heaven, not to do His own 
will, 

“I came down from 
heaven, not to do Mine own 
will, but the will of Him that 
sent me.” (Jno. 6:38.) 


Christ, having no beauty, 
was despised and rejected of 
men. 

“He hath no form nor 
comeliness; and when we 
shall see Him, there is no 
beauty that we shall desire 
Him. He is despised and re- 
jected of men.” (Isa, 53: 
2.3.) 


Christ came in His Fath- 
ers name and men received 
Him not. 


“ The Beast that ascendeth 
out of the bottomless pit.” 
(Rev. 11:73 


Antichrist, not content with 
being a man, apes to become 
a god. 

“Не, as God, sitteth in the 
temple of God, shewing him- 
self that he is God.” (2 
Thess. 2:4.) 


Antichrist knows no will 
but Satan’s and his own. 

“And the king shall do 
according to his will.” (Dan. 
11:363 


Antichrist is wondered at, 
admired, accepted and wor- 
shipped. 

“And all the world won- 
dered after the Beast... 
and they worshipped the 
Beast, saying: ‘Who is like 
unto the Beast? Who is able 
to make war with him?’” 
(Rev. 13:3, 4.) 


Antichrist will come in his 
own name, and will be re- 
ceived. 
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“I am come іп my Fath- 
ers name, and ye receive me 


not.” (Jno. 5:43.) 


Christ refused the king- 
doms of the world, and the 
glory of them from Satan, 

“All these things will I 
give Thee if Thou wilt fall 
down and worship me.” 
Then saith Jesus unto him, 
“Get thee hence, Satan.” 
(Matt. 4:9, 10.) 


Christ has all authority 
given to Him by the Father. 

“ All things are delivered 
unto Me of my Father.” 
(Matt. 11:27.) “АП author- 
ity is given unto Me in 
heaven and in earth.” (Matt. 
28 :18.) 


Christ received no honour 
from. men. 

“T receive not honour from 
men.” (Jno. 5:41.) 


Christ refused to honour 
Himself. 

“Tf I honour Myself, My 
honour is nothing.” (Jno. 
8:54.) 


“If another shall come in 
his own name, him ye will 
receive.” (Jno. 5:43.) 


Antichrist accepts the 
kingdoms of the world from 
Satan, 

“And power was given 
him over all kindreds, and 
tongues, and nations.” (Rev. 
1927.) , 


Antichrist has all author- 
ity given to him by Satan. 

“And the dragon gave him 
his power and his throne, 
and great authority.” (Rev. 
13:2.) 


Antichrist kills all who re- 
fuse to honour and worship 
him. 

“As many as would not 
worship the image of the 
Beast should be killed.” 
(Rev. 13:15.) 


Antichrist magnifies him- 
self above every god. 

“He shall exalt himself, 
and magnify himself above 
every god.” (Dan. 11:36.) 
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Christ’s mission was 


attested by God, by miracles, 


and wonders, and signs. 

“А man approved of God 
among you, by miracles and 
wonders and signs, which 
God did by Him.” (Acts 
2:22.) 


Christ refused to adver- 
tise Himself in any way. 

“He shall not cry, nor lift 
up, nor cause His voice to 
be heard in the street.” 
(Isa. 42:2; Matt. 12:19.) 


Christ’s words were given 
to Him by the Father. 

“The Father which sent 
те. He gave Ме a com- 
mandment what I should say 
and what I should speak.” 
(Jno. 12:49.) 


Christ is seen as a Lamb, 
bearing the marks of His 
wounds. 
°“ “I beheld, and 10, іп the 
midst of the throne...a 
Lamb as it had been slain.” 
(Rev. 5:6.) 


Antichrist’s mission will be 
attested by Satan, by signs 
and lying wonders. i 

“Even him whose coming 
is after the energy of Satan, 
with all power, and signs, 
and lying wonders.” (2 
Thess. 2:9.) 


Antichrist will be slain for 
his boastfulness, 

“I beheld, then, because of 
the voice of'the great words 
which the horn spake: I be- 
held even till the Beast was 
slain, and his body destroyed, 
and given to the burning 
flame.” (Dan. 7:11.) 


Antichrist’s words will be 
given to him by Satan. 

“And there was given to 
him a mouth, speaking great 
things and blasphemies.” 
(Rev. 13:5.) / 


Antichrist will be seen as 
a slain man, bearing the 
marks of his wounds. 

“And I saw one of his 
heads, as it were, wounded 
to death.” (Rev. 13:3.) 
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Vincent points out that the word “ wounded,” is the same 
word in the Greek, as is used of the Lamb “as it had been 


slaughtered.” 
and in both cases revival. 
part of the other. 


Christ rises again to re- 
deem, and is declared to be 
the Son of God with power, 
by His resurrection. 

“Declared to be the Son 
of God with power, by the 
resurrection from the dead.” 
(Rom, 1:4.) 


‘Christ exercises redemp- 
tive power over every 
kindred, and tongue and na- 
tion, 

“Thou hast redeemed us 
to God by Thy blood, out of 
every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation.” 
(Rev. 5:9.) 


Christ goes forth on a 
white horse with His saints, 
to prepare the way for His 
“reign of righteousness. 

“And behold, a white 
horse; and He that sat upon 
him was called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness 
He doth judge and make 
war.” (Rev. 19:11.) 


In both cases there had been actual death, 
The one is a mocking counter- 


Antichrist rises again to 
destroy, and is declared to 
be worthy of worship be- 
cause of his resurrection. 

“His deadly wound was 
healed: and all the world 
wondered after the Beast.” 

“Тһе Beast which had the 
wound (іе., death-wound) 
by a sword, and did live.” 
(Rev. 13:3, 14.) 


Antichrist exercises de- 
ceiving power over every 
kindred, and tongue, and na- 
tion. _ 

“And power was given 
him over all kindreds, and 
tongues, and nations.” (Rev. 


13:7.) 


Antichrist will go forth on 
a white horse to prepare the 
way for his reign of terror. 


“And behold a white 
horse: and he that sat on 
him had a bow; and a crown 
was given unto him; and he 
went forth conquering and 
to conquer.” (Rev. 6:2.) 
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Christ has as His Bride the 
spotless church. 

“And to her was given 
that she should be arrayed in 
fine linen, clean, and white; 
for the fine linen is the 
righteous acts of the saints.” 

(Rev. 19:8.) 
` “A glorious church, not 
having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing; but... 
holy and without blemish.” 
(Eph. 5:27.) 

Christ gives, as His mark, 
His name and His Father’s 
name in the foreheads of His 
saints, 

“His name and His Fath- 
er’s name written in their 
foreheads.” (Rev. 14:1.) 
“His name shall be in their 
foreheads.” (Rev. 22:4.) 


Christ was rich, but for 
our sakes He became poor. 

“Though He was rich, yet 
for your sakes He became 
poor.” (2 Cor, 8:9.) 

“The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man 
hath not where to lay His 
head.” (Matt. 8:20.) 

Christ is exalted to His 
Father’s throne because of 
His humility. 

“Being found in fashion 
as a man, He humbled Him- 
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Antichrist has as his bride 
Же Harlot church. 


“And I saw a woman sit 
upon a scarlet-colored beast, 
full of names of blasphemy 

..and upon her forehead 
was a name written, MYS- 
TERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS, 
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH.” (Rev. 17:3-5.) 


| 

Antichrist causes his mark 
to be put on the right hand 
or in the foreheads of all his 
votaries, 

“And he causeth all, both 
small and great, rich and 
poor, free and bond, to re- 
ceive a mark in their right 
hand, or in their foreheads.” 
(Rev. 13:16.) 


Antichrist will be content 
with nothing less than con- 
trolling the wealth of the 
whole world. 

“No man might buy or 
sell, save he that had the 
mark, or the name of the 
Beast, or the number of his 
name.” (Rev. 13:17.) 


Antichrist is hurled from 
his throne because of his self 
exaltation, 

“He shall stand up against 
the Prince of princes, but 
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self . . . wherefore God also 
hath highly exalted Him, 
and given Him a name 
which is above every name.” 
(Phil. 2:8, 9.) 


Christ is crowned with a 
royal diadem, and will reign 
as King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords. 

“And He hath on His 
vesture and on His thigh 
a name written, KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” 
(Rev. 19:16.) 

“For He must reign, till 
He hath put all His enemies 
under His feet”? (1 Cor. 
15:25.) 


Christ is exalted to the 
highest heaven and shall 
reign for ever and ever. 

. “Far above all principality 
and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in 
this age but in that which 
is to come.” (Eph. 1:21.) 

“And He shall reign for 
ever and ever.” (Rev. 11:15.) 
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he shall be broken without 
hand.” (Dan. 8:25.) 


Antichrist is crowned with 
a royal diadem, and is for a 
brief time king of kings. 

“Upon his horns 
crowns.” (Rev. 13:1.) 

“And the ten horns which 
thou sawest are ten kings 
which have received no king- 
dom as yet; but receive 
authority as kings one hour 
with the Beast. These have 
one mind, and shall give 
their authority and strength 
unto the Beast.” (Rev. 
172122120) 


Теп 


Antichrist is consigned to 
the lowest hell for his blas- 
phemy, assumption and de- 
ception, 

“And the Devil that de- 
ceived them was cast into the 
lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the Beast and False 
Prophet are, and shall be 
tormented day and night for 
ever and ever” (Rev. 
20:10.) 


3. He will have a most Captivating Personality 


Satan, having given the Antichrist his power, 
his throne and his authority, will possess him of the 


ж- 
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j Satanic attributes. The great Deceiver is far from 
à being the hideous and repulsive being he is so 
і generally represented. Before his fall he was а 
| being of great beauty; he is still possessed of vast 
l intelligence, and knows how to transform himself 
| into an angel of light. So apparently harmless аге 
the guises which he assumes that if it were possible, 
` as our Lord declares, the very elect would be de- 
ceived. - 

Тһе Counterfeit Christ will be a marvellous 
scholar, and perfectly at home in every possible 
subject. He will be a scientist, having complete 
knowledge of the occult, with his hand on the forces 
of the unseen. He will be an orator, and possessing 
a silver tongue, men will hang upon his words with 
breathless interest. He will be a veritable king of 
finance, surpassing in skill the ablest financiers who 
have ever lived. He will be a military genius, 
putting all the greatest generals into the shade by 
his magnetism and strategy. Men will flock by 
thousands to his standard, and be proud to serve 
under his command. He will combine in one per- 
son the capabilities and attributes of the greatest 
orators, statesmen, diplomats, generals and finan- 
ciers who have ever lived, drawing to himself the 
homage and admiration of the whole world. 

“ He comes up out of the sea.” (Rev. 13:1.) The 
waters are interpreted as “peoples and multitudes, 
and nations, and tongues.” (Rev. 17:15.) The 
sea represents the turbulent masses of the people. 
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The Antichrist will be elected by universal suffrage 
as a World Emperor; the people’s ideal of a re- 
former, leader and ruler. He will be so capti- 
vating and fascinating that men will run wild with 
admiration and enthusiasm. They will gladly 
render homage and worship to Satan, who has 
given them so glorious and invincible a leader. 
“АП the whole world was amazed and followed 
him. And they offered worship to the Dragon, 
because it was to him that the Wild Beast owed his 
dominion. And they also offered worship to the 
Wild Beast, and said, “ Who is there like him? 
And who is able to engage in battle with him?” 
(Rev. 13:3, 4, Weymouth.) 


4. He Reveals Himself in His True Character 


The Antichrist does not appear to the world at 
first as a crowned head. The rider of the white 
horse in Revelation 6, in the earlier part of his 
career, goes forth simply with a bow to gain con- 
trol of the governments and industries of the world. 
It is at a later period that a crown is given to 
him. 

Within recent years the slogan of the world has 
been changed from competition to combination. 
Huge trusts and combinations have sprung up all 
over the world, involving the investment, in some 
cases, of billions of dollars. The stage is being 
rapidly set for the coming of him who will cause 
“all, small and great, rich and poor, free men and 
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slaves, to have stamped upon them a mark on their 
right hands or on their foreheads, in order that 
no one should be allowed to buy or sell, unless he 
had the mark—either the name of the Wild Beast, 
or a number which his name represents. (Rev. 
13:16, 17, Weymouth.) The mark will probably 
be on the right hand of those who toil with their 
hands; and on the foreheads of those who toil with 
their brains. Every peddler at the door; every 
keeper of a store; every merchant in his ware- 
house; every banker at his desk; every mechanic at 
the mill; every engineer on the train; every clerk 
in the office; every toiler in the field, will be com- , 
pelled to bear, іп a conspicuous place, the mark of © 
the Beast. 

During the first part of his career the Antichrist 
receives a death-wound. It is “ by the stroke of the 
sword ” that he is slain. (Rev. 13:14.) About this 
death-wound there is much mystery. It would seem 
that he is elected by universal suffrage, but that he 
suffers death on the field of battle, or by assassina- 
tion. This can easily be explained in a time of 
lawlessness, when men will count it a sacred duty 
to slay tyrants. Satan brings him up out of the 
abyss as an unanswerable argument to them that 
know not God, that hell is not final and that God’s 
punishment is not to be dreaded. 

At first this Counterfeit Christ claims to be the 
most religious of men. He will be hailed by the 
Jews as their Messiah, and will so announce him- 
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self. This is exactly the Messiah they long for. 
When the true Christ offered himself they wanted 
a clever statesman, a great general, one who was 
fond of the spectacular, and who would lead them 
in revolt against the hated Romans. Their ideal has 


appeared at last. 


Having been accepted by the Jews, he encourages 
them to rebuild their temple, and resume their 
sacrifices. “ And he shall make a firm covenant 
with many for one week: and in the midst of the 
week he shall cause the sacrifice and oblation to 
cease.” (Dan. 9:27.) It is certain that this is a 
distinct period of seven years, because sevens are 
sevens of years. In the midst of the week he 
throws off the mask, and reveals himself in his true 
character, 

The phrase translated “that Wicked,” or, more 
correctly, the “ Lawless One” in 2 Thessalonians, 
2:8, might almost be translated the “ Antichrist ” 
for the two words are the same in essence. The 
true Christ is always working for law and order; 
He. brings cosmos out of chaos. His counterfeit 
will leave nothing undone to throw cosmos back 
again to chaos; and his reign will be marked by 
absolute anarchy; fearful disorder; pitiless cruelty; 
ruthless bloodshed; appalling wreckage; mad riot; 
and primal darkness and- confusion. 

Не is the Man of Sin, іе, the climax, the 
combination, the personification of all the sin of the 
universe, compressed into the character of one liv- 


sn 
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ing man. This is the time of “ Jacob’s trouble.” 
This is the hour described as the Great Tribulation. 
It will be a time so full of unparalleled agony and 
suffering, so savage and diabolical, so characterized 
by the outpouring of the long-delayed, but righteous 
judgments of God, that our Lord says there has 
never been anything like it since the world began. 
But for a merciful shortening of those awful days, 
no Невһ would be saved. 


5. He will be a Braggart, and Blasphemer 


Having received Satan’s throne and authority, the 
Antichrist must receive all that his master and 
owner choses to give him. “ There was given him 
a mouth speaking great things and Ыаѕрһетіеѕ.” 
(Rev. 13:5.) The Scriptures which refer to his 
braggadocia, and blasphemies are numerous. “ He 
has a mouth that speaks very great things.” (Dan. 
7:20.) “Не shall speak great words against the 
Most High.” (Dan. 7: 25.) “ He shall exalt himself 
and magnify himself above every god, and shall 
speak marvellous things against the God of gods. 
Neither shall he regard the God of his Fathers 
. . . nor regard апу God: for he shall magnify 
himself above all.” (Dan. 11:36, 37.) “ And 
he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to 
blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, and them 
that dwell in heaven.” (Rev. 13:6.) “I beheld 
then, because of the voice of the great words which 
the horn spake: I beheld even till the Beast was 
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slain, and his body destroyed and given to the 
` burning flame.” (Dan. 7:11.) 


6. He Will Insist on Being Worshipped 


There comes to the assistance of the Antichrist— 
in the latter part of his career—one who is de- 
scribed as the False Prophet. The Antichrist will 
be the civil head of the world-empire, and the False 
Prophet the ecclesiastical, or religious head. This 
completes a trinity of hell corresponding to the 
` Trinity of heaven. Satan is the counterfeit of God 
the Father; Antichrist is the counterfeit of God the 
Son; the False Prophet is the counterfeit of the 
Holy Spirit. These three attempt to counterfeit 
the various actions of the three Persons of the 
Trinity, and the Mystery of the Godhead is thus 
parodied by the Mystery of Iniquity. 

In order to strengthen the Antichrist in his bold 
scheme of securing to himself the worship of a 
world, Satan supplies him with an abettor, an adept 
who will further his blasphemous designs. He finds 
he cannot keep his hold on the masses without a re- 
ligion; but the religion that alone serves his pur- 
pose, and ministers to his overweening ambition is 
the worship of himself. 

Putting an end to all existing worship, aided and 
abetted by the False Prophet—who in all proba- 
bility is also a resurrected man—the Antichrist pro- 
ceeds to formulate a new religion. As the Holy 
Spirit takes of Christ to show Him unto God’s 
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people, so the False Prophet exercises all the au- 
thority of the Antichrist, becoming his Satanic 
executive. He makes use of compulsion, which is 
all the more hateful because he is a hideous cari- 
cature of the Lamb of God. “Не had two horns 
like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.” (Rev. 
13:11.) Не will not only delude by his miracles; 
but, by the force of authority, he will compel the 
whole world to worship the. Antichrist on pain of 
death. Within a few verses the word “ causeth ” 
is used three times, which is indicative of the 
compulsion and constraint which is at his command. 
“Не exerciseth all the power of the first Beast 
before him and causeth the earth and them that 
dwell therein to worship the first Beast, whose 
deadly wound was healed.” (Rev. 13:12.) 

The new religion which is formulated by this 
hellish trinity is then nothing less than the worship 
of the Antichrist. Having caused the sacrifices and 
oblations to cease in the temple which he had per- 
mitted the people to build, he seats himself in the 
Most Holy place. The earth first “wonders” at 
the Beast and then “ worships” him. His ecclesi- 
astical abettor “has power to give life unto the 
image of the Beast; that the image of the Beast 
should both speak and cause that as many as would 
not worship the image of the Beast should be 
killed.” (Rev. 13:15.) 

In the language of the Apostle Paul, the Anti- 
christ “ opposeth and exalteth himself above all that 
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is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he, as 
God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God.” (2 Thess. 2:4.) In the place 
where the Shekinah glory once shone forth, the 
Antichrist, with an audacity inconceivable, seats 

himself, demanding worship. Think of the brazen 
` defiance of God, and the unspeakable blasphemy of 
such a procedure. This is “the Abomination of 
desolation standing in the Holy Place,” to which 
Christ referred in Matthew 24:15. 

“In the final crisis,” says Pastor D. M. Panton, 
“it will not only be the clash of rival Christs; it 
will be an awful collision between rival gods. “Не 
sitteth in the temple of God shewing himself that 
he is God.’ Here is an anti-god in full blast and full 
power. So direct a challenge to God, backed by 
blinding miracles, forces the hand of omnipotence 
for the vindication of the Godhead; and sets in 
motion the tremendous drama of the Apocalypse.” 


7. His Dramatic End 


“And then shall be revealed the Lawless One, 
whom the Lord Jesus will slay with the spirit of 
His mouth, and will paralyze with the forthshining 
of His arrival.” Such is Rotherham’s translation 
of 2 Thess. 2:8. Equally striking is Weymouth’s 
translation of the same passage: “ Whom the Lord | 
| Jesus will sweep away with the tempest of His - 
anger, and utterly overwhelm by the awful splen- 
dour of His Coming.” 
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There will be no prolonged conflict. This is abso- 
lutely unnecessary. The blasphemous assumptions 
of the Antichrist have gone far enough. When 
God arises to vindicate Himself, all that is needful 
is for the true Christ to appear in the awful splen- 
dour of His majesty and glory. At the instant of 
that appearing, the profane Pretender will be 
palsied and slain. The last words concerning his 
doom are these :—“ and the Beast was taken. . . 
and cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brim- 
stone.” (Rev. 19:20.) 


8 When Will He Arise? 


“ Let no man deceive you by any means: for that / 
day shall not come, except there come a falling > 


away ге.”  (2.-Thess. 2:3.) This “ falling ) 
away ” or apostasy, is not to come from the ranks 
of the enemy, but out of the very bosom of the 
Church of Christ. The removal of those who love 
the Lord’s appearing, and who are ready for His 
Coming, will leave the outward shell of professed 
Christianity with all its exterior pomp and splen- 
dour, but utterly destitute of inward spiritual life 
and power. The salt has lost its savour and it is 
“thenceforth good for nothing.” 

All who are not spiritually blind perceive that 
this predicted “falling away ” has not only begun, 
but is proceeding with such startling rapidity that 
this apostasy constitutes one of the most significant 
and convincing signs of the rise of the Antichrist, 
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and of the imminent appearing of the Lord Jesus. 

Out of this formal church will come that great 
ecclesiastical system described as Babylon the 
Great. For the first half of the Antichrist’s reign 
this apostate church exercises her authority over 
him. (See Rev. 17:3.) But when, during the last 
half of the Antichrist’s career, he appears in his 
true colours, and throws off the recognition of the 
True God, this ecclesiastical system, which at first 


| pretended to be the Bride of Christ, becomes the 
| Harlot associate of the Antichrist, “ Тһе habitation 
` of devils, the hold of every foul spirit, and the cage 


of every unclean and hateful bird.” (Rev. 18:2.) 
This Harlot church will be ultimately destroyed by 
the combined action of the ten kings, previous to 
the manifestation of the Son of Man. “ These will 
hate the Harlot, and they will cause her to be laid 
waste, and will strip her bare. They will eat her 
flesh, and burn her up with fire. For God has put 
it into their hearts to carry out His purpose . . 
and to give their kingdom to the Wild Beast, until 
God’s words have come to pass.” (Rey. 17:16, 17, 
Weymouth. ) 


“There are voices in the air, filling men with hope and fear; 
There are signals everywhere that the end is drawing near, 
There are warnings to prepare, for the King will soon be 
here; 
O it must be the coming of the Lord! 
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Troublous times аге gathering round, days of lawlessness 
and crime, - 
Mighty earthquakes shake the ground, war clouds rise in 
every clime, 
While there comes a solemn sound, “We are near the end 
of time; ” 
O it must be the coming of the Lord!” 


II 


THE TRAGEDY OF THE UNIVERSE 


“That sin is here, conscience and universal experience 
attest. The evidences of its presence are not slight or in- 
termittent. Turn in what direction one will, sin confronts 
one as a fact in human life, an experience of the heart, a 
development of history, а crimson thread in literature, а 
problem for science, an enigma for philosophy.’”—Dr. James 
Orr. 


“Т notice a decline in the sense of sin, which instead of 
being, as under the Christian system it ought to be, piercing 
and profound, is passing with very many into a shallow, 
feeble and vague abstraction.”—William Ewart Gladstone. 


“T am quite sure that the root of nine-tenths of all the 
heresies that have ever afflicted the Christian Church, and 
are the cause of the weakness of so much popular Christi- 
anity, is none other than the failure adequately to recognize 
the universality, and the gravity of transgression. If a word 
comes to you, calls itself God’s message, and does not start 
with man’s sin, nor put in the forefront of its utterances the 
way by which the dominion of that sin can be broken in your 
own heart, and the penalties of that sin in your present and 
future life can be swept away, it is condemned—ipso facto 
(in the very fact itself), as not a gospel from God, or fit for 
men.”—Dr. Alexander Maclaren. 


II 


THE TRAGEDY OF THE UNIVERSE 


“Sin is lawlessness.” 1 John 3:4. “All have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God.” Rom. 3:23. “Whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point he is 
guilty of all.’ James 2:10. “ Hardened by the deceitfulness 
of вт” Heb. 3:13. RV. 


ER HAT we name sin,”’says Dr. James Orr, 
\ \ “is from the religious point of view, 
the tragedy of God’s universe.” If you 
open your dictionary you will find in the first page 
that three-fourths of the words owe their existence 
and significance to sin. Yet it is a word which men 
are dropping out of their vocabulary. Nothing is 
more necessary than the recovery of our lost indig- 
nation against sin. The old Puritan attitude of 
fear and shame and torment at the thought of it is 
almost gone. The Puritan conviction that sin is an 
offense against God, causing Him infinite pain, and 
arousing His just and awful indignation, has given 
place to the devilish notion that sin is only an inci- 
dent of development, and that every fall is a fall 
upward. This is how it is described by one whose 
poems are read by millions: 


“Have you sinned? It is only an error— 
Your spirit is pure and white. 
It is Truth’s own ray and will find its way 
Back into the path of right. 
85 
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Have you failed? It is only in seeming— 
The triumph will come at length. 

You were born to succeed, you will have what you need, 
If you will but believe in your strength. 


“No matter how poor your record— 
Christ lives in the heart of you, 
And the shadow will roll up and off from your soul, 
If you will but own this true. 
For ‘Christ’ means the spirit of goodness, 
And all men are good at the core, 
Look searchingly in thro’ the coating of sin, 
And, lo! there is truth to adore. yi 


What wonder is it, when such blasphemous non- 
sense is given the widest publicity, that sin is smiled 
' upon and apologized for; that the antipathy to sin 
\ is softened; that hatred for the abominable thing 
' is blunted; and that the fires of indignation against 
_ sin have been nearly put out. 

It has always been the method of Satan to em- 
ploy euphemisms for sin. This is absolutely neces- 
sary to his success in belittling it. The devil has 
a dictionary of his own, and if men accept his 
definitions everything in the pathway of diso- 
bedience seems clever and attractive. It calls good 
evil, and evil good. It puts darkness for light and 
light for darkness. It calls lying “ smartness;” 
acts of revenge, are “affairs of honour;” drunken- 
ness is “ jollification; ” debt is “ pecuniary obliga- 
tion;” theft is “defalcation;” robbery is “ profi- 
teering; ” adultery is “conjugal infidelity; ” liber- 
tinism is “ gay life; ” cowardly silence is “ tactful- 
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ness; най: _ speculation is “епќегргіѕе;” 
gluttony _ is “a love of good things; б 
15 ёа “ fast living; ” and and so on. Euphony plays off 
rare e deceptions i in the m: masquerading of life. 

Cardinal Newman once said: “ It is the one great 
security against sin, to be shocked at it.” We аге 
born with an innocence that instinctively recoils at 
the touch of sin. There is therefore infinite and 
irrevocable loss in endeavouring to smooth out the 
crookedness of sin by lending it flattering names; 
by saying, “ It is not so bad after all.” That is 
not the grammar of salvation, but the grammar of 
damnation. You may call poison by any name you 
like; you may analyze it, and say that in its com- 
position there are some very pleasant chemical ele- 
ments—it is not so disagreeable after all. But 
) flatter it, camouflage it as you will, poison kills 
just the same. 

You can excuse sin; you can call it pretty and 
misleading names to cover its damnableness; you 
can argue that some direct good has come out of 
it; but when you have done that sin is still sin; 
and it is a cruel shame to minimize its iniquity, and 
to disguise with high-sounding names the fatal 
quality of this moral poison, this abominable thing 
which God hates. (Jer. 44:4.) 

There is one great reason for denying the reality 
of sin. It is a wish to apologize for it and indulge 
in it. There аге those.that argue that it is a kind of 
fate or destiny; the result of circumstances for 


immorality | 
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which men are not responsible. Or, they argue, it 
is only a reality to us; it is only our view of things; 
the great and infinite God cannot be concerned with 
it. He looks down upon us with pity, indulgence 
and compassion. It cannot matter to Him what we 
do; we cannot touch His majesty or His holiness. 
So men apologize for sin instead of trying to escape 
from it. They deny its reality in order to plunge 
into it. They find in their reasoning a method of 
saving themselves not from sin but in sin. Is not 
Dr. J. H. Jowett right when he says, “ We have 
| lost sight of the horribleness of sin because we һауе 
, lost sight of the holiness of God? When we cannot 
/ see whiteness we cannot see blackness.” 

Man calls sin an accident, God calls it an abomi- 
nation. Man calls it a blunder, God calls it a blind- 
ness. Man calls it a chance, God calls it a choice. 
Man calls it a defect, God calls it a disease. Man 
calls it an error, God calls it an enormity. Man 
calls it a fascination, God calls it a fatality. Man 
calls it an heredity, God calls it a habit. Man calls 


it an incident, God calls it an inclination. Мап. 


calls it an infirmity, God calls it an iniquity. Man 


calls it a luxury, God calls it a leprosy. Man calls 


it a liberty, God calls it a lawlessness. Man calls 


it a mistake, God calls it a madness. Man calls it | 
' a pecadillo, God calls it a poison. Man calls it a` 
relapse, God calls it a rebellion. Man calls it а ` 


slip, God calls it a suicide. Man calls it a trifle, 


God calls it a tragedy. Man calls it a thoughtless- / 
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ness, God calls it a thraldom. Man calls it a 
weakness, God calls it a wickedness. 

The Scripture contains many definitions of sin. 
Here are a few of them. All the good that might 
be done that is not done is sin. “То him that 
knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to him it is 
sin.” (James 4:17.) Allthe things that are not 
born of faith as their motive is sin, “ For whatso- 
ever is not of faith is sin.” (Rom. 14:23.) All 
violations of God’s law is sin. “Every one that 
doeth sin doeth also lawlessness, and sin is law- 
lessness.” (1 John 3:4.) Тһе Apostle James 
speaks of sin’s origin: “ When lust hath conceived 
it bringeth forth sin.” (James 1:15.) Both he 
and the Apostle Paul speak of its destination: “ Sin 
when it is full-grown bringeth forth death.” 
(James 1:15.) “The wages of sin is death.” 
(Rom. 6:23.) АП coming short of God’s purpose 
and desire for us, is sin. “ All have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God.” (Rom. 3:23.) 
Sin is an insult to the-Divine veracity. “ When He 
is come He will convict the world of sin . 
because they believe not on Me.” (John 16:9.) 

Let us consider a few definitions in fuller detail. 


1. The Deformity of Sin 


Sin is defined in the Westminster Confession of 
Faith as not only a transgression of the law of 
God, but any want of conformity to His will. Sin 
has precisely the same effect on the soul as disease 
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has upon the body. It impairs the voluntary 
powers; it enfeebles the moral energy; it hardens 
and deadens the spiritual sense. It robs us of the 
power by which alone we are able to perform the 
functions that belong to our renewed being. 

Like disease, sin is not only debilitating and 
deadening, it is also deforming. The deaf mute 
they brought to Jesus was incapable of hearing or 
of speech. He was destitute of two of our noblest 
faculties. Two channels of communication with 
the outer world were closed to him. Jesus began 
His work of healing with the ears. They are the 
organs of reception. They are made for the pur- 
pose of receiving, not of giving. Sin robs man of 
his power of hearing God’s voice. To hear is the 
first act of faith. “ Hear and your soul shall live.” 
Then Jesus loosened his tongue. Sin has robbed 
man of his power to pray or praise or testify. It 
has made him dumb as well as deaf. When Jesus 
said, “ Ephphatha, that is be opened,’ both ears 
and tongue were set free. This miracle is symbolic 
of the whole of Christ’s ministry. He came not 
only to redeem the soul, but to liberate every 
faculty we possess, and which God originally 
created for His glory. (See Mark 7: 32-35.) 

To be at variance with God and so to be living 
in sin, is to be deformed. Could we but realize 
it, no deformity or hideousness that could strike the 
eye is half so repulsive and humbling as sin. In- 
stead of purity there is impurity; instead of beauty 
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there is deformity; instead of truth there is false- 
hood; instead of mercy there is cruelty; instead of 


‚ justice there is injustice; instead of self-sacrifice 


there is selfishness; instead of light there is dark- 
ness; instead of life there is death. 

One of the best definitions of sin in the Scrip- 
tures is the Apostle Paul’s, “ All have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God.” The expression 
“the glory of God” has at least three meanings 
in the Bible. Sometimes it means brightness and 
splendour, as in Luke 2:9 “the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them.” Sometimes it means 
honour as in John 12: 43. “ They loved the praise, 
i.e., the glory of men, more than the glory of God.” 
“He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own 
glory,” i.e., his own honour. (John 7: 18.) 

But there is a third sense in which the expression 
“ glory—”’ means likeness and beauty. Man by 
creation is the image and glory of God. He is an 
exhibition of the Divine beauty in bodily form, 


` made in God’s image, after His likeness. By sin 


he lost his beauty and fell short of the glory of 
God. Holiness is the recovery of the Divine like- 
ness. The word “holiness ” is specially devised to 
express this likeness which we are to follow 
(literally, to pursue) and, “ without which no man 
shall see the Lord.” This is the chief business of 
our lives. Not to make it our pursuit is to come 
short of the glory of God, and therefore to’ sin. 
God has called us not to happiness but to holiness. 
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2. The Anarchy of Sin 


A! great experimental thinker has said that sin 
is the God-resisting disposition, in virtue of which, 
man in self-sufficiency and pride opposes himself to 
God, and thereby withdraws himself from the ac- 
tive ministry of God’s life and love. That God- 
resisting disposition is anarchy. 

There is no thought more false than that God is 
the impassible God; the God Who cannot feel; the 
God Who cannot suffer. No human sin is ever com- 
mitted but it stabs the heart of God. There is no 
man who is guilty of impurity, or who willfully 
utters what is untrue, but God feels it as a pain 
personal to Himself. While we think of the 
anarchy of sin, let us not forget the agony that 
rends the heart of God. 

The sinner strikes at God, whether he commits 
a great or a little sin, for all sin is anarchy. The 
principle by which a man commits the smallest sin 
is the same by which he commits the biggest sin. 
“Whosoever shall keep the whole law and yet 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” (James 
2:10.) The law isa unit, and a sin, however small, 
assaults the law as a unit. When a man breaks 
one commandment he breaks all the commandments, 
because the law is not divided into a dozen laws, 
but consists of one great code. 

АП sin is а disputing of authority with God, and 
all that needs to be done is to give the sinner ade- 
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quate temptation, adequate opportunity, adequate 
provocation, and adequate time, and there is no sin 


in the whole decalogue which he would not commit. | 


There are no such sins as little sins, for all sin is 
anarchy, and all sin is consequently great. There 
are no such lies as “ white lies,” for all lies are as 
black as the devil, who is a liar and who is the 
father of it, that is to say, he was the first 
liar. 

Sin is anarchy because it throws everything back- 
wards, and defeats all the gracious and govern- 
mental purposes of God. He is always working 
for order and distinction. Sin is a breach in the 
moral order and harmony of the universe, and 
works disintegration and confusion. It breaks up 
the fair order of the world and reduces cosmos to 
chaos. Every step in sin is a step backwards and 
downwards. It takes ages to build up the order of 
a nation, but a few years of anarchy will set it 
back for centuries. One hour of sin will undo the 
work of years in the progress of a man’s soul. No 
wonder God hates this abominable thing. As a 


| governmental Judge Не is bound to antagonize and 


punish it, because, as anarchy, it is confusing, dis- 
cordant and utterly ruinous to the Divine handi- 
work and program. 

“Man,” says Dr. George Adam Smith, 


“ not 


only governs Nature; he infects and informs her.. 


As the moral life of the soul expresses itself in the 
physical life of the body for the latter’s health 


РИ 
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or corruption, so the conduct of the human race 
affects the physical life of the universe to its 
farthest limits in space. When man is reconciled 
to God the wilderness blossoms like a rose; but the 
guilt of man sullies, infects and corrupts the place 
he inhabits and the articles he employs; and their 
destruction becomes necessary, not for his punish- 
ment so much as because of the infection and pollu- 
tion that is in them.” 

Sin is a conspiracy against the sovereignty of 
God. It is a contradiction of His nature, an insult 
to His holiness. It is His law which reveals the 
sinfulness of sin. The crookedness of a crooked 
line may be seen of itself, but it is still more evident 
if compared with a perfect standardjof straightness. 
That perfect standard is God’s law. 

One of the many words used for sin is anomia 
or lawlessness. It does not describe the condition 
of a man who never had the law, but rather the 
attitude of the man who refuses to obey the law; 
God not only gives us counsel as a friend, but He 
commands us as a sovereign. Our subjection to 
Him is based upon our absolute dependence upon 
Him, both as to creation and preservation, “In 
Him we live and move and have our being.” Sin 
is therefore disobedience and rebellion. It is con- 
tempt of God’s authority. We ought no more to 
dream of living in contempt of His word and com- 
mandment than we ought to think of riding rough- 
shod over local authority, or of allowing our 
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children to set at defiance the rules and regulations 
that govern the home. 


3. The Isolation of Sin 


The isolation of sin is threefold. It separates a 
man from himself; it separates him from God; it 
separates him from Ї his friends. 

(a) It isolates a man from himself. A man need 
never be in utter solitude as long as he can keep 
company with himself. Before Garfield became 
President he made this manly statement to some of 
his critics: “I have for many years represented a 
district in Congress whose approbation I greatly de- 
sired; but, though it may seem a little egotistical to 
say it, I yet desired still more the approbation of 
one person, and his name is Garfield. He is the 


` only man I am compelled to sleep with, eat with, 


‚ live with, and die with, and if I could not have 


his approbation, I should have bad companionship.” 

When you cannot look into your heart and say: 
“We are the same old friends that we used to be, 
this heart and I,” the isolating cause is sin. 


“Though no mortal e’er accused you, 
Though no witness еег confused you, 
Though the darkness came and fell 
Over even deeds of hell; 


Though no sign nor any token 

Spoke of one commandment broken, 
Though the world should praise and bless 
And love add the fond caress; 
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Still your secret sin would find you, 

Pass before your eyes to blind you, І 
Scar your heart with hidden shame, 

Scar your cheek with guilty flame. 


Sin was never sinned in vain, 
It could always count its slain; 
You yourself must witness be 
To your own soul’s treachery.” 


Sin blights the intellectual nature. It explains the 
awful restlessness of many a life. “ The wicked are 
like the troubled sea when it cannot rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt.” “ There is no peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked.” (Isa. 57:20, 21.) 
It is the nature of sin in the soul to work out in us 
this breaking-up of purpose, this strange restless- 
ness, this powerlessness to take the initiative in great 
and holy things. It makes life incoherent, breaks 
up its unity, and finally utterly wrecks it, for, “ The 
wages of sin is death.” 

(b) It isolates a man from his friends. No dis- 
tance in space or time, no change in circumstances, 
will so isolate a man from his friends as one sin 
will do. No one knows of the sin but God and him- 
self, but the young man at once shuns the Christian 
home where he was at one time so welcome, and in 
the fellowship of which he formerly found such re- 
freshment. “Where have you been? We were 
talking about you yesterday, wondering what had 
become of you.” The young man appealed to makes 
lame excuses for his absence. The real reason is 


есет” 
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that the affection and purity of that home re- 
mind him of his folly and sin, and make him 
ashamed. 

How happy were the boys, who on their return 
from the war, could look their loved ones in the 
face, unafraid and unashamed, because they came 
back, if not unscathed in body, unscathed and un- 
spotted in soul. 

(с) It isolates а man from God. “ Your sins 
have separated between you and your God.” “It 
is as though sin were a kind of knife, which gets 
into the joint, and pries the limb asunder. You 
were intended to live and move and have your being 
in God, but your sins have disjointed you.” So says 
Dr. J. H. Jowett. 

“Т was afraid, and I hid myself” (Gen. 3: 10), 
was the language of the first sinner. It is the dis- 
position of the soul, under the power of sin, to get 
away from God, to hide from Him, to turn into 
some other path, and to seek out a way that is not 
the way of fellowship. When a man sins, God is 
not away, the sinner is painfully conscious that He 
is near. It was because Adam knew that God was 
near that he hid himself. In his revolt he heard the 
voice of God. But sin is a conscious departure from 
God. The sinner deliberately turns his back upon 
Him. What is there that so unfits us for com- 
munion with God, and makes the very thought of 
Him unwelcome, as the cherishing of sin in the life, 
and the submission of the will to the will of the 
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Evil One? No longer can the soul that has listened 
to the voice of the tempter sing with Wesley: 


“With Thee conversing, I forget 
All time, and toil, and care; 
Labour is rest, and pain is sweet, 
If Thou, my God, art there.” 


But God will never converse thus with the man 
who repudiates His authority. 

Sin leads finally to utter isolation. It plunges a 
man into a gloom that ever deepens, into a restless- 
ness that ever increases, into a remorse that will not 
be hushed. It ends in utter darkness and banish- 
ment from God and from the glory of His power. 

“The great truth of Christianity,” said that 
manly preacher, Bishop Phillips Brooks, “ is that sin 
has no business in a human life. And that which is 
unnatural is by no means permanent. The struggle 
of all nature is against sin, to dislodge it and cast 
it out. It is going on in every clod of earth, in 
every tree, in every star, and in the soul of man. 
The quickened soul instinctively knows that evil 
is a stranger, an intruder in human life. The won- 
der is not that sin should some day be cast out, 

/ the wonder is that it should ever have come in.” 


III 
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THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS 


I think of the soul of man as a poor creature out at night 
in a wild storm and hurricane, flying through the tempest 
over a desolate moor. 

As the lightnings blaze across the heath, they reveal a 
house to which the terror-stricken soul flies. “ Who lives 
here?” she asks in agitated tones. “ This is the house of 
Justice.” “Oh, Justice, let me in, shelter me from this 
terrible storm!” 

But Justice says: “ Nay, I dare not shelter thee, for twas | 
I who kindled the lightning and raised the hurricane from 
which thou art flying.” Š 

Then I saw the poor terrified creature hastening over the 
inhospitable heath, and again there shines a house through 
the awful darkness, as the lightning flashes in the heavens. 
Thither she flies and knocking asks: “ Who lives here?” 
“Truth,” is the answer. “Oh, Truth,” cries the distracted 
creature, to the white-robed woman, Truth’s handmaid, 
“Shelter me!” “Hast thou loved Truth so much,” she 
replies, “and hast thou been so faithful to her that thou cans’t 
Ну to her for shelter? Not so, there is no shelter for thee 
here.” And though the pitiless storm rages, and ever over- 
head bellows the tempest, she finds no place of shelter from 
the hurricane. 

Then another house, shining white and beautiful, is re- 
vealed by the lurid light. “ Who lives here?” cries the faint- 
ing soul. “Mercy?” “Mercy, may I enter and find refuge 
from this pitiless storm?” 

“Hasten within, poor terror-stricken soul,” says Mercy. 
“Т have been sitting up listening for thee! This house was 
built for thy shelter; come within and fear not the storm 
without. The only condition of entrance to this refuge is 


that thou bringest with thee the sacrifice of a broken and 
contrite heart. 


III 


THE MIRACLE OF FORGIVENESS 


“Through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness 
of sins” Acts 13:38. 


АЯ of sins is not only man’s 
want, but it is the real root of all his wants. 
All other right relationships depend upon his 
relationship with God. As we have already seen 
sin is a disharmony; man’s life is incoherent and 
discordant on account of sin. Nothing but God’s 
forgiveness can restore the broken harmony, and 
make possible that fellowship with God for which 
man was created. This can only be realized in 
obedience to. that higher law, to which he instinc- 
tively acknowledges obedience to be due, and which 
the Scriptures teach us to recognize as the will of 
God. 

Because this fact is not recognized, men аге rest- 
less and dissatisfied. The prizes and honours of 
the world leave them discontented. They need con- 
stantly to be reminded as Jeremiah reminded the 
Jews of his day: “My people have committed two 
evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living 
waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cis- 
terns, that can hold no water.” (Jer. 2:13.) 

A striking story is told of two famous Scan- 
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dinavians, Ole Bull, the great violinist, and John 
Ericson, the great inventor, who taught the world 
to use the screw in steam navigation. The one was 
a Norwegian, the other'a Swede. They had been 
friends in early life, but had drifted apart and did 
not meet again until each had become famous. The 
old friendship was renewed in one of Ole Bull’s 
musical tours in America. 

As Ole Bull was leaving his friend after a delight- 
ful visit, he gave him a cordial invitation to attend 
his concert that evening. But the matter-of-fact 
Ericson declined, pleading pressure of work, and 
saying he had no time to waste on music. 

The famous violinist renewed his invitation again 


апа again, finally saying: “ If you won’t come, Pll 


bring my violin down to your shop and play.” “If 
you do,” replied the engineer playfully, “ГІ smash 
the thing to pieces.” 

Knowing the marvelous, almost supernatural 
power of his instrument to touch and awaken new 
aspirations in the human heart, Ole Bull felt curious 
to know what effect it would have on this scientific 
man steeped in his prosaic physics. So he planned 
a bit of diplomacy. 

Taking his violin one day, as he had threatened, 
he called upon Ericson at his workshop. He re- 
moved the strings, the screws and apron, and called 
Ericson’s attention to certain defects, asking him 
about the scientific and acoustic properties involved, 
and discussing the differing effect of the grains of 
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certain woods. From this he went on to a dis- 
sertation of sound waves. Finally, to illustrate his 
meaning and his questions, he replaced the parts, 
tuned the instrument, and bringing the bow softly 
down upon the tense strings, drew out a few marvel- 
ously sweet, rich tones. 

In a moment the workmen in the shop dropped 
their tools and listened with wide-eyed wonder. Ole 
Bull played on with his matchless skill, touching 
broken chords and awakening buried feelings, until 
the workshop almost became-a place of worship. 

When finally he paused, Ericson lifted his bowed 
head, revealing eyes that were wet with tears. Then 
he said softly, with a touch of reverent awe in his 
voice, “ Play on! Don’t stop! I never knew before 
what it was that was lacking in my life.” 

That is what men say everywhere when they 
learn of the unfathomable mercy of God, and of His 
readiness to pardon. What a wonderful message 
this is of the matchless skill whereby the restless, 
sinful, discordant life can be adjusted, purified and 
filled abidingly with heavenly music! No wonder 
when men hear it that they exclaim: “I never 
knew before what it was that was lacking in my 
life.” 


The Difference Between Sin and Crime 


The fact that all other relationships in a man’s 
life depend upon his relationship with God is illus- 
trated by the difference between sin and crime. 
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Crime is one thing, sin is another. Crime is social, 
it lies between шап and man; between man and 
society; between man and human law. It is the 
function of the magistrate to take note of crime. 
Crime can be weighed, measured and have adequate 
punishment meted out to it. There the function of 
the magistrate ends, 3 

But who knows the nature of sin? Who pos- 
sesses an eye fine enough to measure it? Who is 
qualified to weigh iniquity? Who is penetrating 
enough to see sin as it really is? None but God. 
I can forgive a crime but in the province of sin, I 
have no jurisdiction. Suppose a man has wronged 
me, and has the manliness to say: “I have done 
you a wrong. I am sorry for it; I exceedingly re- 
gret it.” I can in an instant say: “І accept your 
apologies. I will banish it from my memory and 
think no more of it.” 

Is that all?, Is the matter ended? Between my- 
self and the offender, yes, but between the offender 
and God, no. After the account has been settled 
with man, it must be put right with God. І have 
forgiven the crime, who but God can forgive the 
sin? Тһе matter of а man’s wrong-doing has its 
religious bearings as well as its personal, aspects, 
and the sin must be as fully confessed to God, as 
\ the crime has been confessed to man. Until that is 
' done there can be no rest. The extended hand from 
man, the assurance that the offense is blotted out 
of the memory, will not remove the disquiet and 
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reproach of the heart. Only the forgiveness of 
God can do that. David’s heart was so filled with 
a sense of the wrong done to God Himself, that all 
other confession was swallowed up in the broken- 
hearted acknowledgment: “Against Thee, Thee 
only have I sinned.” The crimes against Uriah and 
Bathsheba and the whole of his kingdom, foul 
though they were, were less grave than the broken 
relations with a living, loving, personal God. 


Confession the Condition of Forgiveness 


There is no forgiveness without confession. “ He 
that covereth his sins shall not prosper, but whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” 
(Prov. 28:13.) The six hardest words in the Eng- 
lish language are: “I have been in the wrong.” 
I have known those, who, rather than utter them, 
preferred to suffer the whole of their afterlife to 
undergo an eclipse. 

What a terrible condition David’s was when he 
cloaked his sin instead of confessing it! “ When 
I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my 
roaring all the day.” (Psalm 32:3.) There is no 
more startling revelation in the Bible than this of 
the experience of a soul trying to hide sin from God. 
When I kept silence; when I refused to confess; 

_ when I knew I had done wrong and would not own 
{ to it; when I tried to put a brave face оп it, and 
| excuse it to myself; when I made believe that God 


ans 


nn, 


56 THE COUNTERFEIT CHRIST 


did not disapprove; then “My bones waxed old 
through my roaring all the day long. For day and 
night Thy hand was heavy upon me; my moisture 
is turned into the drought of summer.” (Vers. 3, 
4.) 

He was parched and scorched with inward grief. 
The sap of his soul was dried. He was growing 
old before his time. The oil was almost gone from 
the lamp of life, and the flame flickered as though 
it would soon expire. Unconfessed sin, like a viru- 


\ lent poison, dried up the fountain of his strength, 


x 
ur 


and made him like a tree blasted by lightning, or a 
plant withered by the scorching heat of a tropical 
sun. 

How dramatic and suggestive is that brief dia- 
logue between Nathan and David. The King said 
to Nathan: “I have sinned against the Lord.” 
And Nathan said to David, “ The Lord also hath 
put away thy sin.” (2 Sam. 12:13.) Equally simple 
and concise is David’s own confession. “I said I 
will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and 
Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.” (Psalm 
32:5.) The moment he took the place of confession, 
God took the place of forgiveness. Tiger 

That great theologian, the lamented Dr. James 
Denny, says: “There is power in the blood of 
Jesus to cleanse us from all sin, and there is no 
power anywhere else, but it needs the condition of 


; openness and sincerity. We cannot be cleansed 


_ from the sin we do not confess. We cannot be 
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cleansed from the sin we excuse. We cannot be 
excused from the sin to which we are secretly re- 
solved to cling. There is no such thing as nego- 
tiation, transaction or compromise possible in the 
relations of God and man. We may take the Gospel 
or leave it, but we cannot bargain about it. We 
may be cleansed from all sin, or from none, but not 
from some on condition of retaining others. Re- 
nounce with all your heart everything secret and 
insincere. Let there be nothing hidden in your life, 
no prevarications, no reserves. Insincerity, the dark 
atmosphere in which so many souls live, is, in its 
turn, one of the forms of sin from which the blood 
of Christ cleanses; and as we confess it, and disown 
it, and bring it to the cleansing blood, it also loses 
its power. This is the way in which all the wealth 
of the Gospel becomes ours.” These golden words 
from a now silent voice are worth pondering, for 
in them lies the secret of God’s forgiveness of 
sin. 

In the year 1517 there was a great riot in London 
in which many houses were sacked, and a general 
insurrection reigned. Guns from the Tower of 
London were thundering against the insurgents, and 
armed bands were assailing them on every side. 
Three hundred men were arrested, tried and hanged. 
Five hundred more were thrown into prison, and 
were finally put upon their trial before King Henry 
the Eighth. The prisoners were tried. in West- 
minister Hall, and on the appointed day the five 


58 THE COUNTERFEIT CHRIST 


hundred men marched in, under escort, every man 
with a rope round his neck. 

Before the King passed sentence of death, three 
Queens entered the Hall by a side door. They were 
Catherine of Aragon the wife of the King; Mar- 
garet of Scotland, the sister of the King; and Mary 
of France. They approached the throne, and pros- 
trating themselves before the King, reminded him 
that every man pleaded guilty. They besought his 
mercy and forgiveness, first because the men con- 
fessed their crime; secondly, because of the wives 
and children who’ were innocent, and who were іп 
peril of suffering with the guilty. The King was 
greatly moved; the tears and intercessions of the 
three Queens prevailed. Every one of the trembling 
men was forgiven and released. 

In what way did these men plead their guilt? 
Each man, according to the custom of those days, 
wore a rope round his neck. That rope had a voice 
which said: “I am guilty of the offense with which 
I am charged; I deserve death, and here is the rope 
with which to hang me.” The way to win God’s 
forgiveness and favour is to come into His presence 
wearing the rope of confession. When the Publican 
came with this rope and cried: “God be merciful 
to me the sinner—as it is in the Greek: not a sinner, 
but the sinner, he went down to his home justified. 
Confession, frank and full is the Golden Gate. 
There is no forgiveness without it. There is in- | 
stant forgiveness with it, 
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What Has Nature to Say? 


' It is a commonplace to say that Nature knows 
nothing about forgiveness. But it is scarcely true, 
for her voice prepares us to listen for the voice of 
pardon in the spiritual realm. Nature is a dumb 
_ prophet of Redemption. The effects of physical sin 
are not irreparable. On the contrary, the moment 
the sinning ceases the work of reparation begins. 
The broken bone, reset, begins to knit together; the 
cut flesh begins to close up; where tissue has been 
burned away Nature mercifully produces new tissue 
to take its place. The drunkard gives up the poison 
and the body begins to cast out the alcoholized tis- 
sues and bring new and healthy ones to take their 
place. If Nature cannot repair the wrong unaided 
there are other marvellous reparative agencies ready 
to give their aid. To every one who is in danger 
of listening to the Devil’s lie that recovery from a 
life of sin is impossible, let me say that directly 
а man ceases to sow to the flesh, а door of escape 
from the dreadful harvest of sin is opened to him 
in his misery and self-reproach, by the mercy of 
God; and God will, on man’s repentance, restore 
the years that the caterpillar has eaten. 


What Has Revelation to Say? 


“ George Eliot thought,” says Lord Acton, writ- 
ing of her in The Nineteenth Century and After, 
“that the world would be infinitely better and hap- 
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pier if men could be made to feel that there is no 
escape from the inexorable law that we reap what 
we һауе sown.” That is the attitude of modern 
unbelief. Not so, says Micah, in his exquisite little 
poem of twelve lines on the subject of God’s for- 
giveness of sin. After the prophet’s opening ex- 
clamation, “Who is a God like unto Thee?” he 
gives us, in ten statements, a complete view of the 
marvels of God’s forgiving and subduing grace. 
He pardons iniquity; He passes over transgression; 


| He retains not His anger for ever; He delights in 
mercy; He will have compassion on us; He will sub- 


i 
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due our iniquities; Не will cast all our sins into the 
depths of the sea; He will perform the truth to 
Jacob; He will show the mercy to Abraham, which 
He has sworn unto our fathers from the days of 
old.” (Micah 7: 18-20.) 

Well do I remember the flash of light which a 
Welshman threw upon a familiar verse which he 
struggled in vain to put into English: “ There is 
forgiveness with Thee ’’—and then he paused. In- 
stead of saying “that Thou mightest be feared,” 
he said: “ There is forgiveness with Thee enough 
to frighten us.” 

“Plato! Plato!” said Socrates, “ perhaps God 
can forgive deliberate sin but I do not see how! ” 
Revelation tells us how. This is what Revelation 
says: In sinning we have violated the law of 
Eternal Righteousness, Its claims must be met. To 
forgive sin without punishment; to pardon sin ex- 
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cept on the ground of an atonement for it, would 
be to sanction it, and to break down the moral 
government of the Universe. God must be just as 
well as justifier. The word “ just” means activity 
in conformity ‘with things as they really are. Can 
a God who acts in conformity with things as they 
really are, forgive sins? 

The answer is found in the Apostle Paul’s daring 
but wonderful words: “ For He hath made Him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him.” (2 Cor. 
5421.) “ 

It was man who had sinned, and the sinless, spot- 
less Son of God became man in order that He might 
bear the consequences of sin. No fellow-man could 
have died for us. The Sin-Bearer must be sinless, 
or die for His own sin. 


“There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin; 
He only could unlock the gate 
Of heaven, and let us in.” 


Man’s sin was against God, and hence no mere 
man could make equal atonement for it. It needed 
the Deity of Christ to give a sufficient value to his 
atoning work. The God-man, and He alone, could 
meet the claim between God’s law and man’s sin. 
He met that claim, He satisfied the last demand of 
the Law, and in His Resurrection from the dead 
we have the eternal and incontestable proof that 
the debt has been paid. He was delivered up to 
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the executioner for our offences, and Не was raised 
again for our justification. (Rom. 4:25.) His 
presence at the right hand of the Majesty on High 
is our receipt for the payment of our debt, even 
to the uttermost farthing. 

This is how the greatest of all theologians puts 
it in closing a sermon preached at Antioch: “ Be 
.it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that 
through this man is preached unto you the forgive- 
ness of sins: and by Him all that believe are justified 
from all things, from which ye could not be justified 
by the law of Moses. Beware therefore, lest that 
come upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets; 
Behold ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I 
work a work in your days, a work which ye shall 
in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto 
you.” (Acts 13: 38-40.) 


“Trembling before Thee, we fall down to adore Thee, 
Shamefaced and trembling, we lift our eyes to Thee. 
O Saviour, First and Last! annul our ruined past, 
Rebuild us to Thy glory, set us free 
From sinning and from sorrow, to fall down and worship 
Thee. 
Full of pity view us, stretch out Thy sceptre to us, 
Then bid us live that we may give ourselves to Thee: 
O Faithful Lord and True! Stand up for us and do, 
Make us lovely, make us new, and set us free— 
Heart and soul and spirit—to bring all and worship 
Thee.” 
CHRISTINA ROSSETTI. 


IV 


THE MEANING OF THE RENT VEIL 


“No more veil! God bids me enter 
By the new and living way— 
Not in trembling hope I venture, 
Boldly I His call obey; 
There with Him, my God, I meet 
God upon the mercy-seat! 


In the robes of spotless whiteness, 
With the blood of priceless worth, 

He has gone into that brightness, 
Christ rejected from the earth— 

Christ accepted there on high, 

And in Him do I draw nigh. 


Oh, the welcome I have found there, 
God in all His love made known! 
Oh, the glory that surrounds there 
Those accepted in His Son! 
Who can tell the depths of bliss 
Spoken by the Father’s kiss?” 


Hymns of Tersteegen. 


IV 


THE MEANING OF THE RENT VEIL 


“And Jesus uttered a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. 
And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top 
to the bottom. Mark 15:37, 38. 


HE signs and wonders which accompanied 
the tragedy of Calvary are fully recorded by 
the evangelists. The record of St. Matthew 

is the fullest. He says: “ And Jesus cried again 
with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. And 
behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom: and the earth did quake; and 
the rocks were rent; and the tombs were opened; 
and many bodies of the saints that had fallen asleep 
were raised; and coming out of the tombs after His 
resurrection, appeared unto many. Now the cen- 
turion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, 
when they saw the earthquake, and the things that 
were done, feared exceedingly, saying, Truly this 
was the Son of God.” (Matt. 2:50-54, R.V.) 
Of all these tokens, three out of the four evangel- 
ists, while omitting others, are careful to record the 
rending of the Temple Veil. The centurion, being 
a Roman, was attracted, not by the rending of the 
Veil, but by the earthquake. “ When he saw the 
earthquake,” he said, “ Truly this was the Son of 
65 
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God.” But the other tokens were comparatively 
unimportant to the Jew in view of what to him was 
a more terrible portent—the Veil of the Temple 
was rent. When the messengers rushed in breath- 
less haste to the scene of the crucifixion to tell the 
Chief Priest what had happened, they could speak 
of nothing but of the awful fact that the Veil of 
the Holy Place had been rent from the top to the 
bottom, and that it was possible for men to see that 
which for fifteen hundred years had been hidden 
from the eyes of common men. 

What was the Temple Veil? It was a thick, stiff, 
massive curtain of woven silk, patterned with gold 
and silver embroidery, sixty feet long and thirty feet 
wide. It was of the thickness of the palm of the 
hand, and wrought in seventy-two squares, which 
were firmly joined together. Edersheim says that 
it was so heavy that, in the exaggerated language 
of the time, it needed three hundred priests to 
manipulate it. No mere convulsion of Nature in 
her agony could have rent that curtain. 

The earthquake did not rend it; the shattering of 
the rocky tombs did not rend it; it was torn by the 
hand of God. 

Behind that Veil, and into that Holy of Holies, 
only one man was ever permitted to enter. Once a 
year, the High Priest, with feelings of awe and 
solemnity which must have thrilled his soul, bearing 
with him the blood of a spotless lamb, entered 
within the Veil and into the Holiest Place where 
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God manifested His glory, and His acceptance of 
the blood of remission and salvation. Only once a 
year the mysterious gloom of that hallowed spot 
was lit up by the glow of the censer of him who 
made atonement for the sins of the people. 

It is difficult for us to imagine the feelings of 
those who stood before the Veil at the ninth hour. , 
They saw it tremble, and then invisible hands tore 
it from the top to the bottom. A priest who wit- 
nessed this terrible portent “would turn cold; he 
would be unable either to stir or speak. When at 
last he did recover from his terror and find his voice, 
what would he say? Unless һе was judicially 
blinded—as, alas, so many were—he would say: 


' Jehovah has done for ever with that Veil and all 
I that it stands for.” When a thing is done with, 
we tear it up and cast it aside, and all the Veil had 


symbolized was now fulfilled. Edersheim suggests 
that this phenomenon may account for the early 
conversion of so many priests recorded in Acts 6:7. * 

Let us now gather our thoughts around some of 
the lessons which are suggested by the rending of 
the Temple Veil. 


1. The Rent Veil Told of the End of Symbolism 


“Тһе old economy was passing away before the 
Cross of the Nazarene. The officiating priests were 
doubtless preparing the offering of the evening sac- 
rifice. Terrified at what had happened, they fled in 
the very act of preparing the lambs which had been 
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brought to them for sacrifice. But there was по 
longer any need of their services, for the Great 
Sacrifice had been offered. Jesus, “through His 
. own blood, had entered in once for all into the Holy 

_ Place, having obtained eternal redemption.” (Нер. 
g:12.) The Veil of the Holy Place, rent from top 
to bottom, was hanging in two parts from its 
fastenings above and at the side, for He to whom all 
the sacrifices had pointed, and of whom they all had 
spoken, had offered “one sacrifice for sins for 
ever,” and God, by one great decisive act was recon- 
ciled to man. 


“Tis finished! all the debt is paid; 
Justice divine is satisfied; 

The grand and full atonement made; 
God, for a guilty world, hath died. 


“The Veil is rent in Christ alone; 

The living way to heaven is seen; 

The middle wall is broken down, 
And all mankind may enter in.” 


The entire paraphernalia of Temple, Veil, Altar, 
and Sacrifices, was now passing away for ever, for 
“When that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part is done away.” 

How suggestive was the symbolism on what was 
called by the Rabbis “ The Day,” to distinguish it 
from all other days. Well might the High Priest 
prepare for that Day with the utmost solicitude, for 
if he, the representative of the people, failed in any 
point of duty, Israel’s guilt would remain, their light 
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would be quenched, their hope extinguished, and 
they sent away in blank despair. So we see the 
High Priest, after days of the most careful prepara- 
tion, clad, not in his golden vestments, but in plain, 
white robes, with bared feet and beating heart, 
entering within the Most Holy Place. After that 
nothing could be seen of his movements. The Veil 
fell back, and the High Priest stood alone and 
separated from all the people in the awful gloom of 
the Holiest of All, only lit by the red glow of the 
coals in his censer. 

As the tears stream from his eyes he confesses, 
first his own sins, and then the sins of the people, 
and the Holiest Place becomes to him a very Geth- 
semane. Again and again he sprinkles on the Mercy 
Seat the symbol of the life forfeited and saved, and 
when for the seventh time the blood has been 
sprinkled, he stands alone with God, justified, ac- 
cepted, loved and blessed. 

` Having made atonement for the people, he puts 

off his linen garments, which were never used again, 
and appears before the waiting multitude in his 
beautiful vestments, the golden garments of the 
bride-chamber. As the people see him reappear in 
this attire, they know that the atonement has been 
made and accepted, and the pent-up agony and sus- 
pense give place to holy joy. Their burden is gone, 
and access to God, which, without these services, 
would have been impossible, either for priests or 
people, has once more been restored. 
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But it was only for a brief interval. Soon the 
burden of sin began again to oppress the conscience, 
and the gnawing sense of wrong-doing distressed the 
heart. “ The sacrifices offered year by year could 
never make perfect those who drew nigh. Else 
would they not have ceased to be offered, because 
the worshippers, having been once cleansed, would 


. have had no more conscience of sins.” “ And every 


priest indeed standeth day by day ministering and 
offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, the which 


сап never take away sins: but He, when Не had 
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offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down ( on 


\ the right hand of God; from henceforth « expecting 


till His enemies be made the footstool of His feet.” 
перото уза ттге) 

The offerers under the old dispensation were 
always standing. There was no place for sitting, be- 
cause there was no time for sitting. No sooner was 
one sacrifice presented than it was necessary to pre- 
pare for, the offering of the next. But when the 
Temple Veil was rent and the Eternal sacrifice for 
sins was offered, He, Who as the Head, had carried 
His people with Him into the Holiest Place, “ sat 
down on the right hand of Сой”; the position sug- 
gesting the place of rest, the E of grace, the 
place of honour, the place of power, and the place 
of expectation. 

The Rent Veil told of the passing away of the 
shadows and the introduction of the race into that 
of which all the shadows had spoken. When the 
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Church was a child she spoke as a child, she thought 
as a child, she understood as a child, but now that 
she had become a man, she had put away childish 
things. Now she leaves the kindergarten system of 
instruction, to be initiated into the mysteries of the 
Kingdom of Grace. She had seen through a glass 
darkly up to that period, but now, in the light of 
the Cross and of the Rent Veil, she saw face to 
face. 


2. The Rent Veil Told Also of the End of Sin 


It is surely significant that the rending of the 
Veil is noted by the evangelists as being identical 
in point of time with the death of Jesus. It was at ~ 
the moment when He gave up the ghost that the 
Temple Veil was rent. In the ninth chapter of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews—an Epistle which throws 
more light on the Rent Veil than any other portion 
of God’s word—we read, “ For Christ entered not 
into a holy place made with hands, like in pattern 
to the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear 
in the presence of God for us: nor yet that He should 
offer Himself often, as the High Priest entereth 
into the Holy Place year by year with blood not 
his own; else must He often have suffered since the 
foundation of the world: but now once at the end 
of the ages hath He been manifested to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” (Verses 24-26.) 
The rending of the Veil at the moment of the death 
of Christ tells, then, of sin put away. The word 


72 THE COUNTERFEIT CHRIST: 


which in chapter 7: 18 is used for the abrogation of 
the command relating to the line of earthly priests, 
is here applied to the destruction of the power and 
abolition of the results of sin. 

I think the type which Jesus Himself used is ca- 
pable of a deeper significance than we are disposed 
to attach to it. “Тһе central thought,” as the late 
Bishop Westcott says, “ is that of the evil by which 
the people suffered being shown openly as over- 
come.” It was a serpent impaled upon a spear or 
pole. The drooping head and motionless fangs 
spoke of deliverance from all the venomous creatures 
it represented. That which the people dreaded 
most, that which was causing death and suffering 
on every hand, was dead and could harm them no 
more. 

What can the Cross mean but the death of sin? 
That of which the serpent was the symbol, that 
awful and destructive power we call sin, is seen 
upon the Cross to be harmless as a dead snake. 
“Him, Who knew по sin, He made to be sin on 
our behalf, that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him.” (2 Сог. 5:21.) “ Christ was in 
some sense,” says one of our ablest expositors, “ an 
impersonation and manifestation of sin. He was 
not merely made man, He was made sin, and all the 
virulence and venom of sin, all that is dangerous 
and deadly in it, our Lord bids us believe is ab-' 
sorbed in His person and rendered harmless on the 
Cross.” 


- 
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“Тһе reign of sin and death is o'er, 

And all may live from sin set free, 
Satan hath lost his mortal power, 
Tis swallowed up in victory.” 


We may see in the Cross of Christ the cause of 
our fear, restlessness and wretchedness—the dis- 
ease which sin always occasions—brought to an 
end. Do you not remember that wonderful word of 
the Apostle Paul in the sixth chapter of the Epistle 
to the Romans: “ Getting to Know this, that our old 
man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, that so we should no longer 
be in bondage to sin?” In the light of the Rent 
Veil and the victorious Cross, we may say to the 
sin which has held us in its cruel bondage, “ No 
longer shalt thou hold dominion over my soul! By 
an act of daring, adoring and persistent faith I 
put thee where Christ put thee, on the Cross. I 
will live in anarchy no longer. Once and for ever 
I repudiate sin, and take my oath of allegiance to 
Him who loved me and gave Himself for me.” This 
is possible because the sin has been put away, dis- 
anulled, destroyed. Its power has been for ever 
broken to the soul that knows the meaning of the 
wondrous Cross. Once in the end of the ages 
He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself, therefore “sin shall no longer lord it 
over you, for you are not under law but under 
grace.” 
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The Veil was the symbol of sacerdotal exclusive- 
ness. It signified a right of approach which com- 
` mon men did not possess. It was a symbol of 
secrecy and mystery, and in doing away with the 
Veil, God did away with sacerdotal exclusiveness, 
secrecy and mystery. ‘‘ The mystery hid from ages 
and generations ” was now made known in Christ. 
Every man is now his own priest, with the right of 
access with boldness to the throne of the heavenly 
grace. “Christianity,” as Dr. Fairbairn says, “has 
a priesthood (all believers), but no priest. A temple, 
but no sacred place. A sacrifice, but no material 
sacrifice.” He then inquires how the term “ priest ” 
came into the Church. It was never used by the 
apostles: it was never used concerning them; it was 
never used in the first and second centuries in the 
writings of the Fathers. Nearly two centuries of 
the Christian Church had passed, before the word 
“priest” was ever introduced. “How zealous,” 
says Dr. Fairbairn, “those early Christians must 
have been to have kept the idea of a ‘priest’ out 
so long.” But the idea was introduced in the third 
century, and, alas! it came to'stay. Ever since, 
men have been claiming a prerogative which does 
not exist, and for which there is no longer any neces- 
sity. To claim to be a priest since that Veil was 
rent is to deny the efficacy and all-sufficiency of 
Christ's sacrifice, and to deny the truth of the Resur- 
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rection, for if Christ has risen, the sacrifice for sins 
has been offered once for all, and it cannot by any 
possibility be repeated or offered again. The as- . 
cended Lord gave to His Church—apostles, ргорһ-! 
ets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, but He gave 
no priests, for all the members of His body соп-: 
stitute a holy and a royal priesthood. 

Resist then, to the uttermost, all priestly assump- 
tions. Allow no mortal intermediary to come be- 
tween your soul and God, and deny any man the 
right to patch up and rehang the Veil which, by the 
hand of God, was torn from the top to the bottom. 
Is there not a delightful anticipation of the rending. 
of the Veil in the “ Romance of grace,” as the 
Parable of the Prodigal has been called? The 
enemies of our Lord said: “ This man receiveth sin- 
ners and eateth with them.” Jesus answered in 
effect: “ That is exactly what I have come to do. 
You have interpreted aright the meaning of My 
mission. I have come to bring the penitent prodigal . 
into the presence chamber of a pardoning God.” In 
countries like South America, where there is a 
Roman Catholicism that is worse than heathenism, 
they do not know what to do with that parable, for 
it rings the death-knell of priestism. So they spoil 
it by putting a priest into it. There are only two 

j steps in that parable: “Не came to himself,” and 
“ He came to his father,” though both the Roman 
| Catholic and the Ritualist would like to add a third, 

| viz., he came to the priest. 
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Blessed be God the gulf has been bridged, the 
living way has been opened; claim, therefore, your 
right of access into the Holiest of all, through the 
blood of Jesus. For a few brief moments, once a 
year, the High Priest stood in that mysterious 
chamber. We may abide there continually, for the 
exclusiveness, mystery and secrecy indicated by the 
Veil are for ever done away. 


4. The Rent Veil Told of the End of Separation 


For fifteen hundred years that Veil had separated 
between sinful man and a holy God. God invited 
man to come and worship and serve Him, but he 
must not come too near. The Veil kept him at a 
distance. His presence in the tabernacle testified to 
his longing for the restoration of forfeited fellow- 
ship, but it also testified to his unfitness for it, and 
his inability to attain it. Love called him near, but 
righteousness kept him back. Yet the entrance of 
the High Priest into the Holiest Place, once a year, 
was a prophecy of the time when the Veil would be 
rent, and when the right of entrance would be given 
to all. 

The work of Jesus was to remove the barrier that 
stood between the Holy and the Holiest, and to give 
man both the right and the qualifications for en- 
trance. “ Having therefore, brethren, boldness ”-- 
in contrast to the trembling of the High Priest of 
old—‘ to enter into the Holiest by the blood of 
Jesus, by the way which He dedicated for us, a new 
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and living way, through the Veil, that is to say 
His flesh; and having a great High Priest over the 
house of God; let us draw near with a true heart 
in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprin- 
kled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed 
with pure water.” (Heb. 10: 19-22.) 

Here is the fourfold qualification: A true heart— 
there must be no insincerity or want of trans- 
parency about it; a heart without guile and un- 
reality: a believing heart—a heart that believes God 
means what He says when He bids us enter; that 
regards entrance into the Holiest not as an act of 
presumption, but as an act of obedience; the am- 
bassadors and courtiers may remain in the vestibule, 
but the child of the king enters boldly into the king’s 
presence: a pure heart—a heart cleansed from the 
stains and poison of sin; the little child has no in- 
clination to run into the father’s arms so long as 
some unforgiven sin disturbs the conscience: a pure 
body—the putting away of all sinful and doubtful 
habits, of everything, in short, that would prevent 
our being at home in the presence of God, for it is in 
the body that we are to glorify Him; “ The body 
is for the Lord and the Lord for the Бойу”; and 
“the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” 
This is the fourfold disposition for entrance within 
the Veil. 

There is now no separation. The moment Christ 
received the judgment due to our sins, that moment 
God revealed Himself. The moment He drank the 
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cup the Veil was rent. The Cross is the expression 
of God’s unutterable hatred of sin, and until sin 
was disannulled He must be a hidden God. But 
when He had judged the sin, in the Person of His 
Only Begotten, He showed Himself to man without 
a Veil. On which side of the Holiest Place are 
we living? We may be dispensationally within and 
experimentally without. We may be like the priests 
busy “ accomplishing services,” while the invitation 
to “draw near” is unheeded. He, Who is not 
ashamed to call us His brethren, has taken us with 
Him into that place of rest and refreshment within 
the Veil. If we understand our privileges aright, 
we shall boldly enter in, and as we come forth to 
serve, our face will bear the impress of the life 
within the Veil, and our work will be done in the 
wisdom and strength derived from dwelling in the 
Secret Place of the Most High. 

“How good it is, when weaned from all beside, 

With God alone the soul is satisfied, 

Deep hidden in His heart! 
How good it is, redeemed, and washed and shriven, 


To dwell, a cloistered soul, with Christ in heaven, 
Joined, never more to part! 


“How good it is, when from a distant land, 
From lonely wanderings, and from weary ways, 

The soul hath reached at last the golden strand, 
The Gates of Praise! 

There, where the tide of endless love flows free, 
There in the sweet and glad eternity, 

Ere yet the days and nights of earth are o’er, 

Begins the day that is for evermore.” 


V 


JACOB’S WONDERFUL DAY 


Come, О thou Traveller unknown, 
Whom still I hold, but cannot see! 
My company before is gone, 
And I am left alone with thee; . A 
With thee all night I mean to stay, 
And wrestle till the break of day. 


I need not tell thee who I am, 
My misery and sin declare; 
Thyself hast called me by my name, 
Look on thy hands and read it there; 
But who, I ask thee, who art Thou? 
Tell me Thy name, and tell me now. 


In vain thou strugglest to get free, 
I never will unloose my hold! 

Art thou the Man that died for me? 
The secret of thy love unfold; 

Wrestling, I will not let thee go, 

Till I thy name, thy nature know. 


Wilt thou not yet to me reveal 
Thy new, unutterable name? 
Tell me, I still beseech thee, tell; ' 
To know it now resolved I am; 
Wrestling, I will not let thee go, 
Till I thy name, thy nature know. 


What though my shrinking flesh complain, 
And murmur to contend so long? 

I rise superior to my pain, 
When I am weak, then I am strong 

And when my all of strength shall fail, 

I shall with the God-man prevail. 


CHARLES WESLEY. 
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JACOB’S WONDERFUL DAY 


“And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man 
with him until the breaking of the day.” Сеп. 32:24. 


T is not possible to describe the life of Jacob in 
a single word. You can characterize the life of 
Abraham by faith; Moses by meekness; Joshua 
by courage; Job by patience; Solomon by wisdom; 
but no single word will describe Jacob. His is an 
inconsistent life, though not without its redeeming 
features. Among these we cannot but admire his 
patience during the long delays in Mesopotamia, 
and his fidelity in the service of his uncle. Nor can 
we fail to admire his love for his mother, and his 
devotion to the beloved Rachel. Yet his life is 
marked by duplicity and selfishness. He was always 
trying to assist God in the accomplishment of the 
Divine purposes. Withal he was hopeful, grateful, 
prayerful and resourceful. Notwithstanding all his 
faults—and they were many—there was continual 
testimony in his life to the value of things unseen. 
It is a very human life, and affords one of the pro- 
foundest studies in the Scriptures. 

Our kinship with Jacob is probably closer than 
we imagine; and a full-length portrait is given to 
us, because, if we only look closely enough, we may 
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find our own picture in the story of this composite 
life. 

I shall take for granted familiarity with the early 
years of Jacob’s life, and shall gather your thoughts 
around the most wonderful day in his history; 
dwelling on the events of the morning, afternoon, 
midnight and daybreak of the following day. 

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, in one of his many 
luminous sermons on Jacob—to all of which I 
gratefully acknowledge my indebtedness—calls at- 
tention to the utterance of Jacob when he was dying. 
“ The God before Whom my fathers Abraham and 
Isaac did walk; the God Who hath fed me all my 
life long until this day, the Angel, Who hath re- 
deemed me from all evil, bless the lads.” (Gen. 
48:15, 16.) 

“Evil” is one of the eleven words used in the 
Old Testament to describe sin. The word means 
disintegration, breaking up, or breaking away. As 
Jacob lay dying he looked back at those “ breakings 
away ” in his life, when breaches were made in the 
harmony; and steps were taken, that but for the 
mercy and interposition of God, would have ended 


in disaster and ultimate ruin. 


The word “redeemed” occurs here for the first 
time in the Scripture. It means “to demand back- 
again,” “to extricate from difficulty.” The Angel 
who identified Himself with Jacob, extricating him 
from the tangles in which he again and again in- 
volved himself; delivering him from the conse- 
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quences of his wrong-doing, and restoring the 
broken harmony in his life, was none other than the 
Angel-Jehovah. His delights, from the beginning, 
were with the sons. of men. He repeatedly inter- 
posed in Jacob’s behalf, and well might the Psalmist 
say: “ Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for 
his help!” (Psalm 146: 5.) 


Morning 


After parting in the early morning with his uncle 
Laban, with mutual recriminations and reconcilia- 
tions, Jacob had reached the frontier of the land 
God had given him for his inheritance. He had 
travelled four hundred miles to reach that frontier, 
and it was more than twenty years since he had 
crossed it on his outward journey into Mesopotamia. 
He departed without consulting Laban. It was 
enough for Jacob that God told him to return to 
Bethel, and it took Laban seven days of hot pursuit 
to overtake him. (Gen. 31:23.) 

For twenty years Jacob had been in Laban’s 
school; an experience that had not been joyous but 
grievous. Jacob’s schoolmaster was а greedy, 
treacherous and ungrateful man. Before they 
parted on the morning of the most eventful day in 
Jacob’s life, he was able to say to his uncle: “ These 
twenty years have I been in thy house; I served thee 
fourteen years for thy two daughters, and six years 
for thy cattle; and thou hast changed my wages ten 
times. Except the God of my father, the God of 
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Abraham, and the fear of Isaac had been with me, 
surely now hadst thou sent me away empty. God 
hath seen mine affliction, and the labour of my 
hands, and rebuked thee yesternight.” (Gen. 31: 
41, 42.) 

The time had come for Jacob to graduate, for 
school was out. “Апа the Lord said unto Jacob, 
Return unto the land of thy fathers and to thy 
kindred and I will be with thee.” (Ver. 3.) How 
faithful Jacob had been during those twenty years 
is proved by the words he addressed to Rachel and 
Leah, when he told them of his determination to 
depart: “I see your father’s countenance, that it 
is not toward me as before; but the God of my 
father hath been with me. And ye know that with 
all my power I have served your father. And your 
father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten 
times; but God suffered him not to hurt me.” (Vers. 
5-7.) 

When a man can say: “ Ye know that with all 
my power I have served your father; ” when he can 
also say, “God has seen my toil as well as my 
troubles; and because of my fidelity to Him, He has 
not suffered any one to hurt me,” he has not been 
to school in vain. | 

We all have to go to school with Laban. The 
Laban to whom we are sent is just the one our soul 
needs. Here is a golden sentence of Bishop Butler’s: 
“ There is a providential .disposition of things 
around every one of us, and it is exactly suited to 
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the flaws and excrescences, the angles, the: faults, 
and the corruptions of our character. Just as if 
Providence had no other life to make a disposition 
of things for but one, and that one your own.” 

Does not this furnish the key to our life? Char- 
acter—which is the Divine nature incarnate—is the 
only work of God’s hands, so far as His creatures 
are concerned, which will last for ever. All else will 
perish, but character is imperishable. Even with a 
hard and unscrupulous schoolmaster like Laban, 
you can harness the flames of hate, injustice and 
ingratitude, compelling them to do nothing but to 
burn off your bonds; defeating the concerted devices 
of hell, and making Satan himself ashamed that he 
ever tried to discourage and defeat you. 

Our Lord Himself had His Laban. “Though 
He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the 
things which He suffered.” “ He was made perfect 
by suffering.” “Не endured the contradiction of 
sinners against Himself.” He was thus exposed to 
the same discipline, and made perfect on the same 


| principles as we are. The supreme use of the world 


کے 


with its tears, trials, temptations and tribulations, is 
the refining, testing, purifying, and the final apr 
proval of human character. 

We must never run away from school until God 
gives us permission. When we have learned our 
lessons He will give us our discharge, and if we 
have been faithful, He will give us our diploma also. 
Let this be your constant prayer: “ My all-wise 
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Father, mercifully grant me the exact discipline 
through the faults, and even through the sins of 
others, which Thou seest my character requires. 
Only give me the assurance that Thou art with 
me, and by thy grace, I will never forsake my Laban 
—no matter how unjust or ungenerous He may 
be—but at Thy word.” 

The perils of our schooling must never be over- 
looked. The first is to be ignorant of its significance, 
and so to lose all its advantages and lessons. If 
a student does not know why he goes to college he 


is not likely to derive any considerable advantage 


_from a collegiate course. 

The next peril, is to be vanquished into a lowering 
of our behaviour because of Laban’s treatment : and 
to yield to the temptation to pay him back in his own 
coin. To do so is to frustrate the gracious pur- 
poses of God, who deliberately puts us into such 
testing circumstances that we may learn lessons 
which it would be impossible otherwise to learn. 
It also prevents Laban from obtaining, through our 
Christian behaviour, a glimpse of something better 
than his own unworthy ways. 

The third peril, is our failure to recognize that, 
standing in the centre of God’s will, nothing can 
ever come to us but by the Divine permission. 


“In the centre of the circle 

Of the will of God I stand: 
There can be no second causes, 

All must come from His dear hand.” 
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The next thing that happened in the morning of 
this wonderful day was Jacob’s meeting with the 
angels of God. “ And Jacob went on his way, and 
the angels of God met him, and when Jacob saw 
them he said “this is God’s host.” (Gen. 32: 1.) 
He called the place Mahanaim, that is “ the place of 
two hosts.” There was his own little host, contain- 
ing his women and children, and his terrified self: 
the other host was an impregnable angelic body- 
guard, making an impassable wall between himself 
and every foe. 4 

Did Jacob, as he turned some corner іп the moun- 
tain pass, see a long procession of these angel guards 
marching toward him four abreast? I do not know. 
I only know that they, like their great Captain, 
always come at the time we need them, and in the 
form we need them. When Elisha’s young man 
saw them, they were in war-like guise for the pro- 
tection of God’s prophet: and now that Esau is 
coming towards his brother with four hundred 
armed men, another host,—an angelic one—is sent 
for the protection and deliverance of the defence- 
less Jacob. 

It was quite natural that Jacob’s heart should be 
full of fear: for he felt that the hour of retribution 
was at hand: “ Jacob was greatly afraid and dis- 
tressed.” (Ver. 7.) But God was saying: “ Fear 
not, the angels are in charge of thee. Esau cannot 
hurt nor harm thee, “ The Angel of the Lord en- 
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campeth round about them that fear Him and de- 
livereth them.” 

So Jacob was back again, after his twenty years 
of absence, in the land of promise. Is it not pos- 
sible that the Commander of this angelic host met 
the wanderer as he crossed the boundaries of Ca- 
naan, and said to him: “ We are commissioned to 
welcome you home: the business of this bodyguard 
‚ is to take you under our special protection: be not 
| afraid, there are far more for you than can be 
\ against you.” 


Afternoon 


In the afternoon of this memorable day Jacob 
made arrangements for meeting his injured and 
angry brother. It was twenty-two years since they 
had seen one another, and over all the years there 
had been the shadow of a great wrong. “ And 
Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his 
brother unto the land of Seir, in the country of 
Edom. And he commanded them, saying, Thus 
shall уе speak unto my lord Esau: thy servant Jacob 
saith thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed 
there until now. And I have oxen, and asses, and 
flocks; and menservants and womenservants; and 
I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace in 
thy sight.” (Сеп. 32: 3-5.) How strangely sub- 
servient Jacob had become! 

With the adroitness and cleverness which always 
characterized him, Jacob arranged a valuable present 
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to appease his brother. All his strategy and diplo- 
macy came into play. He divided his gift into 
separate bands. His instructions were, when you 
come to Esau, if he receives you, well: if not, give 
him the first installment; but do not give him any 
more than you can help. If he is not pacified bring 
up the next installment and so on. It was an astute. 
arrangement quite characteristic of Jacob. (Vers. 
16-18.) 

Then Jacob prayed, and said: “O God of my 
father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the 
Lord which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, 
and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: 
I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and 
of all the truth, which Thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; 
and now I am become two bands. Deliver me, I 
pray Thee, from the hand of my brother, from the 
hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come 
and smite me, and the mother with the children. 
And Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and 
make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which 
cannot be numbered for multitude.” (Vers. 
9-12.) 

The imposing gift was sent over the brook Jab- 
bok, and after resting for a while in the company 
of his family, Jacob accompanied his wives and 
sons over the ford. The procession on the follow- 
ing day was to be arranged in the following order: 
the handmaids and their children first: then Leah 
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and her children: and last of all, the beloved Rachel 
and Joseph. (Ch. 33:2.) 


Midnight 


АП these dispositions having been made in view 
of the dreaded interview with Esau, there was a 
consciousness that something was left unattended 
to. Jacob must therefore separate himself from his 
family and his servants, and be alone. “ And Jacob 
was left alone: and there wrestled a man with him 
until the breaking of the day.” | y 

Who was this Man? Hosea tells us. “By his 
strength he had power with God: yea, he had power 
over the Angel and prevailed: he wept, and made 
supplication unto Him.” (Hos. 12:3, 4.) 

Jacob has now to be extricated from himself. 
He had prayed, “ Deliver me I pray Thee from my 
brother Esau.” He might well have prayed deliver 
me from myself, for not Esau, but self, was Jacob’s 
greatest enemy. 

What a night it must have been! He was pos- 
sibly saying, as he sat by the brawling Jabbok: let 
me be alone, and set the past with its reproach, the 
present with its disquiet, and the future with its 
menace, in the light of God’s countenance. On one 
side of the brook, with all its unnecessary manipula- 
tions and manceuvring, was the past. What did 
God think of it all? He is not to be allowed to 
cross the Jabbok the same man if God can prevent 
it. He is facing the second great determining crisis 
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in his life, and is now brought into close grips with 
Him who alone can dethrone self, step on the va- 
cated throne, and assume the sovereignty of the life. 
Jacob-like he gripped, and struggled, and wrestled 
with the Angel; determined, if possible, to gain 
this blessing as he had gained all the others in 
his eventful life, by his natural strength and cun- 
ning. 

What tremendous resisting power he possessed! 
He had been so confident of himself, that he had 
never waited for God: he was always trying to help, 
yet always hindering. At last, driven to desperation, 
he gets his back against the wall, and fights and 
struggles with an energy and tenacity which left the 
Angel no alternative but to cripple him. Self never 
discloses the intensity of its strength until all its 
fighting power is summoned in resistance as God 
closes in upon it; as on that memorable night at the 
brook Jabbok. Jacob has never been conquered be- 
fore, and not without a desperate conflict will he 
submit to be conquered now. 

Let us never think of this midnight struggle as an 
illustration of man’s earnestness in prayer. It was 
nothing of the sort. It is an illustration of God’s 
earnestness to take from us all that hinders our 
truest life, while, as in Jacob’s case, we resist Him 
with might and main. The Angel-Jehovah was in 
conflict with this self-willed, resourceful, and self- 
reliant man, and would not let him go until he had 
made room for the development of the Israel, the 


92 THE COUNTERFEIT CHRIST 


princely character, that lay cramped and coffined 
within. 

Tennyson was asked on one occasion for his 
favourite quotation from his own poems. He re- 
cited the familiar words: 


“Love took up the harp of life, 
Smote on all its chords with might: 
Smote the chord of Self, that trembling 
Passed in music out of sight.” 


This is without doubt beautiful poetry, but I very 
much question if it is borne out in experience. 
There is no such thing as a painless dethronement of 
self. When God puts His hand on the stubborn 
self-will: when, in infinite love, He determines to 
change the supplanter, Jacob, into Israel the prince, 
His touch will bring shame, and tears, and agony, 
such as possibly we have never known before. 
Jacob won the victory through tears and sobs and 
supplications. If we had heard him say: “ I will not 
let thee go except Thou bless me,” we should have 
heard the voice, as Dr. Morgan suggests, so choked 
with sobs and emotion that he could scarcely utter 
“ Except—Thou—bless—me.” | 


Daybreak 


“When the Angel saw that He prevailed not 
against him, Не touched the hollow of his thigh: 
and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint as 
he wrestled with the Angel.” (Ver. 25.) He had 
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to be crippled before he ‘could be crowned. Many 
are never crowned because they have never been will- 
ing to be crippled. 

"Who could wrestle with a thigh out of joint? 
The strongest sinew in Jacob’s body—the muscle on 
which the wrestler most depends—was shrivelled 
at the touch of the Angel. In a moment Jacob dis- 
covers how utterly futile all his struggling has 
been; and when his corded muscle shrivelled, there 
shrivelled also his persistent and obdurate self- 
reliance, 

“Abandoning his posture of defence and attack, 
Jacob turns from wrestling to clinging: “‘ And the 
Angel said, Let Me go, for the day breaketh. And 
Jacob said, I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless 
me. And he said unto him, What is thy name? 
And he said Jacob.” 

When the Angel asked “ What is thy name?” 
he meant what is there behind thy name? The name 
in Scripture always stands for character. The 
Hebrew often wore the secret of his name in his life. 
Jacob is now face to face with Him, Who through 
all the years, has been checking him, disappointing 
him, thwarting him, schooling him, yet never leav- 
ing him. Jacob’s answer to the question was a 
confession of his inward falseness: “ Yes, my name. 
is Jacob: my past has been steeped and saturated \ 
with that which is deceitful, selfish and sinful.” 

As he clings to the Divine Athlete, crippled and 
conquered, in the light of the revelation which he 
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calls “ seeing the face of God,” he makes the con- 
fession that was the final proof that he had ceased 
to be Jacob, and needed now only a changed name 
to express the changed nature. The Angel said: 
“Thy name shall be called no more Jacob but 
Israel.” What a name! A prince who has power 
with God; and who has power with men because 
he has power with God. “Апа Не blessed him 
there.” | 
Let us join the members of his somewhat per- 
plexed family at daybreak. We go forth with 
Rachel and Joseph to meet Jacob. His long absence 
has set them wondering what had happened. He 
comes along limping and halting on his thigh. 
“ That is not your father!” says Rachel to Joseph. 
But it is he after all! “ What ever has happened 
to you, Jacob? ” says Rachel. “ Have you had an 
accident? Why are you so lame?” Please do not 
call me Jacob any longer, he replies, “ But you are 
Jacob?” “No, he answers І have been made into 
a prince,—Israel is now my name. I have been all 
night by the Jabbok, and the Angel has wrestled 
with me, and mastered me; I am conquered at last. 
“But, Jacob,” says Rachel, “will this lameness 
always continue?” “ Yes,” says the man, who has 
now entered into his princedom; “ it will always re- 
| main to remind me of my utter dependence upon 
God and to ‘keep me from ever trusting in Jacob 
again.” 
We may never quite recover from the handling 
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we receive from God in some supreme crisis of our 
life. A conquest like this always leaves its mark. 
We shall be more thoughtful, far quieter, less fussy 
and boisterous than before: but there will be instead 
a depth of character, a nobility and gentleness, the 
outward expressions of the inward change. 

The meeting with Esau took place the same morn- 
ing, without recrimination and without bitterness. 
God had spoken to Esau in the night, and resolving 
that bygones should be bygones, Esau rides forth to - 
meet Jacob, having completely banished from his 
mind his purposes of revenge. There are traces of 
tears upon his rugged face as he runs to meet Jacob 
and embraces him, and falls on his neck, and kisses 
him: “and they wept.” (Gen. 33:4.) 

The great question has been settled; and the 
settling of secondary and subsidiary questions is 
always an easy matter to a God-conquered man. 


“Contented now upon my thigh 
I halt, till life's short journey end; 
All helplessness, all weakness, I 
On thee alone for strength depend, 
Nor have I power from thee to move; 
Thy nature and thy name is Love. 


“Lame as I am, I take the prey, 
Hell, earth, and sin, with ease o’ercome; 
I leap for joy, pursue my way, 
And as a bounding hart fly home, 
Through all eternity to prove 
Thy nature and they name is Love.” 


VI 


THE LOVE THAT LAUGHS AT 
MATHEMATICS 


“The King was faint with battle; and he stood 
With weary face and garments rolled in blood, 
An exile from the city of his God. 

His captains stood around him; but the King 
Forgot the clangor and the glittering 
Of sword and spear, and all the pomp of war: 
Towards the sunset stood the low gray hill 
Of Bethlehem afar. 
He saw a vision of the old sweet days 
When, as the custom is in Israel, 
His mother went along the shady ways 
By moonlight to the well. 


“Fair vision this for warrior of might, 

Athirst and weary from the headlong flight! 

Above him fiery heavens, and beneath 

The bitter waters of the Sea of Death: 

And, ‘Oh, that one would bring to me,’ he said, 
‘Or eer it be too late, 

Of the water from the Well of Bethlehem, 
Which is beside the gate!’ 


“Three mighty men, full armed for the fight, 
Burst through the foemen with resistless might, 
And brought unto the King, 
What time the night fell late, 
Of the water from the Well of Bethlehem, 
Which is beside the gate. 


“The King once more beside his captains stood, 
And to the mighty men he bent his head. 
‘My warriors do great things for me,’ he said; 
“But this cup I do hold for these men’s blood: 
I may not drink—I pour it out to God.” 

From Ezekiel and other Poems. 
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THE LOVE THAT LAUGHS АТ 
MATHEMATICS 


“ And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me 
to drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is by 
the gate!” 2 Sam. 23:15. 


PART I 


AVID had been compelled, upon a fresh and 
unexpected invasion of the land by the 
Philistines, to take refuge in the cave of 

Adullam. The Philistines filled the whole valley of 
Ephraim, and they held Bethlehem with a strong 
garrison. (2 Sam. 23:13, 14.) The famous little 
city was some twenty-five miles distant from the 
cave of Adullam, and to reach the well, three of 
David’s heroes had to expose themselves to the 
deadliest peril. “ And the three mighty men brake 
through the host of the Philistines, and drew water 
out of the well of Bethlehem, that was by the gate, 
and took it, and brought it to David; nevertheless 
he would not drink thereof, but poured it out unto 
the Lord. And he said, Be it far from me, О Lord, 
that I should do this: Shall I drink of the blood of 
the men that went in jeopardy of their lives? there- 
; 99 
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fore he would not drink it.” (Vers. 16, 17.) The 
Syriac version reads: “ At the peril of their life’s 
blood these men went.” 

The story of that perilous journey is not told in 
detail, but it is by no means difficult to reconstruct 
it. We see the three mighty men stealing away, in 
the early evening of that hot harvest-time, without 
revealing their purpose to any one. They had to 
pass through a country, every mile of which was in- 
fested with invaders. Discovery would mean cer- 
tain death. 

Now we see them hiding for a few moments in 
a cave, until they can safely resume their dangerous 
journey. Now they are lying among the stones, for 
their movements have excited the suspicions of the 
enemy. Now they dash through a little band of 
Philistines who are busy preparing the evening meal, 
and are gone like a flash of lightning, leaving their 
foes amazed and affrighted at their daring. 

That they escaped scatheless is hardly possible; 


} but they were reckless in their devotion; men whose 


spirits had been so subdued and ennobled by supreme 


{ loyalty to their King, that they never dreamt of 


ı turning back. Love for David spurred them on, 
_ and gave them ever renewed strength and courage. 


The well is reached at last. We hear the splash 
as the leathern bucket strikes the water. The crystal 
draught, so delicious in its coolness, is hastily trans- 
ferred to the goat-skin bottle, and the brave soldiers 
are off on their return journey. After many an- 
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other hairbreadth escape, well-nigh exhausted with 
the heat they reach the cave of Adullam. 

The King is in council with his warriors; and as 
the brave men advance and offer him the water 
‘which has been secured at such a cost, we hear him 
ask in amazement: “ What is this that ye have 
brought me, my brave men?” “This, O King, is 
water from the well of Bethlehem for which you 
longed.” With a voice choked with emotion the 
King bends his head towards the begrimed and 
travel-stained warriors, and says: “ Be it far from 
me, O Lord, that I should drink this: shall I drink 
the blood of the men that went in jeopardy of their 
lives?” Therefore he would not drink it, but 
poured it out as a sacrificial libation unto the 
Lord. 

How came David back again to the cave of 
Adullam? The circumstances were these. The 
Philistines had seen, to their great displeasure, the 
consolidation of the tribes of Israel under one ruler. 
Alarmed at the vast concourse of people who had 
assembled at Hebron to make David king over all 
Israel, the Philistines realized that the perpetual 
civil war, which had been so greatly to their advan- 
tage, was ended. They immediately sent out the 
“fiery cross” summoning their warriors from all 
parts of the land. 

If they could only seize David, before he had 
time to establish himself, they would soon put an 
end to the newly-united kingdom, That was their 


i 


102 THE COUNTERFEIT CHRIST 


strategy. “ When the Philistines heard that they 
had anointed David king over all Israel, all the 
Philistines came up to seek David; and David heard 
of it, and went down to the hold.” (2 Sam. 5: 17.) 
` The Philistines had patiently waited until the im- 
posing ceremonies of the coronation were over. 
They knew that owing to the scarcity of provisions 
—one of the great weaknesses of ancient warfare— 
the men must speedily return to their homes. This 
was their opportunity and they lost no time in seiz- 
ing it. 

David’s army, except such soldiers as garrisoned 
the city of Jebus, was disbanded and scattered. The 
Philistines then poured into the territory of Israel 
in such overwhelming numbers, that David had no 
alternative but to retire, with such forces as he 
could collect, to the celebrated fortress cave of 


` Adullam. 


It was a startling reverse of fortune. Only yes- 
terday David was the centre of the greatest assem- 
bly of warriors that the land had seen for many 
generations. He was at last enthroned in the hearts 
of his people. Today he is driven back to the 
desolate mountain fastness in which, years before, 
he had taken refuge from the hatred of Saul. In 
this familiar hiding-place David was, nevertheless, 
greatly encouraged by the heroism of his mighty 
men. Here he, as in the old days, earnestly sought 
God, and obtained direction from Him before again 
attacking the cruel and persistent enemy. 
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Dr. Thomson, in “ The Land and the Book,” thus 
describes the cave in which David was obliged to 
take refuge. “Leaving our horses in charge of 
wild Arabs, and taking one Arab for a guide, we 
started for the cave. There was a fearful gorge 
below; there were gigantic cliffs above; and the 
path wound along a shelf in the rock, narrow enough 
to make the nervous among us shudder. 

“At length from a great rock, hanging on the 
edge of this shelf, we sprang by a long leap into a 
low window which opened into the perpendicular 
face of the cliff. We were then within the hold of 
David. Creeping, half-doubled, through a narrow 
crevice for a short distance, we stood beneath the 
dark vault of the first grand chamber of this mys- 
terious and oppressive cavern. 

“Our whole collection of lights did little more 
than make the damp darkness visible. After groping 
about as long as we had time to spare, we returned 
to the light of day, fully convinced that with David 
and his lion-hearted followers inside, all the strength 
of Israel under Saul, could not have forced an en- 
trance, and would not even have attempted it.” 

One sultry evening, possibly after severe fighting 
with the Philistines, David was looking towards 
Bethlehem, now held by the enemy. He was de- 
pressed by flight; he was oppressed with heat; he 
was exhausted with toil and conflict. Parched with 
thirst, he is overcome by a great longing for a cool- 
| ing draught from the well of Bethlehem, Almost 


104 THE COUNTERFEIT CHRIST 


involuntarily he gives expression to the wish: 
“David longed and said, Oh that one would give 
me water to drink of the well of Bethlehem which 
l is by the gate!” 

There was no command issued. No one was 
commissioned to go. There was the simple utter- 
ance of the desire, and it was this which afforded 
the three brave men their opportunity for showing 
their genuine affection and true devotion. Had 
a specific command been given, it would merely have 
afforded an occasion for ready obedience. The mere 
utterance of a longing developed that ardent attach- 
ment to the person of David, now so strikingly illus- 
trated, which always has been, and ever will be, 
so full of inspiration. 

How little did those three mighty men imagine 
that their act of loving devotedness would be re- 
corded on the page of inspiration to be read by un- 
told millons, This never entered into their thoughts. 
Their affections were centred on David, and they 
counted not their lives dear unto them if they could 
only gratify their King and refresh his spirit. An 
expressed wish is law to a loyal heart. 

Had they acted to gain notoriety, it would have 
robbed their heroism of all its charms and con- 
signed it to oblivion. But their intense devotedness 
to David was the spring of their activity, and they 
proved, by their sacrifice, that he was dearer to their 
hearts than life itself. They forgot everything in 
the one absorbing object of gratifying David’s long- 


LOVE LAUGHS AT MATHEMATICS 105 


ing, and the record of their deed will never cease 
to shine on the page of inspiration, 

How much this spirit is needed in this day of the 
rejection of great David’s Greater Son! What 
abundant room there is for a more intense and self- 
forgetful devotion to Him! It is not a question of 
working for rewards. Our Master will surprise us 
by the generous interpretations that He will put on 
our unworthy service. The cup of cold water, given 
in His name, will not be without its recompense. 
But the moment we serve for notoriety and reward 
we rob our service of its bloom and fragrance. Let 
us think less and less of human commendation and 
approval; let us be possessed of a passionate desire 
to please our King, not only keeping His commands 
but anticipating the longings of His heart. This can 
only be accomplished by an entire and eternal con- 
secration to Him. 

Once, it is said, a desert wanderer found a crystal 
spring of surpassing freshness. The water was so 
pure that he felt unworthy to drink it himself, and, 
barely satisfying his thirst, he filled a leathern bottle 
with the crystal liquid, and bore it across the desert 
as an offering to his king. 

Days passed beneath the desert sun before he 
reached the palace, and when he brought in his 
offering, and laid it at the feet of his sovereign, it 
had become corrupt and putrid. But the king would 
not let his faithful subject even imagine that the 
water was unfit for use. He tasted it with expres- 
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sions of gratitude and delight, and sent away the 
loyal heart filled with joy and gladness. 

After he had gone, the princes asked to taste the 
water, and expressed their intense disgust and sur- 
prise that the king should even pretend to enjoy it. 
>“ Ah!” said the king, “it was not the water I 
tasted, but the loyal love that prompted the offering, 
and made it a most delightful draught from the 
heart’s crystal spring.” Many a time our offering 
is marked by multiplied imperfections, but the Mas- 
ter looks at our motive, and, behind the faulty serv- 
ice, reads the pure intention. Like the Oriental 
monarch, He drinks from the crystal spring of the 
heart, and rejoices in our loyal love, however un- 
worthy the service we render may be regarded by 
others. 

One of the most beautiful and popular hymns 
contains the verse: 

“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 


Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


How often that verse is sung erroneously, be- 
cause with a sense of hopelessness. We put our- 
selves, in our thinking, into comparison with the 
“ whole realm of nature”; imagining that what we 
have to give is infinitely less. The fact is it is in- 
finitely more. “ My soul, my life, my all,” is some- 
thing far greater than the whole realm of nature. 
He would rather we gave ourselves to Him in glad 
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devotion, than lay at His feet the riches of the 
whole world. 

When Jesus held the balances of the sanctuary in 
His hand, He revealed to man His estimate of the 
worth of a human life: “ For what shall a man be 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world and for- 
feit his soul? or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul?” Let us ever remember that we have 
in our hands that which in the estimate of Christ 
is far more precious than.the whole world, апа 
His love calls for that. 

The conduct of David in the incident which we 
are considering shows us how worthy he was to be 
King of Israel, despite the serious blemishes upon 
his character. It also explains the enthusiasm of 
the men who served so unselfishly under him. 

David’s Lord is continually expressing His de- 
sires. Are we doing anything brave and heroic, as 
these mighty men did, to prove to Him that we are 
willing, at any cost, to bring His desires to a happy 
consummation? He desires that the knowledge of 
His salvation should be spread to the remotest ends 
of the earth. Who are ready to dash through the 
hosts of darkness, hazarding their lives to bear the 
Water of Life to the millions who are thirsting 
and dying for it? 


“Far and wide, though all unknowing, 
Pants for thee each mortal breast; 

Human tears for thee are flowing, 
Human hearts in thee- would rest; 
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Thirsting, as for dews of even, 
As the new-mown grass for rain, 
Thee they seek, as God of heaven, 
Thee, as man for sinners slain.” 


He desires that His Church should be like a 
watered garden, fragrant, fruitful and beautiful; 
that the hedges should not be broken down, making 
it impossible for the wild boar to devastate it. 
Who will rise up to protect it, and by unswerving 
loyalty to the truth, preserve it from invasion and 
profanation by the enemy ? 

He desires that the multitudes who throng the 
streets of our crowded cities at home, and who, 
in many instances, are as ignorant of the Evangel 
as the heathen abroad, should be told of Him Who 
came to bind up the broken-hearted ; to bring liberty 
to the captives; and the opening of the prison doors 
to them that are bound. Who will respond to the 
old challenge: “ Whom shall I send? and who will 
go for Us?” with the glad response “ Here am I, 
send me!” 

What a thrilling story that is of the closing scenes 
in the life of Dr, Alexander Duff. One night, in 
the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scot- 
land he was allowed to make an appeal for India. 
The old man stood there and after pleading for an 
hour and a half with tremendous power, he fainted 
away. He was carried out of the Assembly, and 
as soon as he regained consciousness, recollecting 
the circumstance of his fainting, he exclaimed: “I 
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did not finish my speech. Take me back and let me 
finish it.” 

The physician said; “ If you go back you will im- 
peril your life” The old veteran said, “It is my 
last chance; I must finish that speech, The As- 
sembly breaks up tonight.” Alexander Duff was a 
very tall man, with long white hair, and when the 
audience saw him re-entering the hall, supported by 
a friend on each side of him, the whole Assembly— 
composed of six hundred of the leading men of 
Scotland—rose in a body; and there was not a dry 
eye among them as they welcomed the old mis- 
sionary to the platform again. 

With a trembling voice he said: “ Му friends, I 
cannot let this Assembly break up without finishing 
my plea for India. We have had the money in the 
treasury for years. The word comes that Scotland 
has no more men to go to India. When Queen 
Victoria calls for volunteers, more men offer them- 
selves than are needed. The Lord Jesus Christ, 
the King of kings, is calling for volunteers for 
India. The answer comes ‘ There is plenty of money 
but no men.’ I have spent twenty-five years іп 
India. I have come back to my native land, with 
i my health shattered, to die with you. “If, Mr. 
_ Moderator, you will announce it here tonight, that 
' Scotland has no more sons for India, I will pack up 
` tomorrow, and I will go again to the shores of the 
| Ganges, and let India know that there is one poor 
old Scotchman who will die for them.” 
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That speech so stirred the Assembly that they 
immediately got all the men they wanted. The 


‚ heroism of David’s mighty men was emulated, in 


the higher realm of the spiritual, by Alexander Duff, 


¦ one of the greatest of missionaries. 


Think a moment, young man! Will you be 
content to spend your years in inglorious ease, or 
in a feverish pursuit of wealth? The Saviour 
thirsts for the souls which die in the darkness. 
He has no other plan than the one He has revealed 
for their salvation, and if you will only place your 
life at His disposal He will use you and you will 
have a reward far, far greater than that of David’s 
mighty men. 
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PART 2 
“Why was this waste of the ointment made?” Mark 14:4. 


Though the end was so near, our Lord’s heart 
was not so burdened as to decline the entertainment 
offered to Him, six days before the Passover, in the 
house of Simon the leper. 

It was a remarkable gathering. Simon was the 
grateful host, for, thanks to the healing touch of 
Jesus, he was a leper no longer. Lazarus was there 
with his unique experience of the life beyond the 
shadows. Martha was there, cumbered with her 
much serving. Taken in its root significance, as 
Dr. Campbell Morgan tells us, the word “ cum- 
Бегей ” means “ dragged around.” The twelve dis- 
ciples were there, as is evident from their ungenerous 
criticism of Mary’s act of devotion. 

But there was one heart in which the fire of 
devotion burned more fiercely than all the rest; 
one soul who resolved in the recklessness of 
adoring love to show her gratitude in no or- 
dinary way. Нег5 was the love that laughs at 
mathematics. Ordinary methods of expressing 
her devotion would not satisfy her. She resorts 
to the extraordinary. 


“Love is the true economist, 

Her weights and measures pass in heaven; 
What others lavish on the feast 

She to the Lord Himself hath given.” 


% 
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Coming in, apparently, after the guests had re- 
clined at the table, she broke the neck of the alabas- 
ter box of very costly spikenard, poured it over her 
Lord’s head, and then, anointing his feet, she un- 
loosed her long hair, and with exquisite self-abase- 
ment, assuming the attitude of a slave, she wiped 
His feet with her hair. 

There was something about His look; something 
in the very tones of His voice, which told Mary that 
the dark day was near at hand. Her loving heart 
had seen first the crowds, and then His nominal dis- 
ciples break away from Him. Love like Mary’s 
is quick of scent. She saw how lonely He was. 
With a woman’s intuitive perception she has come 
to the knowledge that this feast means farewell. 
Others have not noticed the ominous and malicious 
looks and murmurs of His enemies, but Mary has 
noticed them. She knew that every word was 
watched, that every act was suspected. No one else 
in that company knew how near the tragedy of 
Calvary was, but Mary knew. Her mind is quickly 
made up. It will probably be impossible to anoint 
her Lord at His burial. His cruel ruthless foes may 
take Him far beyond her reach. She will anoint 
Him for His burial now. So Jesus interprets her 
action at any rate. The flask is broken, and the 
head that in a few days will be buffeted, crowned 
with thorns, and stricken to death, is bathed in 
fragrant perfume. She anoints a living Christ and 
not a dead Lord. 
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We are told that this was the kind of demonstra- 
tion reserved for persons of great distinction; and 
when the fragrance of the ointment disclosed its 
value, there was an instantaneous exclamation of 
surprise and, in the case of Judas, of blunt and 
covetous disapproval. With a coarse indelicacy, he 
put a money value on this lavish display of affection, 
and declared it had better been sold for three hun- 
dred pence and given to the poor. 

What was three hundred, or three thousand pence 
to Mary? The mercenary, mathematical spirit of 
Judas and the twelve, was as foreign to her as it 
could possibly be; and it no doubt excited her con- 
tempt and indignation as it did that of the Master. 

This alabaster flask of Syrian spikenard was very 
precious. It was worth three hundred dinars. The 
ordinary wage of a labourer was a dinar a day, and 
the spikenard was therefore worth nearly the whole 
year’s wage of a labouring man. 

How quickly Jesus entered upon Mary’s defence 
and shielded her from the criticism and scorn of the 
blind mercenaries who ought to have known better. 
“Апа Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble уе 
her? She hath wrought a good work on me. For 
ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever 
ye will ye may do them good: but Me ye have 
not always. She hath done what she could: she 
is come aforehand to anoint My body to the bury- 
ing.” (Mark 14:6-8.) 

In the presence of such a vindication, the criticism 
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of Judas and the others must have passed away like 
the mists of the morning. Mary had brought to 
her Lord, in the hour of His loneliness, the human 
love and sympathy for which He hungered. Jesus 
regarded the gift as so welcome and so fragrant 
that He said: “ Verily I say unto you, wheresoever 
this Gospel shall be preached throughout the whole 
world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken 
of for a memorial of her.” (Ver. 9.) 

“ She hath wrought a good work on ME.” God 
measures everything by one rule; He looks at every- 
thing by one standard; He tries everything by one 
touchstone. That rule, that standard, that touch- 
stone is Christ. The Father values things as they 
stand related to the Son of His love. Whatsoever 
is done to Him, and whatsoever is done for Him is 
precious to God. The measure in which our work 
stands related to Jesus Christ will be the measure 
of its approval and reward. 

How can anything be wasted which is spent for 
Christ? To be privileged to refresh His spirit, and 
to put honour on Him, when earth and hell, in their 
united malignity, were rising up against Him, was 
the very highest act of service that man or angel 
could perform. 

This incident, like the other we have dwelt upon 
in the life of David, is full of lessons. The chief 
of these lessons is that the richest quality of love is 
sacrifice. In this selfish and luxurious age, it is the 
rarest quality found. Oh, for more of the love that 
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laughs at mathematics! It is only as we are pos- 
sessed of it that our powers are raised to their high- 
est significance. Our graces will quickly germinate 
in the atmosphere of sacrifice. To hold is to lose; 
to give away is really to possess; to fall into the 
ground and die, is to bring forth much fruit. 


King David longed— 

“And oh! that one would give me now to drink 
Of water from the Well of Bethlehem, 

Which is beside the Gate.” | 

Then three of David’s mighty men broke through 
The host of Philistines and gained the well, 

And drew the longed-for water and returned, 
And took and brought it to their lord, the King. 
Yet David would not drink thereof, but poured 

It out an offering unto David’s Lord— 


This priceless water, brought him at the risk 

Of these men’s lives, was wasted, do you say? 
King Jesus longed— 

And from His dying lips broke forth the cry— 
“T thirst,” and some one ran and filled a sponge 
With vinegar, and put it on a reed and gave to Him, 
This happened long ago, 

But still that yearning, still that deep desire, 
That thirst for souls for whom He gave His life, 
Kemains unsatisfied. Hark! still He cries. 

And some who love Him unto death go forth 

To tell to those who’ve never heard His name 

Of His great love—for Him they love to die. 


These earnest lives, laid as an offering 
At His dear feet, are wasted, do you say? 


Before His death— 
When Jesus was in Bethany, they made 
A feast, and Martha served, but Lazarus 
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Was one of them that sat at meat with Him. 
Then Mary took an alabaster box 

Of very precious ointment, and outpoured 

It on His feet, so that the house was filled 
With fragrance of her costly gift of love. 
But some had indignation in themselves, 

And said—“ Unto what purpose is this waste?” 


This costly spikenard, poured upon His feet 
Who died for us, was wasted, do you say? 


After His death, 

When Jesus was in Galilee—before 

He bade farewell to His true followers, 

A last command He gave— 

“Go ye,” He said, 

“To all the world, and preach to every one 

The Gospel of My love, and lo! I will 

Be with you alway, even to the end.” 

And if, in meek obedience to His word, 

Some go, whose lives seem full of promise fair, 
And lose their health, or die in martyrdom, 
Who might have lived for long, in peace, at home— 


When He returns one day, those lives of theirs, 
Lost for His sake, were wasted, will He say? 
Maun Ріттоск. 
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Make me a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free; 
Force me to render up my sword, 
And I shall conq’ror be. 
I sink in life’s alarms 
When by myself I stand; 
Imprison me within Thine arms, 
And strong shall be my hand. 


My heart is weak and poor 
Until it master find: 
It has no spring of action sure— 
It varies with the wind: 
It cannot freely move 
Till. Thou hast wrought its chain; 
Enslave it with Thy matchless love, 
And deathless it shall reign. 


My power is faint and low 
Till I have learned to serve: 
It wants the needed fire to glow, 
It wants the breeze to nerve; 
It cannot drive the world 
Until itself be driven; 
Its flag can only be unfurled 
When Thou shalt breathe from heaven. 


My will is not my own 
Till Thou hast made it Thine; 
If it would reach the monarch’s throne 
It must its crown resign: 
It only stands unbent 
Amid the clashing strife, 
When on Thy bosom it has leant, 
And found in Thee its life. 
GEORGE MATHESON. 
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LORD OF ALL, OR NOT LORD AT ALL 
“He is Lord of all” Acts 10:36. 


HE question of authority has become one of 

the gravest questions. Never was there such 

a wide-spread revolt against all rightful 
authority as today. Even those who have been 
supposed to be bound together as “ with bands of 
from their leaders, and ‘become “outlaws.” The 
many want to govern, and only a few want to be 
governed. Whether a government be Democratic, 
Republican, or Autocratic it must have some central 
authority. Without that central authority society 
cannot exist, and its overthrow inevitably leads to 
anarchy and chaos among the people. 

All living things need a ruling force. The body 
is useless, and immediately plays the fool, without 
` a head to direct its movements. An army is power- 
' less when there is no supreme commander to issue 
orders. The finest vessel ever launched is certain 
` to strike upon the rocks unless there is a captain on 
the bridge. There is certain to be anarchy in the 
family if the father forgets that he is the husband, 
or house-band, 
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If these things are true in the lower realms, how 
much more important is the question of authority 
when we speak of our relation to our Lord. A true 
Christian is a man or woman under the authority 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. His crown rights, as 
Lord of all, are not dependent on our recognition 
of them. They were the Father’s gift to the Beloved 
Son for His great mediatorial work. “It is in 
consequence of this that God has also so highly 
exalted Him, and has conferred on Him the Name 
which is supreme above every other, in order that 
in the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
beings in Heaven, of those on the earth, and of 
those in the underworld, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” (Phil. 2: 9-11, Wey- 
mouth.) 

Each name of our Lord has а distinct message. 
The name “ Jesus” is the human name, and it is a 
special link with the days of humiliation and sac- 
rifice. It is а name peculiar to the Gospels, where 
the other names, Christ and Lord, are seldom found. 
“ His name shall be called Jesus because He shall 
save His people from their sins.” 

At the close of the historic manifestation of 
Jesus, John wrote at the close of his Gospel: “ These 
things are written that ye may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
уе might have life through His name.” (John 20: 
31.) The word “ Christ ” means the Messiah, the 
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Sent One. Christ is the Anointed One. It is His 
prerogative also to anoint His obedient and believing 
disciples with the Holy Spirit. 

The name “Lord” is seldom found even in the 
Gospels. The Apostle John uses it because it was 
given to him to point men to the Son of God 
in all the glory of His relation to the Father, as 
the Lord Jesus Christ. It occurs frequently in the 
Acts of the Apostles, for the Church was to be built 
historically upon this magnificent truth: “ Know 
assuredly ” said Peter, “that God hath made that 
same Jesus, Whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ.” (Acts 2: 36.) 


1. Lordship Means Surrender to his Sovereignty 


The most perfect expression of the Lordship of 
Jesus in the Apostolic writings is in the letter to the 
Romans, The Christians at Rome and elsewhere 
had scruples about food. They thought the meat 
` exposed for sale in the meat-market had possibly 
been offered to idols. So they became vegetarians, 
and would not touch, taste or handle meat lest they 
should be defiled. Others had no such scruples, but 
ate what was set before them, asking no questions. 
Others had difficulties about fast-days and feast- 
days. 

The Apostle says: Settle these matters by making 
the risen Jesus, Lord of your conscience. “ For 
not one of us lives to himself, and not one dies 

to himself. If we live, we live to the Lord: if we 


} 
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die, we die to the Lord. So whether we live or die, 
we belong to the Lord. For this was the purpose 
of Christ’s dying and coming to life—namely, that 
He might be Lord both of the dead and the living.” 
(Rom. 14:7-9, Weymouth.) 

-No words could express more plainly than these 
that the purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection 
was to win undisputed Lordship over man. “ To 
this end ”—so the passage reads in the Authorized 
st nek To this end,” and no other; “ for this 
purpose,” and nothing short of it, He died on the 
Cross of Calvary. He rose ‘from the dead, and lives 
a life on which the tooth of time has no power, in 
order to execute that Lordship. Therefore to dis- 
pute His Sovereignty, to deny His Lordship, is to 
rob Him of the fruit of His Passion. 

Among the most honoured names in the United 
States is that of Wendell Phillips the incorruptible 
orator and statesman. He was one of the most 
gifted of men. He did possibly more than any other 
man to strike off the shackles from four million 
slaves. He is known to this day as “the Boston 
Огаюг”; “the man who could not be bought.” 
Shortly before he died, he was asked by a friend 
whether there was any crisis in his life which ex- 
plained his unfaltering devotion to his Master. This 
was what he said: “ When I was fourteen, I heard 
Lyman Beecher preach on the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ. I went to my room, locked the door and 
then threw myself on the floor of the room, This 
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\ was what I said: “O God, I belong to Thee; take 


un 


what is Thine own; I gladly recognize Thy owner- 
ship in me; I now take Thee as my Lord and 
Master.’ From that time to this I have never known 
a thing to be wrong without having an aversion to 
it; and I have never seen anything to be right with- 
out having an attraction to it.” 


Many are perfectly ready to take life from Jesus 
Christ who hesitate to take Jaw from Him. But / 


there can be по real loyalty~unless we make Him 
the Lord of our conduct as well as the Saviour of 
our soul. 

How was it that Wendell Phillips was able to 
make that remarkable statement about aversion and 
attraction? Having made Jesus Lord, everything 
was changed. His Master stood by him in every 
conflict; He gave him strength for every task; He 
defined for him all his duties; He rejoiced in all his 


victories. Christ had become his Comrade, and the 


fully surrendered man found himself under the 
government of a higher will than his own, for he 
now had a Ruler as well as a Saviour. 

I well remember how, in my boyhood, Garibaldi, 
the Italian Chieftain, exercised a strange fascination 
over me. 

The freeing of Italy from the tyranny under 
which the people had groaned for so many years, 
is one of the most thrilling stories in history. Gari- 
baldi gathered round him a band of brave soldiers 
who never rested until Italy was free. When he 
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had been defeated in Rome, Garibaldi issued his im- 
mortal appeal: “ Soldiers, I am without money and 
without rewards. I have nothing to offer you but 
cold, hunger and hardship. Let him who loves his 
country follow me!” 


This is how Mrs. Hamilton King tells the story: 


“Then Garibaldi gathered all his troops 
Around him, in Saint Peter’s Place, and said: 
“Against the foreigner 
Shall never struggle cease in Italy 
While I can live for her. I go to bear 
Her last resistance through the provinces, 
God helping us alone. Whoever wills 
To follow me I will receive today. 
Nothing I ask from them to make them mine, 
But love for Italy, and faith in her. 
They will have neither pay nor rest with me, 
But bread and water—if we have the chance 
To find so much. I cannot promise them 
Even a grave; nothing is sure but death. 
Whoever is not satisfied with this 
Had better come no further. Every step 
Will be a step towards death, when once the gates 
Of Rome have closed behind us. Who will come?— 
Meet me at six o’clock this evening here?’ 


“These are the words that Garibaldi wrote 
Long after, remembering this day: 
‘Four thousand men on foot, nine hundred horse 
Ranged themselves round me.’” 


What wonder that with such a band of heroes 
Italy was freed! Garibaldi was hailed, with huzzas 
long and loud, as the saviour of his country, and 
many felt that he should be made King. Others dis- 


LORD OF ALL, OR NOT LORD 125 


puted his sovereignty though glad of his saviour- 
ship, and for a few days the brave chieftain was 
actually cast into prison. Then he was banished 
to the island of Capri, a possession which some of 
his grateful countrymen bestowed upon him. 

Is not that exactly the way multitudes treat Jesus 
Christ? As their deliverer from the cruel Oppressor 
they gladly receive Him. But they rob Him of the 
fruit of His Passion by refusing Him the absolute | 
Lordship of their lives, for unless He is Lord of all, = 
He will not be Lord at all. 


2. Lordship Means Surrender to His Ownership 


There is a place in your heart called a throne. 
Some one always occupies that place. The rival 
claimants are Christ and Self. Which of these is 
on the throne? Christ will brook no rival. He will 
accept no divided allegiance. So long as one apart- 
ment is withheld, He will not assume control. 
Spirit, soul and body belong alike to Him. There 
is the spirit—the citadel; there is the city—the soul; 
there are the walls—the body, with its five gates of 
access. You cannot keep that wonderful little king- 
dom, for while you are watching at one gate the 
crafty, sleepless enemy will come in at another. 
“Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain.” 

Jesus asks for the ownership of the entire being, 
for the whole is His by creative and redemptive 
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right, and until all is yielded there is discord and 
disharmony. Only One can bring peace to this 
wonderful little world. It is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
When we can say: “ The government is on His 
shoulders,” then every part of the little kingdom 
acknowledges His Kingship, and rejoices in a 
Sovereignty. It was for this man was created; 
was for this Jesus died and rose again. 

It is exceedingly interesting to read in Bunyan’s 
“Holy War,” of the various compromises which 
Diabolus suggested when he found that Mansoul 
had to be surrendered to Emmanuel. The ambassa- 
dor for Diabolus was Mr. Loth-to-Stoop, a stiff 
man in his way, and a great doer for Diabolus. 
“Great Sir,” said he, “that it may be known unto 
all men how good-natured a prince my master is, 
he hath sent me to tell your Lordship that he is 
very willing, rather than go to war, to deliver up 
into your hands one-half of the town of Mansoul. 
I am, therefore, to know if your Mightiness will 

accept this proposition? ” 
` Then said Emmanuel: “ The whole of Mansoul 
is Mine by gift and purchase, wherefore I will never 
lose one half.” 

Then said Mr. Loth-to-Stoop: “ Sir, my master 
hath said that he will be content that you shall be 
the nominal and titular Lord of all; if he may 
possess but a part.” | 

Then answered Emmanuel: “ The whole is Mine 
really, not in name and word only; wherefore I will 
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be the sole Lord and Possessor of all, or of none, 


of Mansoul.” N 

Then Mr. Loth-to-Stoop said again: “ Sir, behold 
the condescension of my master! He says that he 
will be content, if he may but have assigned to him 
some place in Mansoul as a place to live in privately, 
and you shall be Lord of all the rest.” 

Then said Emmanuel: “ All that the Father giveth 
Me shall come to Me: and of all that he hath given 
Me I will lose nothing—no, not a hoof nor a hair. 
I will not, therefore, grant him, no, not the least 
corner in Mansoul to dwell in: I will have it all to 
Myself.” 

A very interesting illustration of this aspect of 
truth is found in the life of Sir John Ramsden of 
Huddersfield, England. When quite a young man 
he saw that Huddersfield was destined from its 
location in Yorkshire to become a great industrial 
centre. Property was certain to acquire a largely 
increased value in the near future. He therefore 
began quietly to purchase houses and lands, and in a 
few years he was possessor of the whole of the 
town, with the exception of a cottage and garden 
which belonged to a Quaker gentleman. 

All the overtures of the real estate men having 
proved futile, Sir John Ramsden himself called, 
one day, upon the Quaker to see what he could ac- 
complish by personal influence. The usual courtesies 
having passed between the Knight and the Quaker, 
Sir John Ramsden said: “I presume you know the 
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object of my visit.” “ Yes,” said the Quaker, “I 
have heard that thou hast bought the whole of 
Huddersfield with the exception of this cottage and 
garden, and I have been earnestly solicited by thy 
agents to sell this. But I do not want to sell. The 
cottage was built for my own convenience, and suits 
me well. The garden, too, is laid out to suit my 
tastes. Why should I sell them?” 

Sir John Ramsden said: “ I am prepared to make 
you a very generous proposal. I will put a golden 
sovereign on every inch of ground covered by this 
cottage and garden, if you will sell.” (An English 
sovereign is, in normal times, about equal both in 
size and value to a five dollar gold-piece. ) 

Sir John felt sure a proposal of such a nature 
would not be in vain. So he inquired: “ Will you 
sell?” 

“No,” said the Quaker with a mischievous 
twinkle in his eye: “ Not unless thowlt put them on | 
edge.” That was altogether out of the question, 
and, somewhat chagrined, the Knight rose to leave. 
As he was going the Quaker said: “ Remember, 
Sir John, that Huddersfield belongs to thee and to 
те.” | 

Does anything please Satan better than to look up 
into the face of Jesus and say: “That man is a 
prominent officer and worker in that church, but he 
belongs to me and to Thee”? “ That woman is a 
diligent worker in Thy cause, but I have some stock 
in her life; she belongs to me and to Thee.” Such 
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is the penalty of compromise, reservation and dis- 
puted ownership. 


3. Lordship Means Surrender to his Protection 


The Christians to whom the Apostle Peter wrote 
in his first Epistle were exposed to bitter persecution 
for Christ’s sake; hence the Apostle has much to 
say about fidelity in suffering: “ And who,” he asks, 
“ will be able to harm you, if you show yourselves 
zealous for that which is good? . . . So do not be 
alarmed by their threats, nor troubled; but in your 
hearts consecrate Christ as Lord, being always ready 
to make your defence to any one who asks from you 
a reason for the hope which you cherish, (1 Peter 
3: 13-15, Weymouth. ) 

“Care only for this,” is the translation of Wie- 
singer, “ that your hearts may be a temple of Christ, 
in which becoming honour may be given to Him as 
Lord; then will nothing further disturb you.” 

In other words only make Jesus Lord and King 
of your life, and you have nothing to fear from 
devils or from men. The very end of Government 
is the welfare of the governed. What so stirs a 
nation to indignation and action as an indignity 
done to one of its citizens? If you can put your 
hand on your heart and say, without compromise 
or reservation, “ Thine is the Kingdom!” who shall 
harm you? “Не that toucheth you,” says our 
Sovereign Lord and Master, “ toucheth the apple of 
mine eye.” 


, 
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“Enemies may seek to injure, 
Satan all his arts employ; 
God will turn what seems to harm me, 
Into everlasting joy.” 


The kingdom is the dominion over which the king · 
reigns. The question is: “ Who is King?” If in 
answer to that question you can unhesitatingly say: 
“Jesus is King!” then you may confidently depend 
upon Him to protect His kingdom. 

The Scottish Covenanters, in the days of “ bloody 
Claverhouse,” as he was called, because of his dia- 
bolic hatred and murderous persecution of the saints, 
had some wonderful experiences of the protection 
of Him Whom they acknowledged as Lord. One 
day they were meeting in the shelter of a hollow in 
the mountain. The sentries announced to the vener- 
able minister who‘ was conducting the service, that 
the dragoons of Claverhouse were upon them. It 
was impossible either to hide or to flee. Summon- 
ing his persecuted flock to prayer, the devoted pastor 
said: “O Lord, the wolf is at hand. Thy defence- 
less sheep will be slain, apart from Thy swift inter- 
position, by those who delight in shedding their 
blood. Wilt Thou not, at this very moment, protect 
them by throwing Thy cloak around them, and hid- 
ing them in Thy lap from the fury of the op- 
pressor?” 

In an instant the prayer was answered. A thick 
mist fell upon the congregation, and completely hid 
them from the cruel Claverhouse and his dragoons, 
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who went galloping past, and saw not one of God’s 
faithful but defenceless children. 


“Fear Him уе saints, and you will then 
Have nothing else to fear; 
Make you His service your delight, 
He'll make your wants His care.” 


4. Lordship Means Surrender to his Enabling 


“ No man can say that Jesus is Lord, but by the 
Holy Spirit.” (1 Cor. 12:3.) You can say it 
easily with the lips, but the passage means some- 
thing far deeper; it means saying it with the life. 
It is the Holy Spirit who alone can present and 
enforce the claims of Jesus to the Lordship of the 
life. Only He can put this blessed ideal into a 
sinful and divided soul. Only He can show the 
dishonesty of compromise and reservation. Only 
He can detach you from the things you once loved, 
and spoil you for ever for “the vain things that 
charmed you most.” Only He can enthrone Jesus 
in the yielded heart, and enable you to sanctify 
Christ as Lord.” 

His activities do not cease when Jesus has been 
enthroned. He will constantly discover new terri- 
tory which He covets for the King. He will enable 
you to apply the principle of absolute surrender as 
you yield more and more completely to His guid- 
ance. When He says: “ Will you give your Lord 
that voice?” you will readily respond: 


” 
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“ Take my voice and let me sing, 
Always only for my King.” 


When He says: “ Will you not give your Lord 
His rightful share of your possessions?” you will 
say: Ў 

“ Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold.” 


And lest there should be anything left that is 
unsurrendered, you will sing: 
“O come and reign, Lord Jesus; 
Rule over everything: 


And keep me always loyal, 
And true to Thee, my King.” 


In a soldier’s order-book I noticed that one-sixth 
of a second—just long enough for the brain to 
telegraph instructions to the hand or foot—was all 
that was allowed to prove a soldier’s obedience to 
orders. How is it that the Great Commander has 
to say so often to so many: “Why call уе Me, 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say?” 


Vill 
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Blest Spirit! from the eternal Sire 
And Son proceeding; promised, sent! 
‘Tis thine the first good thought to inspire, 
By thee the reprobate repent, 
The penitent by thee believe, 
The saints thy sanctity receive. 


Thy Deity the saints adore, 
Thy offices of mercy bless, 
Thy help in utmost need implore, 
Thy all-sufficiency confess; 
Without thee, wretched, poor, and blind, 
Health, wisdom, joy in thee they find. 


If e'er to forms of truth I gave 
The homage due, great Lord, to thee, 
E’er deemed the cross could, spell-like, save, 
While yet thou dwellest not in me, 
Reprove my folly, but forgive, 
And make me understand and live, 


Thou gav’st the word, and must apply 
Thou know’st the Son, and must make known; 
In vain he died, and rose on high, 
And stoops beseeching from his throne, 
Till thou this alien heart prepare, 
And gain for Christ an entrance there, 


О could I always know thee near, 
Midst means and ministries of grace! 
Thy footsteps in my closet hear, 
Thy finger on my Bible trace! 
My God! here find, here grant thy rest, 
Pleased inmate of my peaceful breast! 


VIII ; 


RIVERS, RIVERS, ОЕ LIVING WATER! 


“On the last day of the Festival—the great day—Jesus 
stood ир and cried aloud. ‘Whoever 15 thirsty, He said, ‘let 
him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, from 
within him—as the Scripture has said—rivers of living water 
shall low? He referred to the Spirit, which those who be- 
lieved in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not be- 
stowed as yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.” 
John 7: 37-39, Weymouth. 


HE Feast of Tabernacles, where these memor- 
| able words were spoken, was the most joyous 
of all the observances of Israel. Indeed the 
Hebrews had a proverb that he had not seen joy 
who had not been present at this Feast. It was in- 
stituted to commemorate the care and protection of 
God during the wilderness wanderings; and also to 
“remind them of His continual providence in the 
supply of the fruits of the earth in their season. It 
was held at the close of the year’s out-door labours, 
and with it the season of rest began. Jerusalem pre- 
sented a strange sight. The normal population was 
increased by tens of thousands. During the con- 
tinuance of the Feast the houses were deserted, and 
the whole population lived in booths. 
The Book of Nehemiah describes the revival of 
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this festival in the days following the return from 
Babylon. “ They found written the law which the 
Lord had commanded by Moses, that the children of 
Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the 
seventh month; And that they should publish and 
proclaim in all their cities, and in Jerusalem, saying: 
Go forth unto the mount, and fetch olive branches, 
and pine branches, and myrtle branches, and palm 
branches, and branches of thick trees to make booths, 
as it is written. So the people went forth and 
brought them, and made themselves booths, every 
one upon the roof of his house, and in their courts, 
and in the courts of the house of God, and in the 
street of the Water gate, and in the street of the 
gate of Ephraim. And all the congregation of 
them that were come again out of the captivity 
made booths, and sat under the booths . . . and 
there was very great gladness.” (Neh. 8: 14-17.) 

А Неһгеу writer describes this festival as a 
season of universal joy. He says the entire popula- 
tion dwelt in tents, but not with the accompaniments 
of travel, fatigue and solicitude. All was hilarity, 
all wore a holiday appearance; the varied green of 
ten thousand -branches of different trees; the pic- 
turesque ceremony of the water libation; the general 
illumination; the sacred solemnities in and before 
the Temple; the feast, the dance, the sacred song; 
the full harmony of the choral music; the joy 
that lighted up every face; the gratitude at harvest 
home which swelled every bosom; all conspired to 
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make these days a season of pure, deep and lively 
joy, which in all its elements, finds no parallel 
among the observances of men. 

The most interesting of the ceremonies was the 
one which called forth our Lord’s utterance. To the 
sound of music each morning during the Feast, a 
procession started from the Temple. It was led by 
the priest who carried a golden pitcher. When this 
procession reached the Pool of Siloam, the Priest 
filled his golden pitcher from its waters, while the 
people waved their palm branches, and recalling the 
miraculous provision of water in the wilderness, 
gave expression to their great joy. 

The procession was timed to arrive at the Temple, 
on its return journey, towards the close of the or- 
dinary morning sacrificial service. A threefold blast 
from the trumpets of the Priests, welcomed the ar- 
rival of the procession as it entered through the 
Water gate—which obtained its name from this 
ceremony. Ascending to the Altar of Burnt Offer- 
_ ing, the water was poured through a silver funnel 
which led down to the base of the Altar. Im- 
mediately afterwards the great “Hallel” was 
chanted with responses to the accompaniment of the 
flute. The Levites intoned the first line of each 
Psalm and the people repeated it. 

On the last, the Great Day of the Feast, the pro- 
cession of Priests made the circuit of the Altar 
seven times, as if compassing the Gentile Jericho 
which barred their possession of the promised land. 
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After this chanting there was a short pause to pre- 
pare for further sacrifices. It is supposed, by the 
best Jewish authorities, that it was during the 
silence that had fallen upon the multitude of wor- 
shippers, that there rose, so loud as to be heard 
throughout the Temple, the voice of Jesus. He 
did not interrupt the services, they had for the 
moment ceased; He interpreted the forthpouring of 
the water, claiming to be regarded as the antitype 
of ‘this solemn rite. “On the last day of the 
Festival—the Great Day—Jesus stood up and cried 
aloud. ‘Whoever is thirsty,’ He said, ‘let him 
come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, 
from within him as the Scripture has said—rivers 
of living water shall flow.’ He referred to the 
Spirit which those who believed in Him were to 
receive; for the Spirit was not bestowed as yet, 
because Jesus had not yet been glorified.” 

The ripple of the river runs all through the 
Scriptures. We can trace it from Genesis to Revela- 
tion, running like a silver thread all through the 
Book. To those who lived in a dry and thirsty land, 
like Palestine, a river suggests far more than it 
can ever suggest to us. Born close to the banks of 
the beautiful river Severn—commonly known as 
the silver Severn—the river taught me many lessons 
in my boyhood. 

The first lesson was that of Lowliness. Rising 
in the beautiful Cotswold hills, it always seeks the 
lowest places, emptying itself at last into the Bristol 
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Channel, where it is quickly lost in the sea. Stand- 
ing on an elevation, it is easy to trace this silver 
thread as it winds in and out among the rich pasture 
lands of the shires through which it flows. If there 
should be one place lower than another in the prog- | 
ress of its course, it inevitably seeks that. 

This is one of the characteristics of the rivers 
of which Jesus spoke. 

There is no more suggestive passage than this 
in the prophecies of Isaiah: “ Thus saith the high 
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name 
is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with 
him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to 
revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones.” (Isa. 57:15.) There 
are two significant words in this verse. ‘‘ Humble” 
comes from the Latin humus, the earth, or the 
ground. That is why we speak of a humid atmos- 
phere. It is the spirit of the humble, the man who 
gets as low down as he can get, that God promises 
to revive. The second significant word is “ con- 
trite.’ The word means pulverized, broken to 
pieces, so reduced to infinitesimal particles that it 
can never be put together again in the same way. 
Outside the gates of some eastern cities you may 
find those who are reducing to a fine powder pieces 
of broken pottery. They are contriting it. 

In old Quaker literature you may find an ex- 
pression like this: “We had a wonderful time of 
refreshing ; the Lord graciously contrited us.” This 
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simply means that by the manifest presence of the 
Spirit of God they were broken to pieces. God 
not only declares that He will not. despise a broken 
and contrite heart, but that with such a one, He 
who inhabits eternity, loves to dwell. The posses- 
sion of a lowly heart is one of the qualifications for 
receiving the Holy Spirit in all His plenitude. 

The next thing I learned of the river was its 
Restfulness. 

How often, when the cares and anxieties of 
business pressed upon me, has the restfulness of 
the river been communicated to my own disturbed 
heart. It seemed to say: “I am restful and still 


because I am deep. The shallow brook babbles, 


' brawls and fusses because of its very shallowness. 


- 


If you, too would be restful let your life be deep.” 

The Holy Spirit will not abide in His fuliness 
where there is superficiality with its consequent rest- 
lessness. Не is a gentle Spirit, and, like the dew, 
never falls when the atmosphere is stormy and un- 
settled. A great teacher has said: “ God has many 
hearts in which He can work, but few in which He 
can rest.” Has the Great Worker a Sabbath in 
your life? If there is nothing but strain, and fleshly 
energy, you have yet to learn the deep lesson, that it 
is only as we cease from our own works that the 
Holy Spirit can use us. In vain do we try to use 
Him. The very attempt produces. restlessness. 
When, however, we have allowed Him to subdue 
us, and find that, not in our frantic efforts, but 
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that “ in quietness and in confidence is our strength,” 
then the deep, still, river of God will flow into our 
whole being, making an ever-deepening channel for 
His working. Then we find out that it is not we 
who have to do this or that, but He does it through 
us. 

What lessons I learned of Abundance as I 
watched the river, always flowing yet always full! 
The Congo pours out of its mouth a million tons of 
water every moment, and the ocean is discoloured 
for two hundred miles by its waters. The very 
word that is so frequently used by our Lord and 
by the Apostle Paul—‘ abundant ”—is very sug- 
gestive. It comes from the Latin words ab and 
unda, and means wave upon wave. 

A working man wrote the lamented and scholarly 
Bishop of Durham asking him if it was “ rivers” 
in the Greek text. The Bishop replied that our 
Lord used the word in the plural, and the questioner 
was reminded of the Amazon, the Nile, the Missis- 
sippi, the Ganges, the Congo and the other great 
rivers of the world. What possibilities of service 
open to us as we think of the Master’s words: 
“ From within him shall flow rivers of living water.” 

Tennyson was surely right when he sang: 


“No life that breathes with human breath 
Has ever truly longed for death. 
’Tis life, whereof our nerves are scant, 
’Tis life, not death, for which we pant; 
More life and fuller that we want.” 
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Some years ago a little book was published by 
a great English naturalist whose name was Richard 
Jeffries. It took the author seventeen years to 


, write the book, and he called it “ The Story of My 


Heart.” It is a wonderful illustration of how a 
man, thoughtful, moral, always learning in the 
school of Nature, and yet without Christ, longs for 
a larger life. 

Here is his confession; listen to it: 

“ Let my soul become enlarged; I am not enough; 
I am little and contemptible. I desire a greatness 
of soul, an irradiance of mind, a deeper insight, a 
broader hope. Give me power of soul, so that 
I may actually effect by its will that which I strive 
for.” 

Listen again: “ Alone I went down to the sea. 
I stood where the foam came to my feet, and looked 
out over the sunlit waters. The great sun shone 
above, the wide sea was before me; the wind came 
sweet and strong from its waves. I touched the 
surge with my hand. I lifted my face to the sun. 
I opened my lips to ,the wind. I prayed aloud in 
the roar of the waves; my soul was strong as the 
sea, and prayed with the sea’s might: ‘Give me 
fullness of life, like to the sea and the sun, to the 
earth and the air; give me fullness of physical life, 
mind, equal and beyond their fullness; give me a 
greatness and perfection of soul, higher than all 
things; give me my inexpressible desire, which 
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swells in me like a tide; give it to me with all the 
force of the sea.’ ” 


That is a wonderful prayer, is it not? And | 


though Richard Jeffries was not then a Christian, 
he was certainly not far from the kingdom of God. 
Three years later he passed away; and J. W. North, 
the famous artist, who was with him in his last 
days, says that his earnest entreaties for life, eternal 
life, were answered; that his last days were almost 
entirely spent in communion with Him who came 
to give life in all its exuberance. 

Another thing that characterizes the river is its 
Mastcrfulness. Who can dictate to a river, апа 
say you shall go here or there? It goes just where 
it pleases, and the fruit-grower, who would give 
almost anything if the river would only skirt his 
orchards, has to be content to let the river take its 
own course. 

The Holy Spirit is likewise masterful. He comes 
not to receive orders but to give them. If I think 
that all I have to do is to submit my carefully 
prepared programme to Him for His indorsement, 
I am mistaken. All I can do is to bring to Him 
a blank sheet of paper, asking Him for His direction 
and cheerfully submitting to do anything He ap- 
points; willing to be a hewer of wood or a drawer 
of water, anything that I may be serviceable. The 
great lesson we have to learn—and if ours is to be 
fruitful service, it must be learnt—is that there can 
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be nothing wise, or strong, or abiding, which is 
wrought without restful dependence upon the Holy 
Spirit. 

Here is a golden sentence from the pen of Pro- 
fessor James Denney: “ Christian life and character 
in its beginning, middle and end, is the Spirit’s 
work. We are naturally lovers of independence, 
and slow to learn that it is not the fundamental law 
of our nature. But just as no one can be good 
without God, or a Christian without Christ, so no 
one can be holy or useful, in the New Testament 
sense, without the Holy Spirit.” 

As King Robert of France, іп his hymn to the 
Holy Spirit, wrote in the eleventh century: 


“What without Thine aid is wrought, 
Skillful deed or wisest thought, 
God will count but vain and nought,” 


Let us now consider the suggestive words em- 
ployed by our Lord in this passage, which really 
contains the germ of all His later teaching about 
the Holy Spirit. The first word is thirsting: “ If 
any man thirst let him come to me and drink.” 
Thirst is one of the intensest appetites of our nature. 
Only those who are accustomed to a scarcity of 
water know the suffering which intense thirst causes. 
David knew something of this thirst when he ex- 
claimed: “My soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh 
longeth for Thee in a dry and thirsty land where 
no water is.” (Psa. 63:1.) 
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Samuel Rutherford knew what this thirst was. 
When writing from the prison he said: “ Oh, that 
Christ would come nearer, and stand still, and give 
me leave to look upon Him! І should have a king’s 
life, if I had no other thing to do than for evermore 
to behold and eye my fair Lord Jesus: nay, suppose 
I were holden at heaven’s fair entry, I should be 
happy for evermore, to look through a hole in the 
door and see my dearest Lord’s face. А long time 
out of His glorious presence is two deaths and two 
hells to me. We must meet; I must see Him, I am 


‚ not able to do without Him. Hunger and longing 


| for Him hath brought on such a necessity of en- 


ao 


joying Christ, that, cost me what it will, I will not 
do without Him.” 

The soul that thirsts for the living God possesses 
the certificate of the satisfaction Jesus promised to 
that great multitude in the Temple, when He said: 
“Tf any man thirst let him come to Me and drink.” 
Let it not be forgotten that here as in other places, 
Jesus turned away from the people that had failed 
Him, in their collective capacity to the individual. 
The Jewish Church was apostate beyond recovery. 
At this very time its rulers were plotting for the 
murder of God’s Only Begotten Son. But there was 
still hope for the individual, and Jesus turned as He 
did to the Church at Laodicea, and said: “If any 
man hear My voice.” 
` Thirsting is not only an intense appetite, it is 
also an intelligent one. The thirsty man needs water 
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and it is useless to offer him a substitute for that 
which alone will quench his thirst. One of the most 
beautiful illustrations of this intelligent thirst is 
found in the life of Madame Jenny Lind. She had 
a voice of such range and sweetness, that she was 
known as the Swedish Nightingale. 

She was singing in one of the New York Opera 
Houses, towards the close of her musical career, 
to a vast crowd of people. Tumultuous applause 
had greeted her; the stage was covered with 
bouquets of flowers, which had been thrown to her; 
a princely cheque was awaiting her. “ Will you 
please write a few lines in my album?” said a lady 
who came up to the great singer to express her 
gratitude for the delight which had been hers in 
listening.  “ Certainly ” said Madame Jenny Lind, 
as she graciously complied with the request. - This 
is what she wrote: 


“Tn vain I seek for rest, 
In all created good; 
It leaves me still unblest, 
And makes me cry for God: 
And sure at rest I cannot be, 
Until my soul finds rest in Thee.” 


Not very long afterwards Madame Jenny Lind 
retired from the opera stage for ever. She went to 
England, and purchased a beautiful cottage at Mal- 
vern, under the shadow of the Malvern Hills. She 
let it be known that she was at the service of the 
sick, the suffering and the dying; and many a one 
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heard her lovely voice in the sick-room who never 
dreamt that such a privilege would be theirs. 

One day an American gentleman walked into her 
lovely garden at the setting of the sun. He said: “I 
‘was determined, Madame, not to return to America 
until I had ascertained what possessed you to aban- 
don your musical career in the very zenith of your 
popularity?” This was her answer: Pointing to 
the sun, setting, in all his glory, over the Malvern 
Hills, she said, “ Because the glamour of it blinded 
my eyes to that!” Then taking up her Swedish 
Bible, which was lying on her knee, she said, “ And 
because the glamour of it blinded my eye to this!” 
In other words it blinded her eyes both to God in 
Nature and to God in Grace; and only in the quiet 
of her Malvern retreat had she found the satisfac- 
tion for which she so intensely and intelligently 
longed. 

The next suggestive word is drinking. “If any 
man thirst let him come to Me and drink.” The 
provision for satisfying the soul’s deepest needs 
has been made. It is offered to us without money 
and without price. But this is of no value whatever 
to any one unless they learn to drink; or in other 
words, to make the provision their own. An 
Egyptian king, in order to express to his subjects 
the bountifulness of his heart, once issued this proc- 
lamation: “ Drink from me as you drink from the 
river Nile.” Jesus similarly presents Himself for 
our appropriation, “Let him come unto Me—a 
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Person; not a creed, not a church, nor an ordi- 
nance, nor a sacrament, nor even the inspired 
Word of God, but a Person, and that Person Jesus 
Christ. 

The Apostle Paul’s question to the Galatians: 
“ Received уе the Spirit by the works of the law, 
or by the hearing of faith? ” has this meaning. In 
order to the “hearing of faith,” these things are 
necessary. The gift of the Spirit needs to be 
announced; then the gift needs to be apprehended. 
It is one of the laws of mind that what we do not 
intelligently apprehend we cannot appropriate, which 
is the third step in this process, After appropriation 
there should follow appreciation, for the thankful 
„ heart is always the receiving heart. Then follows, 
as a logical sequence, application. Note carefully 
these steps: annunciation, apprehension, appropria- 
“tion, appreciation and application. | 

The whole fabric of our fellowship with the 
Father, with the Son, and with the Holy Spirit, 
has to be clearly set upon the foundation of the 
Divine Word, given, understood, believed and ap- 
plied. Christian experience is not a thing magical 
or mystical; it is neither fanciful nor fanatical; but 
an intelligent fellowship with God based on His 
own Word. The inmost secret of all blessedness is 
a promising God and an appropriating creature. | 

The reason we have so little spiritual power to 
communicate is because of the failure of our appro- 
priating faculty. We have so little to give because 
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we so seldom go to drink. We need to come every 
fresh morning and say: 


“From thee, the ever-flowing spring, 
Our souls shall drink a fresh supply;. 
While such as trust their native strength 
Shall melt away, and droop, and die.” 


The next condition, enthronement, is suggested 
by John’s comment оп the Saviour’s words: “ This 
spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe on 
Him should receive; for the-Holy Spirit was not yet 
given because Jesus was not yet glorified.” No en- 
thronement means no bestowment. These words 
are important both historically and experimentally. 
The first “ not yet ” was cancelled historically at the 
exaltation or glorification of Jesus Christ. Within 
a few days the second “ not yet” was cancelled, for 
we read: “ Therefore being by the right hand of 
God exalted, and having received of the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, He hath shed forth this 
which ye now see and hear.” (Acts 2: 33.) 

What is true dispensationally must be true ex- 
perimentally. Has the first “not yet” been can- 
celled in your life? In other words, has Jesus been 
enthroned as King? If this question cannot be 
answered in the affirmative, it is no wonder that 
the second “ not yet” has not been cancelled. Dr. 
Weymouth has a very suggestive footnote on this 
point : “Men do not receive from God the fullness 
of spiritual blessing expressed as ‘the gift of the 
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Holy Spirit,’ until they cease to regard Jesus as a 
mere Teacher, Example, and Friend, and glorify 
=- Him by accepting Him as their Saviour and the ab- 
` solute Lord and Ruler of their hearts and lives.” 
When Jesus is enthroned, He immediately bestows 
upon the heart and life, thus submitted to His 
sovereignty, the gift of the Holy Spirit in all His 
plentitude and power. 

To me the most interesting feature in a Roman 
Emperor’s triumphal procession was not the despot 
in his chariot of ivory and gold; nor the beautiful 
maidens throwing flowers under the wheels of his 
car; nor the group of depressed and gloomy prison- 
ers,—kings, generals and captains; nor the multitude 
of gayly-dressed citizens who thronged the streets. 
It was the man who distributed the Emperor’s 
largess. The word “largess ” means to give bounti- 
fully. It was a coin or medal, minted both in 
gold, silver and bronze, bearing on one side the 
image of the Emperor, and on the other the victories | 
that had been won. This largess was distributed 
among the citizens as the Emperor slowly passed 
through the crowded streets. How they strove to 
possess this souvenir! 

Surely the Apostle Paul saw a procession like this 
when he wrote: “ When He ascended on high, He 
led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.” 
(Eph. 4:8.) The Coronation gift which the en- 
throned Christ gives to all His obedient subjects is 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. There was no largess 
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for the captives who were led in chains behind the 
conqueror’s chariot. The largess was for the loyal 
subjects of the conqueror. So it is in the spiritual 
realm. God gives the Spirit in His fullness to those 
who obey Him; and the truest obedience is the en- 
thronement of His Son in the heart and life. Why 
not make Him supreme and enthrone Him now? 
Why not trust Him, this very moment, to bring 
every thought into captivity, and, acknowledging 
Him as Lord and King, begin the coronation 
rejoicings, to be perpetuated throughout all 
eternity. 

The next suggestive word is believing or main- 
taining. The text might be translated: ‘‘ This spake 
He of the Spirit, which they who keep-on-believing 
should keep-on-receiving.” Paul’s reference to the 
water that was miraculously supplied at Horeb is 
very interesting. “ They drank of that spiritual 
Rock that followed them: and that Rock was 
Christ.” (т Cor. 10:4.) I have never been able to 
believe that they were followed in their wilderness 
wanderings by a visible river. I do believe, how- 
ever, that they were followed by a subterranean 
river, which could always be depended upon wher- 
ever they halted. The wilderness might look like а 
barren desert, perfectly dry, but, because the spirit- 
ual Rock was with them, the water was there. This 
is a beautiful illustration of maintaining the fullness 
of the Spirit. “Let me ask you to remember,” 
says one of my friends, “ that there is no such thing 
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as a once-for-all-fullness, It is a continuous appro- 
priation of а continuous supply from Jesus Christ 
Himself. It is a moment-by-moment faith in a 
moment-by-moment. Saviour for a moment-by- 
moment cleansing, and a moment-by-moment filling. 
As I trust Him He fills me; so long as I trust Him 
He fills me. The moment I begin to believe that 
moment I begin to receive, and so long as I keep on 
believing, so long I keep on receiving.” 

The last word which demands our notice is out- 
| flowing. “Out of his inmost nature shall flow rivers 
` of living water.” Тһе law which governs life in 
these modern times is not “ out of” but “ into.” 
It is an insatiable desire to get more and more for 
self. The law of the spiritual kingdom is to drink 
and then to outflow. “O Lord,” said a man one 
day at the close of a meeting, “ I cannot hold much, 
but I can overflow a lot!” How much are we over- 
flowing? Possibly our own deep need has not yet 
been supplied. If not, how can we impart anything 
to others? 

What Jesus meant was this: He that drinks from 
Me shall not only be abundantly satisfied himself, 
but shall, like Me, be a Life-giver, a channel of per- 
petual blessing to a thirsty world. Shall we not then 
pray with Frances Ridley Havergal :— 


“Take us, Lord, oh, take us truly, 
Mind and soul, and heart and will! 
Empty us and cleanse us throughly, 

Then with ай Thy fullness fill. 
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à Lord, we ask it, hardly knowing 
What this wondrous gift may be; ' 
\ Yet fulfill to overflowing— 
Thy great meaning, let us see. 


Make us in Thy royal palace 
Vessels worthy for the King; 
From Thy fullness fill our chalice 
From. Thy never-failing spring. 

Father, by this blessed filling, 
Dwell Thyself in us, we pray! 

We are waiting, Thou art willing! 
Fill us with Thyself today!” 


ТАУ” 
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“Safe in the centre of Thy loving Will, 
My God and Father—this indeed is rest! 
No sad forebodings now, no dread of ill, 
How free from care I am—how truly blest! 


Within this place.of perfect safety hid, 
From henceforth let me evermore abide: 
My fears are gone, my restless longing stilled; 
My God, I trust Thee and am satisfied. 


The scorching flame around my soul may burn, 
But while within Thy Will I quiet lie, 

It cannot touch me, cannot do me harm; 
Therefore I wait, and lay all struggling by. 


The blood of Christ has washed away my sin, 

And through that blood I am at peace with Thee; 
My will is Thine—no controversy now, 

Thy peace which passeth knowledge keepeth me. 


Thus will I live and walk from day to day, 
Contented, trustful, satisfied, and still; 
What life so shielded, or what life so free, 
As that within the centre of Thy Will!” 
JANE WOoDFALL. 


IX 


IN FULL GALE IN THE WILL OF GOD 


“Stand perfect, and complete in all the will of God.” 
Col. 4:12. 
HIS is probably the most remarkable text in 
the Bible on the will of God. The whole 
passage reads as follows: “ Epaphras, who 
is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you; 
always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that 
ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of 
God.” Like the Apostle Paul, Epaphras was a 
prisoner. He was evidently in the same prison as 
the Apostle. When this wonderful letter to the 
Colossians is coming to a close, Paul seems to have 
turned to his fellow-prisoner, who, like himself, was 
always chained by the wrist to a Roman soldier— 
and said to him: “ Is there any message you would 
like to send to the saints at Colosse?” Epaphras 
did just as we should have done. He said: “ Give 
my love to them.” Then Paul adds this remarkable 
testimony concerning their imprisoned pastor: “ He 
always agonizes for you in prayer, and the burden 
of his prayer is that you may stand perfect and 
complete in all the will of God.” 
What do we mean by the will of God? The 


phrase is often on our lips in song, prayer and tes- 
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timony, and we should ascertain at the outset what 
it means. The will is the centre of the being; that 
on which the whole being revolves, as the sun moves 
on its own axis. All obedient souls may be repre- 
sented by the planets that move about the central 
sun in the orbit of obedience. All unholy and dis- 
obedient souls may be represented by the “ wander- 
ing stars” that refuse to move in the orbit of obe- 
dience, and to whom is reserved the blackness of 
darkness for ever. 

God’s will is what He chooses, what He plans, 
and prefers. My will is what I choose, plan and 
prefer. When these are in harmony there is a 
foretaste of heaven. When they clash and collide 
there is a foretaste of hell. The importance of this 
subject will be realized as we remember that all the 
relations of God to man are determined by the 
attitude of man’s will toward God’s will. 

Taking our text to pieces we see that there is, 
1. The will of God; 2. Standing in that will; 
3. Standing perfect in that will; 4. Standing com- 
plete in that will; 5. Standing aes, and complete 
in all the will of God. 


1. The Will of God 


There is a region called the will of God. It was 
here God put man at the beginning. It was a 
garden with rivers and fruits, flowers and sunshine. 
In it was every tree that was pleasant to the sight 
and good for food. In this garden man walked and 
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talked with God as friend with friend. Man was 
made to be a creature; which simply means a de- 
pendent being. He was to have no choices, no 
plans, no preferences of his own; he was to be ab- 
solutely dependent upon God. | 

Satan in the guise of a serpent said: “ Why are 
you content to be a creature, subject to the despotism 
of One who puts such restrictions on your food? 
Why not be a God for yourself and choose your 
own path?” That was the precipice over which 
Satan pushed man to his ruinand ours. So he came 
out of the garden into the desert, and it is only | 
through the Redemption of the obedient and de- ; 
pendent Son, that he can ever find his way back. | 

It is not Бу accident that any one finds his way 
back; it is a matter of deliberate and determined 
choice. If І had a blackboard I would draw a circle 
to represent the will of God. In the centre of that 
circle I would draw another circle, a small one, to 
represent those who have determined to live in the 
very centre of God’s will. It is іп some cases after a 
veritable Gethsemane that, tired of its own will the 
soul deliberately says: “I choose for myself no 
longer; I set myself from this moment to prove, 
“ What is that good and perfect and acceptable will 
of God.” 

Three things are absolutely necessary before man 
can return from the desert to the garden; the desert 
standing for his own will, and the garden for the 
will of God. First, his rebellious will must be con- 
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quered. When Lord Nelson, on one occasion, dur- 
ing war between France and England had captured 
a French frigate, the great Admiral stepped on board 
his prize. The Commander of the frigate stretched 
out his hand to Lord Nelson, who exclaimed: “ Your 
sword first!” When the French officer’s sword had 
been handed to the British Admiral his hand was 
immediately outstretched. Speaking after the man- 
ner of men, you must hand God your sword before 
He will shake hands with you. Your sword, it is 
hardly necessary to explain, stands for your un- 
surrendered and unconquered will. 

The next thing necessary is the acceptance and 
understanding of God’s will. I have purposely put 
acceptance first, because the principle laid down by 
our Lord is operative here: “ If any man willeth to 
do His will he shall know of the teaching.” Our 
business is to accept His will; let it bring shadow 
or sunshine; poverty or affluence; a rugged road or 
a smooth one; a long life or a short one. It means 
taking up the prayer of David: “ Teach me to do 
Thy will for Thou art my God.” This means that 
Thou hast a right to dispose of me as Thou pleasest 
because Thou art my God; I am only the creature 
Thou art the Creator. І am only the clay, Thou art 
the Potter. 


“Thy way, not mine, O Lord, 
However dark it be! ` 

Lead me by thine own hand, 

Choose out the path for me, 
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Smooth let it be or rough, 
It will be still the best, 
Winding or straight, it leads 
Right onward to thy rest. 


“Take thou my cup, and it 

‘With joy or sorrow fill, 

As best to thee may seem; 
Choose thou my good and ill. 

Not mine, not mine the choice, 
In things or great or small; 

Be thou my guide, my strength, 
My wisdom, and my all.” 


The third thing necessary is the maintenance of 
an attitude of absolute dependence on the Holy 
Spirit. He alone can so reinforce our will as to 
make it possible for us to say at all times, and 
under all circumstances: “Not as I will, but as 
Thou wilt.” 


2. Stand in the Will of God 


It is one thing to get into the will of God, it is 
another thing to stand there. It is a place of such 
restfulness, fruitfulness and victory, that Satan will 
do his uttermost to dislodge us. He will first of all 
try to tempt us out, inviting us to spend a week-end 
visit to the Egypt in which we lived so long. There 
are not a few who, alas, yield to his seductions, and 
who never get back again into the garden. If he 
cannot tempt us out, he will try to drive us out. 
When we are yielded to a life in the will of God, all 
the strategy of the enemy is employed, to drive us 
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from our citadel. What we have to do is to stand 
in the evil day, and having done all to stand. 

There is no finer illustration in history of what 
this standing means, than Luther’s appearance be- 
fore the Diet at Worms on April 17, 1521. Five 
thousand people had crowded the ante-chamber, and 
when he entered the Inner Hall the crowd was no 
less dense. Luther confronted the most imposing 
and magnificent assembly that has ever gathered at 
any one time. There sat the young Emperor, 
Charles the Fifth, whose dominion embraced two 
worlds. All the princes of Germany, six electors of 
the Empire, were there, with eighty dukes, eight 


` margraves, thirty prelates of various ranks, seven 
| ambassadors, the deputies of five cities, the Papal 
‚ nuncios and others. 


Two questions were addressed to Luther, the first 
asking him whether he admitted writing the books; 
the second requiring whether he was prepared to 
recant. “ Will you or will you not retract?” was 
the final question. Luther gave this immortal an- 
swer: “ Unless I am convicted of error by the Holy 
Scriptures, I neither can or dare retract anything; 
for my conscience is held captive by_God’s Word. 
Неге I stand, I can do no other. God help me. 
Amen.” 

This splendidly illustrates the only position pos- 
sible to us. No matter what power may be per- 
mitted to Satan to assault us; no matter how utterly 
the way seems hedged up; no matter how reason 
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rebels at the strange happenings in our life; we have 
no alternative but to say with Luther: “Here I 
stand. I can do no other. God help me. Amen.” 
When we have stood our ground, and our Heavenly 
Father has sufficiently tested us to prove our deter- 
mination never to go back again to the desert, He 
will lift the burden, ease the strain, and bring us 
through fire and water into a wealthy place. 


3. Stand Perfect in the Will of God 


The late Bishop of Durham says that this word 
“ perfect” means an impartial love of the will of 
God. In other words, to stand perfect in the will 
of God is to love the will of God impartially. We 
know, by experience, how easy it is to be partial in 
our love of that will. We love it when it brings 
sunshine and plenty; when troops of friends gather 
around us and cheer us on our way; when our whole 
environment harmonizes with our natural inclina- 
tions. It is not so easy, however, to love that will 
when our life is full of mystery, perplexity and hard- 
ship. To stand perfect in the will of God, is to be 
as praiseful under one set of circumstances as under 
the other. 

There is no greater comfort than to remember 
that nothing can ever happen to us, when we are 
living in the centre of God’s will, without His 
permission. No unkind word can ever be spoken; 
no cruel letter can ever be written; nothing adverse 
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of any kind can ever take place without the per- 
mission of God, 


“In the centre of the circle 
Of the will of God I stand; 
There can be no second causes, 
All must come from His dear hand.” 


Satan had to admit that he could not touch any 
of Job’s possessions until God gave him permission. 
“ Hast thou not made a hedge about him, and about 
his house, and about all that he hath on every side? ” 
As Dr. Campbell Morgan says; The devil could not 
touch a single hair on the back of a single camel 
in Job’s herd without God’s permission. 

‘There is no more beautiful illustration of an im- 
partial love of God’s will than that which is found 
in the life of Madame Guyon. She was imprisoned, 
for Christ’s sake, in different French prisons from 
1695 to 1705. She was a cultured, refined, educated, 
and, until smitten with smallpox, an exceedingly 
beautiful woman. For ten years she endured the in- 
dignity of different French prisons, including the 
celebrated Bastille. This is what she wrote in 1698: 
“While I was a prisoner in Vincennes I passed 
my time in great peace. I sang songs of joy which 
the maid, who served me, learned by heart as fast 
as I made them, and we together sang Thy praises, 
O my God.” Then comes a sentence which I never 
read without amazement: “ The stones of my prison 
walls shone like rubies in my eyes. I esteemed them 
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more than all the gaudy brilliances of this vain 
world. My heart was full of that joy which Thou 
givest to them that love Thee in the midst of their 
greatest crosses.’ 

It was here she wrote one of her loveliest hymns : 


“A little bird I am, 
Shut from the fields of air; 
Yet in my cage I sit and sing 
To Him who placed me there; 
Well pleased a prisoner to be, 
Because, my God, it pleases Thee. 


“ Nought have I else to do; 
I sing the whole day long; 
And He whom most I love to please, 
Doth listen to my song; 
He caught and bound my wandering wing 
© But still He bends to hear me sing. 


“My cage confines me round; 
Abroad I cannot fly; 
But though my wing is closely bound, 
My heart’s at liberty. 
My prison walls cannot control 
The flight, the freedom of the soul. 


“Oh! it is good to soar 
These bolts and bars above, 
To Him whose purpose I adore, 
Whose Providence I love; 
And in Thy mighty will to find 
The joy, the freedom of the mind.” 


The Rev. Charles G. Grubb—a well-known clergy- 
man of the Irish Church—once told me the follow- 
ing incident. He was holding a mission in the 
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cathedral of an Australian city. When settled in his 
hotel, he found that within a few doors of his room 
there was a Spiritualist lecturer who had come to 
the same city to deliver a course of lectures on 
Spiritualism. It is the custom in England and in 
her Colonies, for the guests in the hotel to put their 
shoes outside the door on retiring. They are re- 
turned during the night, cleaned and polished. 
When Mr. Grubb looked for his shoes in the morn- 
ing they were not there. Standing at the door of 
his room, he heard a somewhat violent altercation 
going on between the Spiritualist lecturer and the 
proprietor of the hotel. Walking toward them in 
his slippers, the proprietor exclaimed: “I am sorry 
to say, Mr. Grubb, that a thief got into the hotel in 
the early hours of this morning and stole all the 
shoes on this corridor.” “ Hallelujah!” said Mr. 
Grubb, “I have another pair!” Turning to the 
spiritualist the proprietor said: “ I intended to come 
and hear your lectures on Spiritualism, but I am 
going to hear this clergyman preach. Did you 
hear what he said? you have been abusing me, and 
| denouncing the management of the hotel; all this 
у clergyman says is ‘Hallelujah! І es another 
Па 

What was the result? Mr. Grubb told me that 
the proprietor of the hotel was converted, his wife 
and children were converted, and all the servants in 
the hotel were converted, with the exception of the 
chef, who refused to go to the meetings, and to 
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whom the other servants preached the Gospel 
through the keyhole of his little room because he 
would not come out. Such are the blessed results 
of cultivating an impartial love of the will of God. 


4. Stand Complete in the Will of God 


The translators were somewhat puzzled as to the 
best word to express the Apostle’s meaning. Hence 
we have suggested in the margin as alternatives to 
the word “ complete,” the words “ fully assured ” 
and “ filled.” The Bishop of Durham says that the 
last word is the most accurate, because behind the 
Greek word is the picture of a little vessel, with 


every inch of sail given to the breeze, leaping over 


the water like a thing of life. To be complete in 
the will of God is not to be towed to our goal by 
the tug of duty, but like the little vessel tc be in 
full gale in the will of God. Not to be always say- 
ing, “ Must I?” but “ May I?” 

This attitude is strikingly illustrated in the life 
of Jesus. In the Gethsemane anguish there is first, 
the Suppliant will. “O My Father, if it be pos- 
sible let this cup pass from me; nevertheless not as 
I will but as Thou wilt.” (Matt. 26:30.) Two 
wills are mentioned here, His Father’s being distinct 
from His own. It was not possible that the cup 
should pass, and even Christ, the perfect Man, was 
bound to surrender His will to God. 

A few verses later we see the Surrendered Will, 
“ O My Father, if this cup may not pass away from 
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Me except I drink it, Thy Will be done.” (Ver. 42.) 
| There is but one will now. His Е ather’ 5 will stands 


' out in marvellous clearness as the опе desirable 


' thing in the universe. 

In the third place we have the Identified will. 
Jesus now begins, having accepted His Father’s will, 
to face it and to act it out, saying: “ Rise, let us 
be going: behold he is at hand that doth betray 
еуез би) 

In the fourth place we have the Exultant will. 
He is now in full gale in the will of God. He has 
gone over entirely to His Father’s will. When the 
impetuous Peter draws his sword and cuts off the 
ear of Malchus, Jesus exclaims: “ Put up thy sword 
into the sheath; the cup which My Father hath given 
Me shall I not drink it?” (John 18:11.) Thus He 
rebukes Peter for his interference, and refuses to 
allow anything to stand between Him and the drink- 
ing of the cup, or the fulfillment of the Father’s 
will, at any cost. 

There are then four possible attitudes toward the 
will of God. That which we spoke of at the begin- 
ning, namely antagonism; then comes the attitude of 
submission, which, after all, is a low plane to take. 
Then a step higher is acquiescence, always saying 
“ Yes” to the will of God. There is still a higher 
attitude; that of delight. “Lo, І come; in the 
volume of the Book it is written of Me, I delight 
to do Thy will O My God.” Jesus said that, know- 
ing that in His Father’s will there was the agony 
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and bloody sweat; the scourging and the spitting; 
the mocking and railery; the cruel Cross and all its 
shame. 

Some one asked me the difference between ac- 
quiescence and delight. I replied that the former 
was saying “ Yes” to God, while the latter was 
saying “ Hallelujah!” to every expression of His 
will. “ Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. 
In everything give thanks; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” (1 Thess. 
5: 16-18.) ; 

I once saw this suggestive motto on the wall of 
a friend’s room: “ The will of God, nothing more, 
nothing less, nothing else.” To be living our life 
outside that will, and consequently contradicting it, 
is as foolish as for a man to stand on a railway 
track, directly in the path of a swiftly advancing 
locomotive. If he persists in standing there he 
will be crushed to death. If, instead, he will get 
on board the train, the locomotive will carry him 
to his destination. To antagonize God’s will is 
destruction. To surrender to it, accepting His plan 
and programme for the life, is to get on board the 
train, and to be able to sing at all times and under 
all circumstances: 


“Til that He blesses is my good, 
And unblest good is ill; 
And all is right that seems most wrong, 
( If it be His sweet will.” 
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“What is our Christ? All voiceless now and dead? 
Hid in some creed as in a new-made grave? 
With seal and watch, and costly spices spread? 

Oh foolish heart! how can a dead Christ save? 


What is our Christ? and where? Upon a Throne, 
АП rainbow-wreathed, Heaven’s angels round about! 
And yet on earth, still calling up His own! 
Knowing our coming-in, our going-out! 


The Christ is ever measured by our heart; 
He fills all places as we make Him room; 
The choice is ours, we give Him all or part, 
Cradle or crown, the Throne or but a tomb. 


Give Him a cradle, and the Christ is small; 
Give Him a grave, you hide the Christ away; 
Give Him a Throne, high lifted over all— 
Your Christ is King, omnipotent His sway! 


Christ over all, and “in all,” then we see 
Each bush alight with Pentecostal flame; 

The distant stars, the passing clouds, the sea— 
Sing back within our hearts the precious NAME. 


With Christ in all, and all in Christ, ah then! 
Our life becomes an anthem passing sweet; 
Like that the Bethlehem angels sung to men— 
All full of “ Glorias” and of “ Peace” complete.” 


Henry Burton 
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PAUL REVEALS HIS GREAT SECRET 
“Christ in you the hope of glory.” Col. 1:27. 


HIS Epistle is the most philosophical the 
Apostle Paul ever wrote. It was occasioned 
by information which he had received from 

Epaphras concerning a heresy which was disinte- 
grating the spiritual life of the Christians, and 
threatening the destruction of the Church. 

This heresy was a peculiar compound of Oriental 


) Mysticism and Jewish Ritualism. The foundation 


of the heresy was that matter was evil and the 
source of evil. If, therefore, matter was evil, and 
the source of evil, they concluded that God could 
never have made the universe, because He is good. 

Bound, however, to recognize the existence of the 
earth, they bridged the gulf between God and mat- 


i ter by the invention of intermediaries known as 


27. 


principalities, powers ог thrones, to which the Apos- 
tle alludes in the first chapter (Ver. 16). 

In their view the only way back to God was 
through these principalities and powers, by will- 
worship, flagellations and asceticism. To this the 
Apostle refers in chapter two, where he says: 
“ Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy 
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and vain deceit, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ.” (Ver. 8.) This was 
Oriental mysticism. 

The Ritualism he condemned consisted in con- 
forming to all that had been ordained under the 
old régime which, to the Apostle, was only a kinder- 
garten system of instruction, “ Let no man judge 
you,” he says, “in meat, or in drink, or in respect 
of a holy day, or of the new moon, or of the Sab- 
bath: which are a shadow of things to come.” 
(Chap. 2: 16-17.) 

It would be easy, if it were necessary, to show 
that this false philosophy struck at and paralyzed 
every fundamental principle of the Gospel. It 
struck at the Creation, the Incarnation, the fact of 
Sin, the Atonement, Prayer, and Judgment to come. 

Paul sweeps all these errors away in this masterly 
treatise, and in all the realms between the earth and 
the sky, he puts the sole sovereignty of Jesus Christ, 
“ Who is the image of the invisible God, the First- 
born of every creature: For by Him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that are in the earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by Him, and for Him: And He is be- 
fore all things, and by Him all things hold together. 
And He is the head of the body, the Church: Who is 
the beginning, the First-born from the dead; that 
in all things Не might have the pre-eminence.” 
(Chap. 1: 15-18.) 
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In the course of his argument, in correcting these 
errors, the Apostle reveals his great secret; “the 
mystery which has been hid from ages and from 
generations, but now is made manifest to His 
saints.” Like most people who have a great secret 
to reveal, the Apostle is a long time coming to it. 
“To whom God would make known what is the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gen- 
tiles; which is Christ in you the hope of glory.” 

“ Mystery ” means a secret long kept hidden, and 
while so hidden absolutely impenetrable by man. It 
is a secret known only to those to whom God reveals 
it by His Spirit. The word was suggested to Paul 
by the mysteries connected with the Greek religions. 
The difference, however, was this: The Greek mys- 
teries were revealed only to the initiated, and were 
kept sacredly from the common crowd. 

Paul’s secret is for every man. Note in chapter 
1: 28 the threefold repetition of the phrase “ every 
man.” “Whom we proclaim admonishing every 
man, and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we 
may ‘present every man perfect in Christ.” This 
is not an experience for a spiritual aristocracy, it 
is for “every man.” It was proclaimed that “ every 
тап” might be presented perfect in Christ Jesus. 
The word “ perfect ” implies negatively, the removal 
of all defects; and positively, the complete posses- 
sion of all that belongs to human nature as ‘God 
meant it to be. It is a completeness which is attain- 
able only by this vital union with Christ, brought 
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about by the strengthening of the inward man by the 
Holy Spirit, realized and retained only by faith. 
Let us, in seeking to get to the heart of the 
Apostle’s great secret, consider the Person, the 
Process and the Prophecy. 
| 
I. The Person 


The late Dr. Alexander McLaren has called atten- 
tion to this great truth in the following striking 
passage: “ This thought, Christ in us and we in 
Christ—two sides of one truth—is far too little 
present to the consciousness and to the experience, 
to the doctrinal belief, and to the personal verifica- 
tion of that belief, in the lives of the mass of 

) Christian people. То me it is the very heart of 

\ Christianity, for which Christ for us is the preface . 

` and introduction. You тау call it mysticism if you 
like. There is no grasp of the deepest things in 
religion without that which the irreligious mind 
‘thinks it has disposed of by the cheap and easy 
sneer that it is mystical. Your Christianity will be 
a shallow one unless the truths whith these two great 
complementary thoughts—Christ in me and I in 
Christ—be truths verified in your experience. I am 
afraid that Christian people in this generation have 
a very imperfect belief in the actual, supernatural, 
and, if you like to call it so, miraculous manifestation 
of Jesus Christ, His very Self, to men that love and 
cleave to Him.” 

The peculiarity, the uniqueness, the glory of 
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Christianity is this: We cannot take its message and 
put aside Christ. We find Buddhism, Confucianism, 
Hinduism and Mohammedanism existing as reli- 
gious systems entirely apart from their founders. 
The relation of Buddha to the religion that bears his 
name is historic only. So with all other non- 
Christian religions, 

But Christianity is not a religion, a creed, a 
set of doctrines, it isa life. The Person of Christ 
is inextricably interwoven with His teaching. That 
teaching always centres in Him Who is the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. It is absolutely impossible 
to separate the teaching of Jesus Christ from Jesus 
Christ Himself. Real Christianity is, in short, 


ре 7 Christ i in you.” 


Why did Paul say the mystery was “ Christ in 
you?” why did he not use the name of Jesus? The 
name “ Jesus ” is peculiar to the Gospels. In them 
“Christ ” is seldom mentioned. The name of the 
Divine One in the Gospels is Jesus. “ Thou shalt 
call His name Jesus for He shall save His people 
from their sins.” The emphasis is upon His human- 


ity, for Jesus-is the human name. 


There is a sense in which it is not true that Jesus 
is “the same, yesterday, today and for ever.” 
He was born an infant. He grew in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour with God and man. He un- 
folded in the glory of the Deity. This is the mystery 
of the Incarnation. This is what Peter meant when 
he said: “ Therefore let all the house of Israel know 
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assuredly that God hath made tiat але ets 
Whom уе have crucified, both Lord and hrist.” 
‚(Acts 2: 36.) 

He Who in the infinities lay in ms bosom of the j 
om power . ы glory of the Creator came to 
expression in this fair world, where the heavens 
declare His glory and the firmament shows His 
/ handiwork. In the Gospels, then, it is Jesus. Іп 
\ the Epistles it is Christ, Christ Jesus, and the Lord 
“| Jesus Christ. Only twice in the Epistles do we find 

the name of Jesus used alone, and then it is in 
reference to His humanity. The Deity is always 
expressed by “ Christ.” It is “ Christ in you the 
hope of glory,” that is Paul’s great secret. 

The glory of man is that He was made in the 

image of God; and for fellowship with God. 

Though the image was marred by Satan yet it is 

gloriously possible for it to come to perfection, be- 

cause God was manifest in the flesh, and by the 

Redemption has lifted man up to Himself. One 

of the greatest truths of Christianity is that the 
\ Timeless Christ came into time; and has carried a 
- human body into the heavens, At the right hand of 
\ the Eternal is a Man; with a body like mine, Who, 

“because He suffered, being tempted, is able to suc- 
( cour them that are tempted. 

“Не has raised our human nature 
In the clouds to God’s right hand; 


/ There we sit іп heavenly places, 
There with Him in glory stand: я 
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Jesus reigns, adored by angels; 
Man with God is on the throne; 
Mighty Lord, in Thine ascension 
We by faith behold our own.” А 


Great is this mystery! Do we ask why it is а 
mystery? Because reason unaided could never have 
discovered it. There is only one way by which the 
lost image can be recovered; it is not by vain and 
fruitless attempts at imitation. It is by indwelling; 
“ Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 


2. The Process 


Here is the Apostle’s own experience of this great 
mystery. “ But when it pleased God, who separated 
me from my mother’s womb, and called me by His 
grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach 
Him among ıg the e Heathen; immediately I conferred 
not with flesh and blood ; getter went I up to Jerus- 
salem to them which were apostles before me; but 
I went into Arabia, and returned again to Da- 
mascus.”” (Gal. 1: 15-17.) 

Paul is not referring here to the exterior revela- 
tion of Christ which was vouchsafed to him on the 
Damascus road, but to an interior revelation. Christ 
must be revealed in us as well as to us. The exterior 
manifestations of Christ are only preparatory to 
His full manifestation within. Because this is not 
generally understood and recognized many have a 
measure of life, but not the life more abundant. 

Scores of illustrations could be given of the pass- 
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ing from an immature, and partial knowledge of 
Christ, to such a knowledge as Paul had. Here is 
the testimony of that remarkable preacher, edu- 
cator, evangelist, organizer, and missionary en- 
thusiast, who has but recently passed away, Dr. 
A. B. Simpson of the New York Gospel Taber- 
nacle. 

“T shall never forget fhe 1ı morning that I spent 
in my church reading an old musty book I had 
discovered | іп my library | on the subject, | “The 
Higher ( Christian Гете 6 had “struggled long ‘and 
vainly with my own intense nature, my strong 
self-will, my peculiar temptations. My spiritual 
life had been a constant humiliation. I had talked 
to my people about the deeper things of the Spirit, 
but there was a hollow ring, and my heart was 
breaking to know the Lord Jesus as a living bright 
reality. 

“As I pored over that little volume, I saw a new 
light. The Lord Jesus revealed Himself as a living 
and all-sufficient Presence, and I learned for the 
first time that Christ had not saved us from future 
peril, and left us to fight the battle of life as best 
we could; but He who had justified us, was waiting 
to sanctify us, to enter into our spirit, and sub- 
stitute His strength, His holiness, His joy, His love, 
His faith, His power, for all our worthlessness, 
helplessness and nothingness, and make it an actual 
and living fact. ‘I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me.’ It was indeed a new revelation. 
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“Throwing myself at the feet of the glorious | 
Master, I claimed the mighty promise— I will dwell 
in you and walk in you? Across the threshold of my 
spirit there passed a Being as real as the Christ who 
came to John on Patmos, and from that moment, 
a new secret has been the charm and glory, and 
strength of my life and testimony. Whatever has 
been accomplished in these forty years, in personal, 
victory or public service, I count it a great privilege | 


> to say— Not I, but Christ.’ I have learned the‘ 


secret-—‘ І can do all things through Christ which / 
strengtheneth me.’ ” 

Here is a testimony from the life of that re- 
markable Welsh preacher, Christmas Evans, whose 
name will always be fragrant in the beautiful little 
Principality of Wales: 

“T was weary,” he says, “at the time of this 
crisis, of a cold heart towards Christ, and His sac- 
rifice, and the work of His Spirit—of a cold 
heart in the pulpit, in secret prayer, and in the 
study. 

“Оп a day ever to be remembered by me, as I 
was climbing up towards Cader Idris, I considered 
it to be incumbent upon me to pray, however hard 
I felt in my heart, and however worldly the frame 
of my spirit was. Having begun in the name of 
Jesus, I soon felt the fetters loosening and the old 
hardness of heart softening, and, as I thought, 
mountains of frost and snow dissolving within me. 
This engendered confidence in my soul in the prom- 
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ise of the Holy Ghost. I felt my whole mind 
relieved from some great bondage. Tears flowed 


` copiously, and I was constrained to cry out for the 
_ gracious visits of God, for restoring to My soul the 


joys of His salvation; and that He would visit the 
churches that were under my care. 

“This struggle lasted for three hours; it rose 
again and again, like one wave after another, or like 
a high-flowing tide driven by a strong wind, until 
my nature became faint with weeping and crying. 


J Thus I resigned myself to Christ, body and soul, 
gifts and labours—all my li fe—every day, and ‚every 


ыт 


hour that remained to me; and all my cares I com- 
I mitted to Christ.” 


After this,” he says, “I felt as if I had been 
removed from the cold and sterile regions of spirit- 
ual frost, into the verdant fields of Divine prom- 
ises. I felt a peaceful calm and happiness, like a 
poor man who has been taken into royal favour, with 
an annual settlement made upon him for life, and 
from whose home the harassing fear of poverty has 
been for ever driven.” 

What is the process? It is first of all strengthen- 
ing. “Strengthened with might by His Spirit in 
the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts 


' by faith.” (Eph. 3:16, 17.) Do not let us con- 


fuse the indwelling of Christ with the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit. There is a preparatory work 
of the Holy Spirit before the great secret, which 
it was Paul’s privilege to reveal, can be experienced 
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in all its deep meaning. We are strengthened with 
might by the Spirit in the inner man, that Christ 


may dwell in our hearts. The “inner man” is | 


the new spiritual self, with senses and organs that 
know God directly, and that can enter into the 
realities of the spiritual world. 


The Spirit's work never terminates upon Him- 


self. He always leads up to the personality of 
Christ. “At that day” (the day of the Spirit’s 
outpouring) “ ye shall know that I am in the Father, 
and ye in Me, and I in you.” (John 14:20.) 
One aspect of the Spirit’s work is to make Christ 
real to us; to give us an adequate conception of 
Him. He leads us through testing experiences; 
He slays the strength of our self-conscious life; 
He makes to die the deeds of the body; He separates 
us from all self-confidence and from all worldly 
help; He delivers us from the alloy which is so often 
mixed with the pure metal; He settles us down into 
God; where, “ under utterly hopeless circumstances 
we can hopefully believe;” and enables us to step 
out, in naked faith, to trust and obey God. 

The process is, in the next place, identifying. 
This is the way in which the Apostle puts it: “I 
am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for 
me.” (Gal.2:20.) Here are wonderful paradoxes. 
“T am crucified yet I live.” The first “I” is the 
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“I” of the old man, which has been риё off іп co- 
crucifixion with Christ. Paul believed that the nails 
that pierced the sacred hands and feet of Jesus, 
slew his old life; and he reckoned himself as being 
on the Cross of Calvary crucified and dead with 
Jesus Christ. He could have sung with Dr. A. B. 
Simpson : 


“Once there lived another man within me, 
Child of earth and slave of Satan he; 
But I nailed him to the Cross of Jesus, 
And that man is nothing now to me. 


“Now Another Man is living in me; 
And I count His blessed life as mine. 
I have died with Him to all my own life, 
I have risen to all His life Divine.” 


The second “I” in this paradox is the “I” 
of the-new man, that was put on, in co-resurrection 
with Christ. “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me.” How real this great truth was made, by the 
Holy Spirit, to a little girl in the first moments 
of the new life! “What shall you do,” said the 
one who was talking to her, “ when Satan comes 
to tempt you?” In a moment the child replied: 
“ Jesus Christ has come to live in my heart; I shall 
ask Him to answer the door when Satan comes. 
And when Satan sees Christ at the door he will 
touch his « cap, and say: ‘ Excuse | me, ‚Sir, I have 
come to t the wrong house.’ ” 

Possibly no great doctrine is less understood, and 
consequently less appropriated, than the doctrine of 
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our identification with Christ in His death, in His 
Resurrection and in His Ascension. “We thus 
judge, that One died for all, therefore all died; and 
that He died for all, that they who live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him, who 
died for them and rose again.” (2 Cor. 5:14, 15.) 
Because of the Blood Covenant; because He took 
upon Him our nature, and became bone of our bone 
and flesh of our flesh, all that happened to Him 
in the purpose of God happened to us. We died 
when He died; we rose when He rose; we ascended 
when He ascended; we sat down when He sat down; 
when He is manifested we shall be manifested with 
Him. “But God who is rich in mercy, for His 


` great love wherewith He loved us even when we 


were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with ` 


Christ, (by grace ye are saved); and hath raised 


us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly | 


places in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come Не. 


might show the exceeding riches of His grace in 


His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” (Eph. 


2:4-6.) 

The process is in the next place, using. The 
translation of Galatians 2: 20 by the Bishop of Dur- 
ham, is very illuminative: “ The life I now live in 
the flesh, I live by using the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave Himself for me.” How slowly we 
learn to use the Son of God! How strange that 
we should trust Him to соте and take charge of 
our whole being, enthrone Him as King, and then 
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hesitate to use His Almightiness to lift our loads, 
to disentangle our perplexities, and to deliver us 
out of the hands of our enemies and all that hate 
us. They who have learned, in the fullest measure, 
the secrets of the victorious life, are they who have 
best learned how to use the Son of God. 

The result of this process of continuous strength- 
ening, identifying and using, is a real knowledge 
and experience of Christ in you the hope of 
glory. 

On one occasion in the latter days of Greece, 
when all practical faith in the gods had died out 
of the minds of the educated people, a prize was 
offered to the sculptors of Greece for the best statue 
of a certain god. 

Down in the country-side, close by a marble 
quarry, there lived a country lad who still believed 
in that god, and for the love of him desired to make 


- that statue. He chose a block of marble and hewed 


manfully with mallet and chisel. He had before 
his mind a beautiful ideal of the grace, majesty 
and power of that god, but when he had wrought his 
best, he had made a very crude statue indeed. 
And the legend continues, that when the time of the 
inspection came, and the experts were laughing at 
this crude thing which the boy had shaped with a 
clumsy hand but a believing heart; the god himself 
entered into that pathetic marble failure and then 
all the harsh lines flowed into perfect symmetry; 
the head was beautifully poised and was lifted 
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proudly, and the marble glowed with all the name- 
less grace of life. 

That is only a legend, but it faintly and im- 
perfectly shadows the actual fact. Your efforts at 
representing Christ will end in pathetic failure; but 
with a loving and believing heart you may put your- 
self in His hands saying: 


“In Thy strong hand I lay me down, 
So shall the work be done: 
For who can work so wondrously 
As the Almighty One? 


“Work on, then Lord, till on my soul 
Eternal light shall break, 
And, in Thy likeness perfected, 
I ‘satisfied’ shall wake.” 


What a change would come over your life if you 
did that! He offers Himself to you. . Не says: 
“Let Me live your life today: let Me have your 
mind, and I will think through it; let Me have your | 
heart, and I will love with it; let Me have your lips, | 
and I will speak through them; let Me have your 
face, and I will shine through it; let Me have | 
your eyes, and I will look through them; let Me 
have your voice, and I will sing with it. Say softly | 
all the day: “Christ in me! Christ in me! Not 
I but Christ!” That is the secret of the indwelling 
of Christ. 

Nothing is more important than persistence in this 
habit of cultivating Christ’s indwelling presence. 
Every habit grows out of a succession of little acts. 
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No habit comes full-grown into the life. Some 
people are always praising God. You find the note 
of praise on their lips continually. It is to them 
as easy as breathing, because they have formed the 
habit. 

Great is the value of persistence, and it is one of 
the chief secrets of this restful, fruitful and victo- 
rious life. 


3. The Prophecy 


“Christ in you the hope of glory.” This word 
“ glory ” is a word that has lost its crown. It needs 
re-valuation. It is like a coin that has been long out 
of the mint, and which by use has lost much of its 
weight and impress. It has become cheapened and 
debased. When we hear the word “ glory ” we are 
tempted to think of rank and title, of place and 
wealth. These are mere trappings. A man’s real 
glory consists not in what he has but in what he is. 

True glory is the glory of character, and holy 
character is nothing less than the Divine image, more 
and more fully incarnated in man. When you look 
into my face and see no Christ shining out, you see 
no Christ, or a very imperfectly formed Christ, 
within. 

The only way for this glory to be won is an 
open secret; it is a mystery no longer. It is Christ 
in you that is the hope of glory. Christ in us coming 
to fruitage; His growing beauty; His increasing 
mastery; His complete dominance of thoughts and 
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affections and will, that in all things He might 
have the pre-eminence. What a Gospel to proclaim! 
To put the hope of such glory within the reach of . 
every man! Limitless possibilities of exaltation are 
here to those who have fallen the lowest. 

Michael Angelo, in his walks through Rome, used 
to watch the little beggar children playing in the 
midst of their squalor and dirt, and make sketches 
of their faces. In the Chapel of the Sistine Ma- 
donna in Rome you see the result of these sketches 
in beautiful angel-faces, pure,radiant, tender, glor- 
ious. It seems incredible that the genius of the great 
artist should transfigure the faces of those squalid 
children into angel-faces. But he has done it. 

Christ can do more than that. He can lift men 
and women from their sin and shame, and make 
them radiant and pure with His own radiance and 
purity. “ Though ye have lain among the pots, yet 
shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with 
silver, and her feathers with yellow gold.” We are 
here among the pots like the doves on the roofs of 


| the flat houses in Palestine, who shelter from the 


heat among the broken pitchers and pots. A’ little 


"Before sundown, when they dart upwards, they . 


catch the glory of the sun’s slanting rays so that 
their wings resemble a glow of yellow gold. Then 
suddenly wheeling round, as seen against the light, 
their wings seem turned to molten silver. 

Yes, a holy character can be maintained in the 
midst of most unfavourable and uncongenial sur- 
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roundings. Only welcome Christ as your resident 
Guest; only habitually recognize His indwelling; 
only persist in whispering to your heart, “ Christ 
in me! Christ in me!” and the Spirit of glory and 
of God shall be upon you. “ Christ in you the hope 
of glory;” the glory of a cleansed soul; the glory 
of a transfigured life; the glory of those who have 
triumphed over all adverse surroundings, because 
even they are working out for us “a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 


“This is my wonderful story, 
Christ to my heart has come; 
Jesus the King of Glory, 
Finds in my heart a home. 


“T am so glad I received Him, 
Jesus my heart’s dear King; 
I who so often have grieved Him; 
All to His feet would bring. 


“How can I ever be lonely, 
How can I ever fall; 
What can I want, if only 

Christ is my all in all?” 
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Allured into the desert, with God alone, apart, 

There spirit meeteth spirit, there speaketh heart to heart. 
Far, far on that untrodden shore, God’s secret place I find, 
Alone I pass the golden door, the dearest left behind. 


There God and I—none other; oh far from men to be! 

Nay, midst the crowd and tumult, still, Lord, alone with Thee. 

Still folded close upon Thy breast, in field, and mart, and 
street, 

Untroubled in that perfect rest, that isolation sweet. 


O God, Thou art far other than men have dreamed and taught, 

Unspoken in all language, unpictured in all thought. 

Thou God art God—he only learns what that great Name 
must be 

Whose raptured heart within him burns, because he walks 
with Thee. 


Stilled by that wondrous Presence, that tenderest embrace, 

The years of longing over, do we behold Thy Face; 

We seek no more than Thou hast given, we ask no vision fair, ” 

Thy precious Blood has opened Heaven, and we have found 
Thee there. 


O weary souls, draw near Him; to you I can but bring 

One drop of that great ocean, one blossom of that spring; 

Sealed with His kiss, my lips are dumb, my soul with awe 
is still; ` 

Let him that is athirst but come, and freely drink his fill. 
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“And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and 
five years: And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; 
for God took Him. Gen. 5:23, 24. 


HIS remarkable chapter contains the con- 
densed, history of а millennium and а half. 
It is one of the most monotonous chapters 
in the Bible. This is how it reads: “ And all the 
days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty 
years: and he died.” “Ала all the days of Seth 
were nine hundred and twelve years: and he died.” 
“ And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and 
five years: and he died.” “ And all the days of 
Cainan were nine hundred and ten years: and he 
died.” “And all the days of Mahalaleel were eight 
hundred ninety and five years: and he died.” “And 
all the days of Methusaleh were nine hundred sixty 
and nine years: and he died.” 

As one has said, “ It is like the tolling of a bell 
across the centuries. But once in the process of 
the fifteen centuries the bell of death did not toll.” 
The reason was that once during those long years 


‚а тап moved on to a higher plane of life. 


The inspired penman had to find another phrase 
193 
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to describe both life and death. Instead of saying, 
“ Enoch lived ” he says, “ Enoch walked with God.” 
When the end of the three hundred ‘years car came, 
instead of saying “ he died,” he had to find another 
phrase: it was this, “He was not for God took 
him.” 

It is the briefest biography in the Bible. Not a 
single incident of his life is recorded. We are not 
told anything about his life in the home; no one 
can tell us what business he pursued, nor how he 
spent the margin. of the day when its labours were 
ended. But though his biography is so fragmentary 
it is quite complete. “ Enoch walked with God,” 
` we can imagine all the rest. That description tells 
` us what he was as а father, а husband, a neighbour, 
. a teacher and a friend. 

The names of these Old Testament saints were 
often conferred prophetically. The name of Enoch 
has the double meaning of consecration and initia- 
tion; the first word suggesting that he was to be 
a priest unto God; the second that he was to be 
initiated into the deeper mysteries of the spritual 
life. In his name we have the clue not only to 
Enoch’s career, but-to that of every other saint 
who, like him, walks with God. 

In studying this life let us take these simple 
captions to guide our thoughts and assist our 
memory. 1. Commencement; 2. Congeniality; 3. 
Companionship; 4. Confidence. 
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I. Commencement 


This life had with Enoch, as it has with us all, 
a definite commencement. Did you ever take a 
walk with another person in which | you did not have 
a definite time and place, hour, yes and minute, at 
which it began? For the first sixty-five years of 
Enoch’s life, it is merely said that Enoch lived. 
(Ver. 21.) All the days of his infancy, boyhood 
and early manhood are silently covered by that one 
word. There was nothing in those years that is 
of any consequence to know. But a change passed 
over his life when he was sixty-five. The bio- 
grapher who tells us in one verse that he lived sixty 
and five years, tells us in the next verse that “ he 
walked with God three hundred years.” The words 
surely indicate a change in the life and character 
of the man, and the verse suggests also when the 
change began. “ Enoch walked with God after he 
begat Methusaleh.” Many a time since then, when 
a man’s firstborn child has been put in his arms, he 
has been conscious of an entirely new sense of re- 
sponsibility both to God and man. Nothing definite 
is told us, however, about this. There may have 
been other circumstances which produced this crisis. 
The certain thing is that for sixty-five years Enoch 
lived the ordinary, everyday, mediocre kind of life 
that other men were living, and then, through some 
experience about which we know little, his life was 
transfigured and he began his long walk with God. 


196 THE COUNTERFEIT CHRIST 


It it not difficult to discover a similar crisis in 
the lives of all the men and women who have left 
an impress on the world. Nicholas Herman, for % 
example, commonly known as Brother Lawrence, 
who lived in 1666, had such an experience: “ I was 
taking a walk by myself when the spring was in 
the air. I remembered the way. I had travelled 
the same path a few weeks before. Then the thorn- 
bush was black and bare without any sign of life, 
But this morning as I passed it, the blackness had 
changed into green, and already every branch was 
beginning to bud. Ithought, a few weeks ago this 
tree seemed dead; now it is living, and in a few 
days it will be full of beauty. God has done it. 
The hand and power of God must be in this way- 
side thorn-bush. He who is at work in the thorn- 
bush will work in me, changing my winter into 
spring, and my barrenness into beauty.” 

From that spring morning Brother Lawrence says 
that for over forty years he never lost his sense of 
the Presence of God. He served in the kitchen 
of a Carmelite monastery, and had by no means 
an easy task; but he was never hurried, restless, 
impatient or perturbed. In the greatest hurry of 
business in the kitchen of this large monastery, he 
always preserved his recollection and heavenly- 
mindedness. “ The time of business,” he said, 
“ does not with me, differ from the time of prayer, 
and in the noise and clatter of the kitchen, while 
several persons are at the time calling for different 
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things, I possess God in as great tranquillity as if 
I were upon my knees.” 

One more illustration of a crisis hour in an already 
Christian life shall be given. It is found in the 
life of Dwight Lyman Moody. It was just after 
the Chicago fire, when his Church and Institute 
were both burned. He was in New York on a beg- 
ging errand. Then came the commencement of his 
real life. Let us hear the story from his own 
lips: “ My heart was not in the work of begging. 
I could not appeal for money. I was crying all the 
time that God would fill me with His Spirit. One 
day in the city of New York—Oh, what a day! I 
cannot describe it. I seldom refer to it. It is 
almost too sacred an experience to name. Paul had 
an experience of which he never spoke for fourteen 
years. І сап only say that God revealed Himself 
to me, and I had such an experience of His love 
that I had to ask Him to stay His hand. When 
I began preaching again my sermons were not dif- 
ferent. I did not present any new truths, yet hun- 


` dreds were converted. I would not go back to where 


I was before that blessed experience if you should 
give me all the world.” Dwight Lyman Moody 
henceforth walked with God. 


2. Congeniality 


“By faith Enoch was translated that he should 
not see death: and was not found because God had 
translated him: for before his translation he had 
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this testimony that he pleased God.” (Heb. 11:5.) | 
No man can walk with God unless there is congenial- 
ity. The prophet Amos asks the question: “ Can 
two walk together except they be agreed?” For 
three hundred years there was perfect agreement be- 
tween God and Enoch. There was no controversy in 
the life; there was no disharmony of will; there 
was no disagreement on the pathway; there was 
no attempt at bargaining or compromise; there was 
perfect congeniality and agreement. Enoch was at 
one with God in profound and intense sympathy 
of heart. 

Two men started out from London to make a 
tour of the Continent of Europe. On the first morn- 
ing after their arrival in Paris they began to make 
their plans for the day. One had the soul of an 
artist, and he was bent on seeing as many as possible 
of the masterpieces in the Art Galleries. His com- 
panion, being of a mechanical turn of mind, desired 
to see some improvements he had been reading of 
in certain machinery. When they met again in the 
evening, the one man wanted to talk about art, the 
other about machinery. They soon found that their 
tastes were utterly at variance; there was no con- 
geniality; and like sensible men they decided to part 


| company and choose congenial associates. They 
. could not walk together because they were not 


agreed. 
The terms on which we can walk with God are 
the same in every age of the world. How can there 
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be agreement without affinity? There must be co- 


} incidence in sentiment, judgment and disposition; 


for as the Apostle says: “ He that is joined to the 
Lord is one spirit.” 

The consciousness of God’s presence with us is a 
very delicate thing. In the last analysis, there is 
only one thing that separates the soul from God and 
that is sin. If we would walk in fellowship with 
Him, we must walk in the light as He is in the light. 
What a wonderful experience Enoch’s' must have 
been, to walk three hundred years so as to please | 
God. If he could do that for three hundred years 
can we not walk with Him, in these days of won- 
drous privilege, for fifty or sixty years? Is there 
something in your life that does not please God? 
Is there some secret that you do not care to have 
God talk about? Have you some contraband goods 
on board which you are anxious to conceal? You 
cannot please God, and therefore you cannot walk 
with Him, so long as there is anything about which 
there is controversy about anything in your life. 
“Tf we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” 


3. Companionship 


This is suggested in the very word “ walk.” 
There are three expressions in the Scriptures relative 
to our walking with God. “ They shall walk after 
the Lord ” says Hosea. The Lord is thus our leader 
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, and we are His followers, walking in His footsteps, 
| obedient to His counsels, and doing His will. “The 

_ Lord before whom I walk,” said Abraham. Here 
He is the observer of His servant’s actions, strictly 
scrutinizing his whole life. Of Enoch it is said, “ He 

walked with God,” which is a very much higher ex- 
perience. To walk after the Lord is to be His sub- 
ject. To walk before the Lord is to be His servant. 
To walk with God is to be His friend. 

What will not God do for the man who walks 
with Him? A young man was just beginning his 
business career on the London Stock Exchange. He 
had few friends, and for a short time found his 
task a very uphill one. One day, he obtained an 
introduction to Lord Rothschild. The young man 
said: “If іп any way you could use your great in- 
fluence, Lord Rothschild, in my behalf, I should 
esteem it a great favour.” Charmed with the young 
man’s manner, Lord Rothschild said: “ Let us take 
a little walk.” They walked the full length of the 
London Exchange, the great financier encouraging 
the young man to open his heart to him. The return 
journey was made in the same fashion. When they 
were parting, the young man said: “I know you 
will help me all you can.” Lord Rothschild replied: 
“Т have done so already. Unless І am much mis- 
taken, that walk we have taken together will bring 
you as much business as you can manage.” _ 

And so it proved. The old members of the Ex- 
change, when they saw the two men walking to- 
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gether in close conversation said: “ That young 
fellow is evidentiy a coming man. See how Lord 
Rothschild has taken to him.” As the nobleman 
had suggested, his success was assured from that 
day onward. What business for the King will come 
into our hands if we walk with Him! With what 
spiritual wealth He will enrich us! With what 
success will He crown our labours! Happy indeed 
are they to whom God is not merely a Creator and 
Sovereign, but also a Friend. 


4. Confidence 


Immediately after declaring that before Enoch’s 
translation “he had this testimony that he pleased 
God,” the writer of the Hebrew letter says, “ But 
without faith it is impossible to please Him; for he 
that cometh to God must believe that He is, and 
that He is the rewarder of them that diligently seek 
Him.” Here are three secrets. He believed God; 
he held communion with God—for surely that is 
what coming to Him means—and he had confidence 
in Him as the Rewarder of all that diligently seek 
Him. It is distinctly stated here that “ without this 
confidence, it is impossible to please God.” 

Enoch walked with God in dark and tragic days, 
They were days of degeneracy and disintegration, 
like ours. They were tumultuous days, when the 
world was growing evil, and the times of that dis- 
pensation were waxing late. There was everything 
in the outer world to cause anxiety and agitation to 
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this friend of God, but Enoch looked at things from 
the Divine standpoint, and he testified: “ Behold, 
the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints; 
to execute Judgment upon all, and to convince all 
that are ungodly among them of all the ungodly 
deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of 
all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have 
spoken against Him.” (Jude 14, 15.) This was 
Enoch’s prophecy, and the prophecy is the highest 
utterance of a believing heart, drawn from intimate 
knowledge of the purposes of God. It was a calm, 
confident and assured statement of things not seen 
as yet. It is only a man who thus walks with God; | 
to whom the Divine secrets are disclosed, who is 
able to become an intrepid confessor, declaring 
future things, which are apprehended by faith. 
When the end of this earthly life came to Enoch, 
} it was not marked by any sudden revulsion: “He 
{ was not for God took him.” The record says: “ he 
was not found for God had translated him.” His 
children looked for him in his favourite haunts ; they 
wondered why he had gone so far from home; but 
though they searched so diligently “he was not 
found.” The sweetest exposition of the passing of 
Enoch I ever heard, was’ that of a little girl. She 
went home from Sunday school and said, “ Mother, 
we have had such a lovely lesson today.” “ Tell 
me?” said her mother. “ We have heard of a man 
who used to go long walks with God.” “ Well, said 
the mother, “ what happened to that тап?” “ Well, 
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mother, I will tell you. He used to go for walks 
2 with God, and опе day, mother, опе day, they walked 
оп апа on, until at last God said: ‘ Enoch, you are a 
` long way from home; you had better come in and 
stay with me; and he went.’” 
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